
2026 NASPVA Conference hosted by Oregon State Parks  
October 19-23 Newport, Oregon 

 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20  
 
STRENGTHENING VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT: STRUCTURE, 
CULTURE & PRACTICE 

 
 

Hallmark Resort Newport 
 7:00 – 10 AM Conference Check-in Open D Deck Lower Lobby 

 7:00–8:00 AM BREAKFAST 
Sunset Gallery 

 

 8:00–8:45 AM 
Welcome & Conference Introductions 
Engagement Programs Manager: Allison Watson & NASPVA 

D Deck Salon 

 8:45-9:00 AM 
Welcome & OPRD Introduction 
OPRD Director: Lisa Sumption 

D Deck Salon 

 9:00–9:45 AM 
Understanding OPRD: Structure, Roles &                               
Volunteer Program Landscape 
Engagement Programs Manager: Allison Watson 

D Deck Salon 

 9:45-10:00 AM BREAK D Deck Lower Lobby 
10:00–11:00 AM Statewide Culture of Volunteer Service: Creating 

Connection & Engagement 
Regional Program Coordinators: Carlie Childs, Jill Nishball, Tara 
McDowell  

D Deck Salon 

11:00–12:00 PM Recruiting Volunteers: Strategies for Rural & Urban 
Areas 
Oregon Heritage Grants & Outreach Coordinator: Kuri Gill 
Communications Manager: Lauren Wirtis  

D Deck Salon 

12:00–12:45 PM LUNCH D Deck Lower Lobby 

Afternoon Field Session: South Beach State Park 
12:45 – 1:00 PM Meet in front of the lobby entrance 

Vans will depart at 1:00pm 
Main Hotel Lobby 

Hallmark Breezeway 
1:30–2:15 PM MU-Level Culture: Staff Engagement, Recognition  

& Expectations 
Park Manager: Brian Fowler   
Park Specialist: Hannah Hines-Petty 

South Beach Meeting 
Yurt 

2:15–3:15 PM ADA Boardwalk & Park Tour South Beach State Park 
 

 
Agenda Continued on 

Reverse » 
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3:30–4:30 PM Accessibility in Action: What Every State Park 
Volunteer Coordinator and Host Should Know  
Tribal Relations & ADA Coordinator: Helena Kesch 
Park Ranger: Heather Kern 

South Beach Meeting 
Yurt 

 

4:30–5:30PM NASPD & NASPVA Board Announcements South Beach Meeting 
Yurt 

Hallmark Resort Newport 

6:00 – 6:30 PM Personal Time Hallmark Resort 
6:30 – 7:30 PM DINNER Sunset Gallery 
7:30 – 9:00 PM Social Hour Ward Room 

SNEAK 
PEEK: 
Wednesday 

• Breakfast in the Sunset Gallery 7am-8am 
• ALL DAY FIELD SESSION at Jessie M. Honeyman 

Memorial State Park & Heceta Head Lighthouse 
Things to know: 
•  It might be windy and rainy. Cell service is limited. 

Restrooms available onsite. 
• Travel time to Jessie M. Honeyman from Hallmark Resort 

is approximately 75mins. 
• Boxed lunch provided onsite. Plan to eat in the field. 
• Vans will be located outside the Hallmark Front Entrance. 

If you must drive separately, let us know. Parking is 
limited. 

• Snacks provided in vans 
• Expect some uneven surfaces, longer walks and varied 

terrain. If this is a concern, please let us know. 
 


