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Marijuana Packaging and 
Labeling Approval Process



Topics in this Presentation

▪ Packaging rule change

▪ Difference between a package and a label

▪ Information that should be included with each 
application

▪ Application numbers

REMINDER: If you are an OHA Registrant and want 
to continue selling your products on and after 
October 1, 2016, you must get your packages 
and labels approved before October 1, 2016.



Packaging Rule Change

▪ Effective as of August 23, 2016, an edible, topical, or tincture 
that contains less than 15 mg of THC in the entire container 
can be packaged in a single-serving child-resistant package.

– The package must still be certified as child-resistant by a third-party 
testing firm.

▪ Also, effective as of August 23, 2016, all concentrates and 
extracts must be packaged in a re-sealable, continually child-
resistant package.



Packaging Rule Change – Two Examples

Three edibles with 5 mg 
THC each (Total 15 mg)

Four edibles with 5 mg 
THC each (Total 20 mg)

Single-serving, child-resistant 
package

Re-sealable, continually 
child-resistant package

Can be packaged in

Must be packaged in



Pre-Approval Application and Process



Package Labelvs.



Packages

▪ Physical container that holds 
the marijuana item – does 
not include any part of the 
label

▪ Can submit photos with the 
label on the package, but 
the package is what is 
important

▪ If package is child resistant, 
show the closing 
mechanism



What to include with Package Application

Pictures of 
the Package

Child-resistant 
Certification 
(if applicable)

Details including 
Size and Colors 
of Package

Picture of the 
Item that will be 
sold in Package

109 mm
Black
White

+ + +



What can go on the SAME APPLICATION

All packages, unless already listed
on the approved list, must be
approved by the OLCC.

Different colors and sizes can go on 
same application 



Labels

▪ All text, pictures, logos, and 
graphics 

▪ Inserts and any printing inside  
container also required.

The example below is NOT a 
complete label.



Label application

▪ All information required in 
the rule that is listed on your 
label MUST be included with 
your application

– Not just the principal display 
panel

– Not just the testing information

▪ Includes all additional text, 
pictures, graphics, and 
logos



All label panels –
including variations

Details including 
Flavors and 
Colors

Picture of the Item 
that corresponds 
with label

Chocolate Chip
Oatmeal Raisin
Green Label
Orange Label

+ +

What to include with a Label Application
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What can go on the SAME APPLICATION

Additionally, for any strain, THC/CBD
concentration, net weight, date or
tracking number changes, you do not
need to submit new labels.

Different colors and flavors can go on 
same application 



Should I use my OHA Registrant Number or my 
OLCC License Number to apply?

OHA Registrant

▪ Before Package or Label 
Application will be approved, you 
must go through the OHA 
registration process and receive a 
valid Registrant number.

– If you are an OHA processor, your 
package will be approved if initial 
review is complete

OLCC Licensee

▪ Before Package or Label 
Application will be approved, you 
must have an active OLCC 
license.

– Can apply while license application 
is pending, but application status 
will say “Compliant, not approved 
for use” until license becomes 
active.



Package 
Applications

Status Medical Recreational

New 
Submissions

0 0

Resubmission 
Required 

11 12

Under Review 0 0

Pending 
Licensure / 
Registration

6 9

Approved 37 6

Total Submitted 54 27

Status Definitions

New Submissions: newly submitted 
applications

Resubmissions Required: application 
has a deficiency that needs 
corrected

Under Review: correction has been 
submitted

Pending Lic/Reg: waiting for OHA or 
OLCC license

Approved: application has been 
approved



Label 
Applications

Status Medical Recreational

New 
Submissions

0 0

Resubmission 
Required 

10 17

Under Review 0 0

Pending 
Licensure / 
Registration

0 1

Approved 17 3

Total Submitted 27 21

Turnaround time depends on:      
(1) number of applications submitted; 
(2) completeness of application;    
(3) response time when additional 
information is requested.
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