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Emeritus Status Licensees 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What is an Emeritus status license? 
A license for physicians, PAs, and acupuncturists living in Oregon who have retired from 
practice but who volunteer to provide medical care as a service to the community for no pay or 
any other type of direct or indirect monetary compensation.  
 
2. What are the benefits of an Emeritus status? 

• Reduced Fees: Emeritus licensees do not pay 
the full licensing fee, only a reduced fee. See 
the OMB’s Fee webpage for details.  

• Maintaining a Connection: Emeritus status 
allows one to stay connected to their 
profession in a volunteer capacity, usually 
after retiring from full-time practice. 

• Community Service: Emeritus status allows 
one to provide care to marginalized and 
underserved patients in service of Oregonians. 

 
3. May an Emeritus licensee receive meals or other 
nominal benefits for their practice? 
Yes, an Emeritus licensee may receive meals and 
reimbursement of expenses while volunteering. For example, they may be reimbursed for 
travel and lodging expenses while volunteering in an Oregon community away from their home. 
They may also receive nominal gifts or benefits such as a plaque or items with an organization’s 
logo (shirt, hat, cup, etc.).  
 
4. May an organization pay for an Emeritus licensees’ malpractice insurance? 
Yes, an organization may pay for or reimburse the licensee for the cost of malpractice insurance 
that covers their volunteer practice. 
 
5. May an organization donate to a nonprofit in honor of the Emeritus licensee? 
Yes, an Emeritus licensee may designate a nonprofit organization to receive a donation in honor 
of the Emeritus licensee as an acknowledgement of their volunteer service; however, the 
Emeritus licensee may not have a direct or indirect financial interest in the nonprofit 
organization. 
 
 

OAR 847-008-0030 Emeritus Registration 
 

(1) A licensee who has retired from active 
practice, but does only volunteer, non-
remunerative practice and receives no 
direct or indirect monetary compensation, 
may register and pay an annual emeritus 
registration fee. 
 

(2) The licensee with emeritus status who 
wishes to practice under a different 
license status must submit the 
reactivation application and fee and 
satisfactorily complete the reactivation 
process before beginning practice in 
Oregon. 

https://www.oregon.gov/omb/Licensing/Pages/Fees.aspx
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6. Are there any limitations on an Emeritus licensee’s scope of practice? 
No, but the licensee must meet the standard of care and abide by all state and federal laws 
regarding the practice of medicine. 
 
7. May an Emeritus licensee write prescriptions?  
Yes, if writing prescriptions is within their scope of practice and if they comply with DEA 
regulations. An Emeritus licensee must keep medical records on all patients.  
 
8. Do Emeritus licensees have to complete continuing education? 
Yes, emeritus licensees must complete a minimum number of continuing education hours and 
the Oregon-specific education in cultural competency and pain management. See the OMB’s 
continuing education webpage for details. 
 
9. How often is an Emeritus license renewed? 
An Emeritus license is only valid for one year; it may be renewed annually. 
 
10. How does a current OMB licensee switch to an Emeritus status license? 
An OMB licensee may request a status change in the online system 
(https://omb.oregon.gov/login) or by emailing licensing@omb.oregon.gov. 
 
We know there may be additional questions, please contact elizabeth.ross@omb.oregon.gov. 
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