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Mental Health Housing NOFA Frequently Asked Questions 
Questions and Answers as of August 19, 2016 
The FAQ inbox for the Mental Health Housing NOFA is now closed.  The last day to submit questions was 
August 16, 2016. 
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Released 8/19/16: 
 
Q: What is the link to the Severity of Need and Equitable Distribution Data in Section 4.1 of the 

application? 
A: Here is the link - http://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/HD/MFH/2016-MH-NOFA/MHHousing-NeedsData.xls  

(MH Housing Needs Data).  Section 4.1 has been updated with the appropriate links. 

 
Released 8/12/16: 
 
Q:  Within 4.1 Competitive Scoring Questionnaire: are there any page limits? (Besides this question, 

"vii Explain the roles of each of the above positions in the development and management of the 
proposed project. Limit your response to one-half page per role.") 

http://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/HD/MFH/2016-MH-NOFA/MHHousing-NeedsData.xls
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A:  No limits unless stated, but try to be concise. 
 
Q: If our capital project will not be LEAD or any other Green Building certified, are we required to 

complete the Green Building excel template? 
A: All projects need to choose some sort of green building path.  So if not doing LEED or another 

certification, please review the paths outlined in our materials and use the template to identify the 
one you will be using.  

 
Q: Is there appetite for application for peer run respite under the crisis respite category? 
A: We’ve heard anecdotally that peers are interested in developing Peer Respite Programs, but haven’t 

seen any actual program proposals.  
 
Q: What is the expectation for organizational experience especially regarding a program that would the 

first of its kind in the state of Oregon? 
A: We would expect the organization interested in providing a first of its kind program to have an 

individual or organization on board as a consultant to guide in the development and implementation 
of such a program.  Organizational experience requirements would also be based on the type of 
facility as determined by OHA.  

 
Q:  This would be an unlicensed facility, is dispensing of daily medication be required versus providing 

support and tracking of medication? 
A: The requirement for license or registration is determined by OHA in accordance with ORS 443. 
 
Q: What is the timeline for implementation (when the doors must be open)? 
A: While there is no timeline in the NOFA, we expect all projects to be ready to move in a timely 

manner.  

 
Q: Are the funds one time/one year or are they distributed over a period of time? 
A: These are one time funds.  We received one allocation of funds form the legislature.  
 
Q: Looks like only 35% of the funds can be used for development.  Does this mean that 100% of the 

funds may be used for operation? 
A: None of these funds can be used for operations.  Only 25%-35% are allocated for development, the 

balance must come from other sources to complete development.  
 

Released 8/5/16: 
 
Q:  For applications for funding of non-licensed community crisis beds, can you give me a sense of 

whether there would be any flexibility about the 30-day LOS restriction? 
A:  If someone clinically required a stay of more than 30 days, that justification should be documented. 

However, not having adequate community placements is not a clinical justification. 
 

Released 7/29/16: 
 
Q:  Are residential substance abuse treatment facilities eligible for this NOFA? 
A:  No, this funding is NOT for residential SUD treatment. 
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Released 7/22/16: 
 
Q: Can funds be used to acquire a property (duplex located within a multiple unit complex) to provide 

new services to individuals with mental illness?   
A: Funds can be used for this. 
 
Q: Our question is regarding the identity of the “Applicant” referenced in the NOFA.  If the project were 

to be financed through LIHTC program, is it OHCS’s intent to award these funds to the Limited 
Liability Partnership which would own and manage the project, or would the funds have to be 
awarded directly to a mental health provider?  Would it be necessary that the mental health 
provider be part of the LLP, or is a contractual relationship with the “applicant”/developer/General 
Partner sufficient?  

A: If applying to the MH NOFA, the project can’t also be applying for the LIHTC NOFA at the same time. 
The funds will not be awarded in time to meet the requirements of the LIHTC NOFA.  But to answer 
your question the funds would be awarded to the applicant.  The applicant is generally the 
owner/developer.  It would not be the LLC unless the LLC was already formed and was the applicant.  

