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Hearing Officer’s Report 

 

Hearing Date:  November 18, 10 a.m. 

Hearing Location:  Oregon Medical Board, videoconference 

Rule Number: OAR 847-071-0000, 847-071-0005, 847-071-0007, 847-071-0020, 

847-071-0025, 847-071-0030, 847-071-0035, 847-071-0040, 847-

071-0050, 847-005-0005 

Rule Title: Implementing HB 2143 (2025) to establish five-needle protocol 

technician qualifications and regulations. 

 

The rulemaking hearing on the proposed rule convened at 10:01 a.m. Attendees were informed of 

the procedures for taking comments. They were also told that the hearing was being recorded. 

The purpose of the hearing was to provide an opportunity for public comment on the rules 

proposed by the Oregon Medical Board implementing HB 2143 (2025) to establish five-needle 

protocol technician qualifications and regulations. 

 

Staff Present: 

Elizabeth Ross, JD, Legislative & Policy Analyst 

Gretchen Kingham, Executive Assistant 

 

SUMMARY OF ORAL COMMENTS: 

The following persons testified at the hearing. Their testimony is summarized below. 

 

Lisa Rohleder, People's Organization of Community Acupuncture (POCA) Tech 

Supports the proposed 5NP rules as written and introduced a group of POCA Tech students to 

provide testimony. 

 

Andrew Babson, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 



 

 

Joanna McClish, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Dave Bamberger, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Kiara LaManna, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Lillian Olson, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Marie Songer, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Ella Gomez, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. Ella Gomez just moved from Washington State where they 

can practice 5NP and noticed a significant difference in friends and family well-being due to it. 

 

Nancy Lopez, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Erin Cook, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Kristen Melissa Garvin, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Kathleen Bodie, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Skip Van Meter, POCA Tech Dean of Students 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Chad McCarty, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

York Miller, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Julie Kronilkin, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 



 

 

Alyssa Mittling, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Winona Vaitekunas, Oregon Association of Acupuncturists Secretary and Registrar at 

POCA Tech 

Supports the current version of the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Jane Tarabocha, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Sara Biegelsen, Acupuncturist 

Member of the 5NP Workgroup and is in full support of the current rules as written. 

 

Elizabeth Ribeiro, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. Elizabeth Ribeiro is from Michigan where 5NP is legal and 

saw it used as a vital and accessible tool by non-physician and non-acupuncture providers, 

including nurses, peer support specialists, and other professionals. They stated 5NP can then be 

used in places as a low-barrier treatment and it's wonderful. 

 

Maddie Foley, Oregon Association of Acupuncturists Treasurer and Vice President 

Serves as the sole acupuncturist at Coburg Serenity Lane and has observed that residents find 

5NP treatments highly beneficial and valued. Maddie Foley supports the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Ryan Hofer, Naturopathic Doctor, POCA Tech Board Member 

Supports the 5NP rules as written and noted the rules honor 5NP's history as a complementary 

modality by increasing accessibility and fostering community development. The rules enable 

5NP technicians to both receive training and eventually become trainers themselves, creating a 

sustainable educational pathway. Ryan Hofer noted Oregon needs right-sized credentials to 

provide access to the training and affordable treatments.  

 

Riley Cushing, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Zachary Krebs, Acupuncturist  

Supports the current rules as written. Zachary Krebs thinks the rules are cool and are going to 

help a lot of people.  

 

Haley Merrit, Acupuncturist.  

Works at Working Class Acupuncture and supervises students for POCA Tech. Supports the 5NP 

rules as written. 

 

Yarrow Geggus, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 



 

 

 

Katia Bushanski, Acupuncture Student 

Third-year student of acupuncture planning to practice in the Corvallis area. Katia Bushanski 

read all the rules thoroughly and fully supports them as written.  

 

Jamila Wilson, POCA Tech Student 

Employee at the United Way of the Columbia Willamette serving in the Disaster and Climate 

Resilience Department. Supports the 5NP rules as written and emphasized the value of providing 

community-based organizations with access to 5NP training and resources. Jamila Wilson 

highlighted how 5NP will expand the toolkit available to community health workers. 

 

Julia Neese, POCA Tech Student 

Supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Sonya Hargrove, POCA Tech Student 

Completely and wholeheartedly supports the 5NP rules as written.  

 

Letty Dogheart 

Disabled veteran and community health educator and supports the 5NP protocol as it stands. 

 

Jaye Mejía-Duwan 

PhD candidate at the University of California in the Department of Environmental Science 

working in Portland and supports the 5NP rules as written. Jaye Mejía-Duwan noted in this 

political climate communities need these kinds of resources and access. The current rules ensure 

that the 5NP program is safe, accessible, affordable, and centers on community. 

 

Jennifer Kehl, Registered Nurse and Licensed Acupuncturist 

Provides 5NP in a harm reduction program in Eugene and supports the 5NP rules as written. 

 

Adrianna Locke, Acupuncturist 

Member of the 5NP Workgroup that developed the rules and clinic owner in Northeast Portland.  

Adrianna Locke was glad to see how the rules progressed and stands by them.  

 

Moses Cooper 

Supports the rules as written in the current write-up. 

 

The public hearing adjourned around 10:19 a.m. 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS:  

Written comments were accepted until 5 p.m. on November 24, 2025. Written comments 

attached below. 

 

 


