
Oregon Task Force on 
Homelessness and 
Racial Disparities
Wednesday, January 18, 2023



Agenda

• Welcome & Roll Call

• Member Transitions & Appointment 

Updates

• Group Agreements

• Annual Homelessness Assessment Report 

(AHAR) to Congress
• HB 2100 Reforms

• Subcommittee Report Outs

• Task Force Member: Open Discussion



Welcome & Roll Call



Task Force Roll Call
Ariel Nelson, League of Oregon Cities 

Jessica Pratt, Association of Oregon Counties

Jimmy Jones, Mid-Willamette Valley Community 
Action Agency

Paula Hall, CAPECO

Jennifer Parrish Taylor, Urban League of Portland

Katrina Holland, JOIN

Marisa Espinoza, Northwest Pilot Project

Rowan Schwartz (proxy for Vanessa Timmons), 
Oregon Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual 
Violence

Maria Vargas (pending appointment), Latino 
Network

Dolores Martinez (proxy for Gustavo 
Morales/pending appointment), EUVALCREE

Nicole Witham, Northern Jackson County 
Community Member

Alan Evans, Helping Hands Re-Entry

Jill Smith, Oregon Housing & Community Services 
Department

Sen. Kayse Jama

Sen. Dick Anderson 

Sen. Wlnsvey Campos

Marcus Mundy, Coalition of Communities of Color

*yellow highlight indicates present



Member Transitions & 
Appointment Updates 

▪ We express our deepest gratitude to Rep. Jack Zika for his service to 
the Task Force who recently stepped down.

▪ Please join us in welcoming Dolores Martinez from EUVALCREE whose 
appointment to the Task Force is pending.



Group 
Agreements

Give grace and forgiveness

Take space and make space –
openly share and support 
your colleagues as they 
openly share experiences

Take good care – manage 
your boundaries

Engage in lively conversation, 
even if it feels awkward

Be thoughtful and 
compassionate

Does it need to be said, does 
it need to be said by me, does 
it need to be said by me right 
now



Annual Homelessness 
Assessment Report (AHAR) 

to Congress



AHAR Background

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) releases 
the AHAR in two parts. Part 1 provides Point-In-Time (PIT) estimates 
which give a snapshot of homelessness on a single night. It is an 
enumeration like the Census. Most communities conduct a PIT count at 
the Continuum of Care (CoC) level.

















HB 2100 Reforms



Define

Culturally specific 

organization in 

partnership with 

culturally specific 

organizations

Distinguish
Federal antipoverty 

programs from 

homelessness 

assistance resources

Establish
Performance 

standards for grantees 

to engage Oregon’s 

diverse communities 

and provide access to 

state dollars to address 

disproportionate 

homelessness among 

communities of color 

Expand
Pool of partners who 

can provide advice to 

OHCS and the Housing 

Stability Council



Subcommittee Report 
Outs



Rotating Subcommittees

Change State’s 
Funding Structure

▪ Examine goal 3 
recommendations (p. 32-
33)

▪ Identify implementation 
pathways for each 
recommendation where 
relevant

Modify Contracting 
Process & Eligibility

▪ Examine goal 4 
recommendations (p. 33-
34)

▪ Identify implementation 
pathways for each 
recommendation where 
relevant

▪ Review existing rules and 
statutes 

– Delivery + eligibility

– Information receipt + 
distribution by the state

– Methods for addressing 
racial disparities

▪ Examine 
recommendations from 
goals 1-2 (p. 31+32)

▪ Identify implementation 
pathways for each 
recommendation where 
relevant

Funding of Services 
“Solutioning” 



Task Force Member: Open 
Discussion



What are your pain points?

Where is there alignment?

How do we reach common ground while 
remaining focused on reducing racial 

disparities in homelessness?



Reminders and Next Steps



Reminders and Next Steps
▪ The ICF team will finish synthesizing recommendations from subcommittee 

meetings no later than 1/30/23 - the recommendations repository is open! 

▪ Recommendations will be emailed to the Task Force no later than 2/1/23.

▪ The report “shell” is being drafted and the outline of the report, without 
recommendations, will be shared with you by 2/1/23 for 
discussion/dialogue in the subcommittee meetings in advance of the full 
Task Force meeting in February.

▪ Please come prepared to discuss recommendations and potentially vote at 
the 2/15/23 meeting.



THANK YOU!
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