 
Q: What are rent limits for units to be funded solely with Mental Health funds? 
A: We didn’t set a rent limit, but it needs to be affordable to individuals with Serious Mental Illness, 

most on Social Security or limited income. 
 
Q: What is the period of affordability of such a project? 
A: 30 year affordability period. 

 
Q: Can Mental Health Funds be used to pay for costs incurred prior to disbursement? Are there any 

restrictions on their use (for example, some funding sources do not cover off-site expenses)? 
A: This is for development costs, development of units.  Not sure what off site costs would be incurred.  

 
Q: What happens if after a period of time, before the period expires, the project can no longer be 

maintained as an affordable housing project? 
A: There will be a restrictive covenant recorded on the land,  so that would be a conversation with 

compliance and OHA at that time.  The expectation is that the property will be affordable to the 
population for 30 years.   

 
Released 7/18/16: 
 
Q:  What do I need to submit for architectural?  
A:  Architectural Review submission 4.6 details what you need to include, which includes a site plan.  
 
Q:  Do I need to do a replacement reserve analysis 4.8? 
A:   You need to submit the replacement reserve analysis at application if you are doing an acquisition / 

rehab.  If it is new construction, this will be done following initial reservation so does not need to be 
submitted at application.  

 
Q: We are reviewing the MH NOFA and have noted some significant discrepancies between the NOFA, 

the NOFA Instructions, and the MH Application Submission Checklist and the MH Competitive 
Scoring documents –specifically that the numbering systems which describe the required response 
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sequence do not match up between the documents.  Would you kindly please advise as to which 
question/numbering sequence respondents should follow?  

A: The question/numbering sequence was corrected. The following sections were updated: 
 1.5 Application Submission checklist 
 3.4 Development Team Capacity 
 3.5 Ownership Integrity 
 4.1 Competitive Scoring and 4.9 Construction Hard Costs. 
 3.2 is now 3.4 and 3.3 is now 3.5 

 
Released 7/8/16:  
 
Q:  In the NOFA #4392 Information Manual on Page 3, Section 1.3 under “Application Parameters”, a 

project could apply with a tenant who has a “Serious Mental Illness”, and under section 
1.4   “Serious Mental Illness” references ORS 426.495 Alzheimer/Dementia which meets that 
criteria.  Am I interpreting this correctly?  Would a project like this meet the qualifications for this 
particular NOFA? 

A:  The intent of the NOFA is to create housing for folks that can live independently and that want to live 
in an integrated setting.  There are several ways to come in to apply: 

 SMI supported housing - only 25% of this can be set aside for the population. 

 SUD Supported housing 

 SMI and SUD supportive housing 

 Crisis respite 
 With all of these only 25% of Total project development cost may be requested from this NOFA, 

unless it’s an eligible small project then you can request an additional 10%.   
 
Q:  Is the Mental Health NOFA due August 29 or August 26? 
A:  The Mental Health NOFA due date is August 29 at 4:00pm PST. We made this correction in the NOFA. 
 
Q:  Are you required to have a general contractor on board to be part of your development team at 

application?  
A: You are not required to have a general contractor be part of your development team at application, 

however in detailing the experience of your development team you must demonstrate that it has 
the expertise/experience needed to successfully complete a development.  As long as you have the 
needed expertise in your development team, bidding to general contractors at a later date works 
fine.    

 
Q:  Is the training session optional or mandatory? 
A:  The training is not mandatory 
 
Q:  Is funding provided through loans, grants, or tax credits, or a combination of both? 
A:  Funding is as a grant. 
 
Q:  How much of my project costs can I request in this NOFA to be paid with Mental Health Housing 

funds?  
A:  Applicants may request Mental Health Housing Funds for up to 25 percent of the total development 

costs of the proposed project, regardless of the population served.  Clarification of this was included 
in version 1.1 of the Mental Health Housing NOFA on page 6 posted July 7, 2016.  


