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Policy and Partnerships Unit

• Part of the Office of the State Public Health Director
• Responsible for planning and coordinating public health policy 

development across the division.
• This unit works to promote and protect the health of the public by 

advancing the quality, performance and equity of the Oregon public 
health system, which includes state, local and tribal public health 
departments and public-private partnerships.
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Public Health System

Source: Public Health Practice Program Office, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention , National Public Health Performance  
Standards Program, User Guide (first edition), 2002. (Current version available at www.cdc.gov/nphpsp)
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Governmental public health 

• Governments at every level—federal, tribal, state, and local—play 
important roles in protecting, preserving, and promoting the public's 
health and safety

• State and local governments have a responsibility for the health of 
its citizens. 
– Health Officials are accountable to ensure that the government is able 

to monitor the population's health and intervene when necessary 
through laws, policies, regulations, and expenditure of the 
resources necessary for the health and safety of the public.
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Public Health Governance
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Governmental Public Health in Oregon
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Decentralized public health structure
State public health =
OHA Public Health Division

Local public health=
33 local public health authorities (one 
three-county health district)

Who Has Public Health Authority in 
Oregon?
• State Public Health Division, Public 

Health Director
• Local Public Health Authorities 

(LPHAs)/ LPHA governing bodies 
• Local Public Health Administrators
• State and local health officers
• Federally-recognized tribes
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LPHA Funding Mechanisms

Source: D. Lenaway. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Office of Chief of Public Health Practice. 2009  
(unpublished)
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Public Health Systems Consultants
• Relationship building and partnerships

– Liaison to health administrators
– Represents OSPHD at CLHO meetings and other coalitions

• Performance Management
– Coordinates LPHA Triennial Review

• Training and Technical Assistance
– LPHA infrastructure to support public health modernization and 

transformation
• Supports implementation of Public Health Modernization

– Develop grant and contract proposals, track implementation of activities, 
analyze outcomes and recommend course corrections. 

• Monitors and tracks Program Elements
• Conducts Public Health Orientation
• Shares LHD Jobs
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(Enter) DEPARTMENT (ALL CAPS)
(Enter) Division or Office (Mixed Case)
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Triennial Review
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The screenshot above is a partial list of review tools. The 
complete list is posted at www.healthoregon.org/lhd

http://www.healthoregon.org/lhd


Review Schedule
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Local Health Department Jobs
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Questions?

Kari Christensen
kari.a.christensen@state.or.us

971-601-0298

Andrew Epstein
andrew.d.epstein@state.or.us

503-969-5816

www.healthoregon.org/lhd
PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Office of the State Public Health Director
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