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Oregon Housing and Community Services Receives National Award 

Oregon has the top program in the nation for encouraging new affordable housing development. 

 
SALEM, OR – Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) received the Rental Housing: 

Encouraging New Production Award from the National Council of State Housing Agencies for 

the Local Innovation Fast Track (LIFT) Housing Program. LIFT is innovated, replicable, 

responds to an urgent housing need, provides measurable benefits to Oregonians, and achieves 

strategic objectives outlined in Oregon’s Statewide Housing Plan. 

 

“The LIFT program helps to put the dream of affordable housing within reach for Oregon families 

who have historically faced barriers to owning or renting a home,” said Governor Kate Brown. “I 

am proud of the public servants at OHCS for their selfless work to open the doors of opportunity 

to Oregonians across the state.” 

 

Established in 2016 to provide housing for underserved population, the LIFT program targets 

housing development in rural communities and for communities of color. LIFT provides 

resources for the development of affordable housing, both rental housing and homeownership 

opportunities. The Oregon Legislature allocated $150 million to LIFT in the 2019-2021 biennium.   

 

“I was honored to accept this award on behalf of the State of Oregon and my staff,” said OHCS 

Director Margaret Salazar.  “LIFT is opening the doors of opportunity across the state.  Thanks to 

LIFT, more than 2,200 families now have access to safe, stable affordable homes.” 

 

Award materials can be accesses on National Council of State Housing Agencies’ website.  

 

About the National Council of State Housing Agencies   
Housing Finance Agencies (HFAs) play a central role in the nation’s affordable housing system, 

mailto:nicole.r.stoenner@oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/docs/04-05-2019-LIFT.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/pages/oshp.aspx
https://www.ncsha.org/awards-category/rental-housing/encouraging-new-production-rental-housing/
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delivering financing to make possible the purchase, development, and rehabilitation of affordable 

homes and rental apartments for low- and middle-income households. The National Council of 

State Housing Agencies (NCSHA) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization created to advance, 

through advocacy and education, the efforts of the nation’s state HFAs and their partners to 

provide affordable housing to those who need it.  
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