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Dennis’ long career with OPRD began in 1982 as a Park Aide at Clyde Holliday State Park.  He was soon 
promoted to Park Ranger and served in that capacity until his promotion to Team Leader in 1997.  In 2004 he was 
promoted to his present position, Park Manager of the Clyde Holliday Management Unit.  As the manager of this 
management unit  he oversees four(4) cultural heritage areas; Frenchglen Hotel, Pete French Round Barn, Kam 
Wah Chung State Heritage Site, and Sumpter Valley Dredge State Heritage Area as well as three(3) 
campgrounds.  Dennis is active in the local community and served as the Mayor of Mt. Vernon, OR for 13 years 
and enjoys spending time with his family and friends. 

Brad’s diverse background ranging from surveying, construction superintendent, road construction and wild land 
firefighting has benefitted our management unit.  His career with OPRD began in July of 2008as a Park Ranger 3 
and just recently finished a 2 year commitment as a member the OPRD Safety Review Board.   Brad is certified 
with Oregon Association of Water Utilities as a Small System Operator. He has also attended Oregon Archeology 
training, Pacific Northwest Preservation Field School, Pacific Northwest Resource Management School and 
OPRD Visitors Safety Academy.   Brad’s leadership talents proved invaluable during the construction and 
completion of Bates State Park.  He rallied the troops daily, despite the 90 plus degree heat and the daunting task 
of planting 1500 trees and 3000 shrubs. Brad enjoys spending time with his grown children and other family 
members hunting, fishing and enjoying the outdoors.   

Christina began her career as Natural Resource Specialist 2(Museum Curator) with OPRD at Kam Wah Chung 
State Heritage Site in 2007.  Christina earned her M.A. in Museum Science from Texas Tech University and has 
worked for the National Park Service, Reformed Church of America’s Archives and the Juneau-Douglas City 
Museum in museum cataloging, archiving and research.  As the Museum Curator at Kam Wah Chung she is 
responsible for the administration and ongoing stewardship of the Kam Wah Chung museum collection and the day 
to day operations of the museum and interpretive center.  Christina is active in her church, the Canyon City 
Community Hall, and the Grant County Democrats.  Christi enjoys sewing, canning and her two dogs, Shilo and 
Dobie. 

 
In 2009Arther brought his background in wild land firefighting, mining and heavy equipment operation and repair to 
OPRD as a seasonal Park Ranger at Unity Lake.  His hard work and dedication transformed the campground and 
day-use area into a lush, beautiful landscape.  In 2011 Arther was selected as the full time Park Ranger for the 
2011 Park of the Year, Bates State Park and has since promoted to Park Ranger 2.  Art’s background in heavy 
equipment operation was a plus while the park was being developed and built.  We can count on Art to dive in to 
any project and see it through to completion. 

 
Rebecca moved to the John Day area in 2007.  She was a frequent visitor to the Clyde Holliday River trail and pond 
area and was very excited when the Park Specialist position at Clyde Holliday became available.  As Park Specialist 
and Host Coordinator Rebecca’s focus are the administrative tasks that assist the field staff to provide visitors with a 
positive, enjoyable experience at the properties within the Clyde Holliday Management Unit.  Rebecca is a Lay 
Leader at her church, spends time gardening, knitting,  and walking her “spirited” dog, CarrieDawn. 



What can you expect as the Park Ranger at Sumpter Valley Dredge State Heritage Area? 

This position is an ideal opportunity for the individual that demonstrates skills to independently plan and implement, or lead others in completing complex park operation work 
related to park resource interpretation, provide guidance to seasonal park staff for day to day maintenance, operations, and project activities. Sumpter Valley Dredge SHA is a day 
use facility that utilizes one set of park hosts and one seasonal Ranger Assistant position.  The Ranger works closely with the Friends of the Sumpter Valley Dredge Cooperative 
Association and is expected to attend meetings and functions of this group.  Sumpter Valley Dredge SHA is located 1.5 hours from the Clyde Holliday Management Unit office. 

What properties are included in the Clyde Holliday Management Unit? 

Sumpter Valley Dredge State Heritage Area is nestled at the base of the majestic granite peaks of the Elkhorn Mountain Range.  The Powder River is born deep within the 
range and picks up speed as it spills down the Sumpter Valley traveling through the park before reaching Phillips Reservoir.  This waterway was the vine of life during the boom 
days of the gold rush.  The landscape still bears the scars.  Miles of tailings line the banks of the river, a remembrance from the prosperous days of mining.   The Sumpter Valley 
Dredge – the centerpiece of our park –left much of the rock footprint that you’ll see on your trek along Highway 7.  The dredge in the park is the last of three built on the Powder 
River.   Built in 1935, it ran until 1954.  There are many walking trails, picnic areas, bird and wildlife watching for visitor enjoyment. 

