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DRAFT  

 
 
Policy Name:  Attorney Warrant Removal Policy 

 
Number:  404.200.04.003 
 

 
Division:  Compliance, Audit & Performance 
 

 
Effective Date:   
 

 
Responsible Section:  Trial Support & Development 
 
 
Approved by:  Oregon Public Defense Commission 
 

 
Approval Date:   
 

 

PURPOSE: To require attorneys to withdraw from cases after a client has a 
warrant outstanding for set period of time.  

AUTHORITY:  ORS 135.050 (6) and ORS 151.216   

APPLICABILITY:  This policy applies all contract attorneys.  

DEFINITIONS FOR PURPOSES OF THIS POLICY: 

Bench Warrant: A warrant issued by a court after a defendant has failed to 
appear for a previously scheduled court hearing.  

POLICY:  

An attorney who has accepted a case under a contract for a maximum attorney 
caseload must close the case if the client has had a bench warrant outstanding 
for 90 consecutive days. This policy does not apply if the client is in custody in 
another jurisdiction.  
 

If a defendant returns to court after the attorney has closed the case under this 
policy but within the same OPDC contract the attorney should be reappointed 
to the case.  
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