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OLCC issues immediate restrictions on Seeznin’s liquor license  
 
PORTLAND, Ore. – The Oregon Liquor Control Commission has issued seven restrictions 
effective immediately on the liquor license of Seeznin’s Bar & Lounge. The restrictions are 
supported by the City of Portland, Bureau of Police.  
 
The restrictions (complete list attached) include: 

 All people entering to be wanded and all bags to be searched. Any person with a weapon 
(or prohibited item) will be refused entry for 24 hours 

 Anyone leaving after 10:30pm will not be allowed re-entry until the next business day 
 Employees will use age verification equipment to verify the age of every person entering 

the business. 
 At least four DPSST-certified security people will be on duty Fridays and Saturdays from 

9:00pm to close. One DPSST-certified security person all other times. 
 Any violent of illegal activity will be immediately reported to the Portland Police Bureau. 
 Licensee will institute a dress code. Anyone wearing gang-related clothing will be refused 

entry.  
 All alcohol sales will end at 11:00pm. The business will close at 11:30pm. 

 
The restrictions came as the result of numerous customers who are known gang members being 
permitted to fight inside Seeznin’s on June 26. The fight continued to the Seeznin’s parking lot 
where shots were almost immediately fired. Three customers of Seeznin’s were shot. One of the 
customers died at the scene and the other two had serious injuries that required hospitalization. 
Permitting disorderly activities is a violation of OAR 845-006-0347(2)(a).  
 
“Businesses need to hold the safety of their customers, employees and the general public 
paramount. The violence at Seeznin’s is unacceptable,” says Rudy Williams, OLCC Public Safety 
Program Director. “These seven restrictions are serious. We will work with Portland Police to hold 
Seeznin’s to these restrictions. If they fail to follow them, he will face license cancellation. We will 
do everything we legally can to keep the public from further harm.” 
 
The liquor license is held by Samuel A. Thompson. Seeznin’s Bar & Lounge is located at 2218 
SE 82nd, Portland.  
 

## 
 “Promoting Responsible Alcohol Sales and Service” 

 
 

Did you know that in the last two years, the OLCC distributed more than $343 million to Oregon's General 
Fund, Cities, Counties, and Drug and Alcohol Abuse Programs? See the distribution of dollars on OLCC's 

Website. 
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Samuel A. Thompson 
8505 North Drummond 
Portland, OR  97217 
 

dba: SEEZNIN’S BAR & LOUNGE (F-COM) 
 2218 NE 82nd 
 Portland, OR  97220  
 PERSONAL DELIVERY 

 

ORDER OF IMMEDIATE LICENSE RESTRICTIONS 

and NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING 

 
Your Full On-Premises License is restricted with the following license restrictions 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: 
 
1.  All persons entering the premises will be scanned with an electronic wanding device 
and all bags and purses will be searched for weapons or other prohibited items.  Any 
person with a weapon or prohibited item will be refused entry to the premises for a 
minimum of 24 hours. 
 
2.  A patron leaving the premises after 10:30 PM shall not be allowed re-entry until at 
least the next business day. 
 
3.  Age verification equipment, as defined in OAR 845-009-0140(1)(b), will be installed 
at the main entrance to the premises and will be used to verify the age and 
identification of all persons wanting to enter the premises.  Any person without an 
acceptable form of identification will not be permitted into the establishment.  
 
4.  Licensee shall have at least four DPSST-certified security people on duty at the 
premises on Fridays and Saturdays from 9:00 PM to the close of business.  One 
DPSST-certified security person will be stationed outside the premises to discourage 
loitering and illegal activity and to check bags and purses and wand persons wanting to 
enter the premises, one DPSST-certified security person will be stationed in the lounge 
area, one DPSST-certified security person will be stationed at the main entrance to 
scan and verify identification of persons wanting to enter the premises, and one 
DPSST-certified security person will float throughout the premises and the outside area 
as necessary.  At all other times, Licensee shall have at least one DPSST-certified 
security person on duty at the premises who shall patrol the outside area adjacent to 
the premises at least every half hour from 9:00 PM to closing daily to discourage 
loitering and illegal activity.  
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5.  Any violent or illegal activity observed within or outside the premises shall 
immediately be reported to the Portland Police Bureau.   Licensee and his staff will 
cooperate with Portland Police Bureau (PPB) and OLCC and provide information and 
documents in a timely manner.  Security and other video will be provided within 24 
hours of the request for the video. 
 
6.  A person wearing clothing known to be associated with gang membership or 
affiliation, including but not limited to athletic jerseys (with the exception of game day 
attire for local events such as Blazer games and their opponents, etc.), torn or ragged 
clothing, casual sweat pants or track suits, headwear of any kind, or known biker or 
street gang attire, including colors, will be refused entry to the premises.  Patrons who 
fail to comply with the dress code shall not be admitted to the premises or allowed to 
remain in areas outside the premises that Licensee controls.  
 