Bates State Park opened in 2011.  The park is located on the site of the former Edwards Hines Lumber Company town of Bates, Oregon.  In1975 the sawmill closed as did the 
town.  OPRD acquired the property from Grant County in 2008 and development of the park began.  28 primitive campsites, a hiker-biker camp and a large day-use picnic area 
inhabit this former mill site.  An extensive trail system and picturesque pond also adorn this out of the way gem in our management unit.  Located off OR Hwy. 7 on Middle Fork 
Lane the park property is bordered by the Middle Fork of the John Day River. 

Clyde Holliday State Recreation Site is an oasis bordering the beautiful John Day River. Located 6 miles west of the community of John Day, the campground boasts 31 sites, 
each one clothed with a variety of trees and other plants that provide that private, secluded feeling.  Two Teepees are located along the banks of the John Day River and are 
available for nightly rental through the OPRD Reservation system.  There is a vast day-use area perfect for large group picnics under the shade of numerous large cottonwood 
trees.  A walking trail along the river provides optimal bird watching opportunities and the pond at the west end of the trail is stocked with trout in the spring and summer for 
anglers. 

Frenchglen Hotel State Heritage Site is a historic 8 room hotel with dining area that operates Mid-March to mid-November.  The hotel is located on OR 205, 60 miles south of 
Burns and is operated by a concessionaire agreement.. 

Pete French Round Barn State Heritage Site is located in Southeast Oregon, off OR 78, 14 miles S. of New Princeton.  This historic 19th century barn was built by Peter French 
at a time when he ran several thousand horses.  Horses had to be broken every day of the year and Pete wanted a place to handle them regardless of weather.  The barn is a 
hundred feet in diameter and has a sixty-foot round stone corral in the middle, with an outer circle paddock twenty feel wide for working horses.  In 2010 OPRD coordinated a 
historic preservation renovation of the roof and stonework. 

Kam Wah Chung State Heritage Site and Museum located in the town of John Day is a must see for anyone with an interest in Oregon history.  Built to preserve the legacy of 
the Chinese workforce in Oregon, the museum contains artifacts and displays that share some of the trials of everyday life of these people.  Chinese businessman Lung On and 
herbal doctor ing Hay worked out of this building.  Dr. Hay administered care to the Chinese gold-mine workers, pioneers, and others from the John Day area and beyond by using 
traditional Chinese remedies.  The structure was built as a trading post on The Dalles Military Road in the mid-1800’s.  Tours of the Museum are guided and run at the beginning 
of each hour, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., 7 days a week beginning May 1st through October 31st.  Free tickets for the day of the tours are available at the Interpretive Center. The Kam Wah 
Chung Interpretive Center houses an impressive exhibit illustrating life for the Chinese and local people of the area from the late 1800’s- mid 1900’s.  

Unity Lake State Recreation Site is a fisherman’s paradise.  The day-use area houses spacious parking area for boat trailers and has waterskiing access as well.  Trout, crappie, 
small-mouth bass are some of the species available to the angler on a year-round basis.  The day-use area is open year-round to accommodate numerous ice fisherman during 
the winter months.  The campground is open April 1st through October 31st and has 35 sites that can accommodate RV’s up to 60 feet in length. A hiker-biker camp and 2 cabins 
round out the lodging options at Unity. 

Unity Forest State Scenic Corridor and Unity Wayside offer miles of scenic vistas, viewpoints, and access to the area. 
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 Local community life and activities 

Sumpter is 4,424 feet above sea level.  The year-round population of Sumter is approximately 191.  Activities and nature’s amenities include great fishing, swimming, boating 
(nearby), camping, gold panning, hunting, and snowmobiling, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, backpacking, 4-wheeling, and hiking.  The Sumpter Valley Railway Restorations, 
Inc. operates a Historic Steam Narrow Gauge Railroad.  Enjoy a ride on the train and experience what is was like to travel by train in the early 1900’s. Large Flea Markets are held 
on Memorial Day, 4th of July and Labor Day weekends.  Vendors set up throughout the town and it takes a “good day” to see all the wares.  Baker City is approximately 25 miles to 
the north and is the nearest population center.  School and weather information is available on the Visit Baker website, select  Live & Work, Regional Facts & Figures.  Please see 
the websites listed below for more information about Sumpter and  surrounding communities: 

http://www.historicsumpter.com     

http://www.grantcountychamber.com;      

http://www.visitbaker.com 

http://www.historicsumpter.com/
http://www.grantcountychamber.com/
http://www.visitbaker.com/

