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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

November 16, 2016 Meeting 
 
 

 
 
Agenda Item:   10a          Information 
 
Topic:     Forestry Projects - Forest health, management planning 
 
Presented by:     Trevor Taylor, Stewardship Manager and Craig Leech, Park Forester 
 

 
 
 
Background: Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) Stewardship Section has been 
working on various forest health/management projects over the biennium. These projects include 
the following: 
 
Racket Ridge - A forest thinning project that took place at Silver Falls State Park was completed 
this summer.  The project was a timber sale comprised of two separate units totaling 56 acres.  
The Racket Ridge thinning was designed to implement the forest management objectives 
outlined in the Forest Management Policy. The three main objectives of the policy achieved with 
this project were to: improve forest health, increase biodiversity and continued stewardship of 
OPRD forests. 
 
Northgate - A 358 acres area within Silver Falls State Park was acquired in 2005 and 2006 
which consist mainly of old Christmas tree plantations.  We have identified 70 distinct 
management units within this planning area.  Many of these units have been targeted for 
restoration work this biennium totaling 66 acres which include pre-commercial thinning by 
mastication and chainsaw and some Christmas bough collection.  The restoration objectives for 
these areas are to establish a native forest toward the anticipated pathway of older forest 
structure. 
 
North Group Camp - A forest thinning project of 18 acres at the north group camping area 
within Silver Falls State Park was designed to implement the forest management objectives 
outlined in the Forest Management Policy.  This project was in response to future development 
in the area. 
 
Weigh Station Fire - A 687 acre fire occurred in July 2016 at the Deadman Pass area of the 
Blue Mountains.  175 acres of the Blue Mountain State Scenic Corridor owned by OPRD were 
within the perimeter of the fire.  Restoration work will involve timber salvage, native grass 
seeding, debris clean-up, seedling planting, and invasive weed control and monitoring. 
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Proposed projects for the upcoming biennium may include: 
 
Chester Armstrong Campground/Forest Thinning - A 20 acre area located at Brian Booth 
State Park is in the initial planning stages for a future campground.  This forest area is in need of 
a thinning project to remove trees for planned roads and spacing of trees to increase the vitality 
of the forest stand. 
 
Sam Boardman - The Sam Boardman State Scenic Corridor is in need of view shed 
enhancements. In coordination with Oregon Department of Transportation, 15 separate sites 
along the corridor will be treated to enhance views along the southern Oregon coast. 
 
Elmer Feldenheimer - An initial 80 acre forest thinning project shall be completed in the next 
biennium to meet the objectives of the 2014 Ecola-Feldenheimer Natural Resource Management 
Plan in Elmer Feldenheimer State Natural Area. 
 
LL Stub Stewart - A 25 acres forest thinning project is designed to implement the forest 
management objectives outlined in the Forest Management Policy. 
 
 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission: None 
 
Action Requested: None 
 
Attachments: Forest Management Policy and Vicinity Map 
 
Prepared by: Trevor Taylor, Stewardship Manager; Craig Leech, Park Forester 
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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

November 16, 2016 
 
 

 
 
Agenda Item:   10b                Action 
 
Topic:    Denial of Grande Ronde Scenic Waterway Notice of Intent to Build a 

Fishing Cabin 
 
Presented by:     Trevor Taylor, Stewardship Section Manager 
 

 
 
 
Background: 
David and Connie Howell own property within a Natural River Area section of the Grande 
Ronde State Scenic Waterway. They have submitted a Notice of Intent form proposing to build a 
rustic fishing cabin that would be within view of the river. State Scenic Waterway regulation 
OAR 736-040-0047 (2)(b)(A) for this Natural River Area requires that any “new structures and 
associated improvements shall be totally obscured from view from the river.” This property also 
sits within a ‘Wild’ segment of the federally-designated Grande Ronde Wild and Scenic River 
Corridor. 
 
 
History: 

 October of 2010, the Howells submitted a Notice of Intent form proposing to build two 
cabins on their property. They proposed to build one cabin on a site next to the river and 
the other on a terrace above the river. This application was denied by the Commission. 

 February of 2012, the Howells applied for a Conditional Use Permit through the Wallowa 
Planning Department. It had been over a year since the original Notice of Intent was 
filed. Understanding that OPRD no longer had any jurisdiction over the application, 
OPRD sent a letter to the Planning Commission requesting that, if they approved of a 
cabin location, that they only allow the location on the terrace. However, this permit 
process did not move forward.  

 July of 2016, the Howells again applied for a Conditional Use Permit with Wallowa 
County. The Planning Commission deferred a decision until the OPRD could consider 
the proposal.  

 July of 2016, the Bureau of Land Management submitted a letter to the Wallowa County 
Planning Department recommending the Conditional Use Permit be denied because the 
proposal does not fit within the intent of the Grande Ronde Wild & Scenic River Corridor 
designation. 
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 September of 2016, staff met with the Howells on-site to discuss a new application 
because the Howells had decided to change their proposal. At this time, they wanted to 
propose one, larger cabin in the location on the terrace above the river.  Staff evaluated 
the potential impacts on the scenic values of the Grand Ronde River. Staff determined 
that the cabin would be visible from the river at its proposed location and requested that 
the Howells relocate the proposed cabin. Mr. Howell was unwilling to adjust the cabin 
location, although he was willing to plant some screening vegetation. Screening at this 
location may obscure the cabin somewhat, but due to the landscape and location of the 
cabin, it could not be fully obscured and would likely remain visible from several 
locations on the river. Staff notified Mr. Howell of the regulations and said that they 
could file a new Notice of Intent, but that the final determination would be made by the 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 October of 2016, the Howells filed a new Notice of Intent form with the cabin located on 
the terrace in the same location as noted above in a location that would be visible from 
the river. 

 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
We propose denying application approval at this time because the proposed cabin would be 
visible from the river and therefore out of compliance with OAR 736-040-0047 (2)(b)(A).   
 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission: Denied a State Scenic Waterway application on September 22, 
2010. 
 
Action Requested: Approval of staff recommendation to notify applicant that proposal would 
impair the natural beauty of the scenic waterway and violate administrative rules and therefore 
cannot be approved. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Howell Scenic Waterway NOI_2016 
2. BLM Letter_2016 
3. Howell Conditional Use Permit_2016 
4. Howell Conditional Use Permit and OPRD Recommendation_2012 
5. SSW Howell Denial Letter_2010 
6. Howell Scenic Waterway NOI_2010 

 
Prepared by: Jean Jancaitis, Mountain Region Natural Resource Specialist 
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