7.  There shall be no sale, service, or consumption of alcohol from 11:00 PM to 9:00 
AM and the premises shall be closed by 11:30 PM and remain closed until no earlier 
than 9:00 AM the next day. 

 
This Order of Immediate License Restrictions is being issued because continued 
operation of your premises represents a serious danger to the public health and safety. 
ORS 183.430(2).  
 
These restrictions are based upon the following alleged violation of OAR 845-006-
0347(2)(a) which the Commission will take action on separately from this Order of 
Immediate Restrictions: 
 
On June 26, 2011, you permitted disorderly activities on the licensed premises when 
you allowed numerous patrons to fight inside the licensed premises and then fight in the 
parking lot outside the premises.  OAR 845-006-0347(1)(a) defines disorderly activities 
as those activities that harass, threaten or physically harm another person.  This is a 
violation of OAR 845-006-0347(2)(a). 
 

SERIOUS DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
This premises has only been licensed since March 9, 2011.  Several serious and 
dangerous incidents have occurred during the short period of licensure. 
 
On April 10, 2011, a fight occurred at the premises that involved approximately 20 
known gang members who are rivals of another gang whose members often gather at 
Seeznin’s Bar & Lounge.  The 20 gang members arrived in force, displaying their gang 
colors.  After the combatants left the premises, one gang member was shot and killed.   
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On May 20, 2011, PPB officers observed a known gang member suspected to be 
involved in numerous gang related shootings and suspected to be carrying a handgun 
enter the premises.  PPB officers found a loaded .45 caliber semi-automatic handgun in 
a garbage can inside the premises and the gang member hiding in a closet.  Two 
patrons, both known gang members, were arrested for parole violations.  One of the 
PPB officers investigating this incident had the tires on his patrol vehicle slashed while 
the vehicle was parked in front of the premises.   
 
On June 26, 2011, known gang members fought inside the premises.  The fight moved 
outside the premises where shots were almost immediately fired.  Three patrons of the 
premises were shot.  One of the patrons was found to be deceased at the scene and 
two had serious injuries that required hospitalization. 
 
The occurrence of two deaths and other serious injuries in an approximate two-month 
period clearly show that continued operation of this premises without restrictions is a 
serious danger to the public health and safety.  On June 28, 2011, Portland Police 
Chief Michael Reese sent a letter OLCC Executive Director Stephen Pharo requesting 
that the OLCC immediately suspend the liquor license at Seeznin’s Bar & Lounge.  
According to ORS 183.430(2), the Commission may immediately suspend a license 
safety if there is a basis to cancel the liquor license and if it finds a serious danger to 
the public health.  Since there is not currently a basis to cancel the license, immediate 
restrictions will help you to better control the serious problems which have occurred in 
and around the premises.  Since you have failed to take immediate and effective action 
to prevent serious danger to the public health and safety, the Commission must impose 
these immediate license restrictions to keep the public from further harm.   
 
You must exercise your license privileges only in compliance with these restrictions.  
Failure to comply with any of the restrictions is a Category I violation and may result in 
cancellation of your license. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR VIOLATIONS 
 
Licensees are responsible for the acts and omissions of their employees and 
representatives in violation of any law affecting license privileges (OAR 845-006-0362).  
 

HEARINGS RIGHTS 
 
You have the right to a hearing to dispute the Order of Immediate License Restrictions 
and to demand a hearing to be held as soon as practicable to contest the immediate 
license restrictions order.  If you want a hearing, please sign and date the enclosed 
form and return it to the address listed on the form no later than September 28, 2011.  
Legal aid organizations may be able to assist a party with limited financial resources.  
You have a right to be represented by an attorney.   
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Hearings are conducted by the Office of Administrative Hearings under the jurisdiction 
of the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, according to the Administrative Procedures 
Act (ORS Chapter 183), Attorney General’s Rules for the Office of Administrative 
Hearings (OAR Chapter 137) and Commission Administrative Rules (OAR Chapter 845 
Division 03). 
 
If you do not request a hearing within 90 calendar days of the date of this order, you will 
have waived your right to a contested case hearing on the Order of Immediate License 
Restrictions. 
 
OREGON LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
 
 
 
Stephen A. Pharo 
Executive Director 
 
SAP:BV 
 
 
If you have any questions call 503-872-5128 or 800-452-6522 extension 5128. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that on June 30, 2011, I served the attached Order of Immediate License 
Restrictions by personal delivery, addressed as follows: 
 
Samuel A. Thompson 

dba SEEZNIN’S BAR & LOUNGE 
2218 NE 82nd 
Portland, OR  97220 
 
 
 
 ____________________________________ 
 Matthew Cobos 
 Oregon Liquor Control Commission 

  


