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4. Purchase of the Whale Cove property would be highly desirable.  

Nevertheless, the practice of accepting direct financial help to increase the 
desirability of a land exchange—rather than basing the decision entirely on 
the land to be exchanged—could be a slippery slope.  We urge the 
commission to consider this very warily in general terms, not just with regard 
to this exchange. 

 
5. Proposed purchase of the Grouse Mountain property should be completely 

excluded from consideration of this land exchange.  The properties and the 
value they provide to the public aren’t comparable.  Coastal shorelands are a 
rare and precious resource, and have many values to the public, ranging from 
their high visitorship to their potential role as a buffer in an era of climate 
change.  However desirable the Grouse Mountain property may be for its own 
sake, it should be irrelevant to this proposed exchange with Bandon Biota.  
The use of funds enabling a purchase elsewhere to affect the calculation of 
value of a land exchange that otherwise would not sufficiently benefit the 
public is a step down the slippery slope mentioned above in point #4. 

 
6. The commission should look very carefully at the impact that long-term 

climate change, and especially sea level rise, would have on the value of these 
properties.  Increased erosion and flooding could render the Bandon Biota 
parcels of far less value, while increasing the value of the OPRD parcel as a 
buffer.  The commission should take time to thoroughly explore this question 
before making a decision. 

 
7. The decision in this matter will set an important precedent in establishing the 

“overwhelming public benefit” standard.  This is why Oregon Shores has 
focused more intently on the process than on the ultimate decision to date.  
Our position is that in considering a major exchange of land initiated by a 
private party, OPRD staff should make all relevant information available to 
the public, then allow a sufficient period for the public to consider the 
information and then comment to the commission.  That basic standard has 
not been met in this case to this point.  We would suggest that all relevant 
information should be publicly presented to the commission at one meeting, 
and made available to the public, with final deliberation toward a decision at 
the following commission meeting.  At the least, the public should have three 
full weeks after all information has been disclosed to comment.  In any case, 
the public has not yet received full details on the ecological or fiscal value of 
the parcels that Bandon Biota wishes to trade, let alone had time to comment, 
so the Parks and Recreation Commission should at this time set the proposed 
exchange aside as not yet being ripe for decision. 
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RE: PUBLIC COMMENT – Re Bandon / Grant County proposal 
 
 
I own the land West and North of the Meredith property. My ranch borders this property for 

more than five miles. 

 

The Grouse Mountain acquisition does not meet the legal or practical standards to be a new state 

park.  All real estate is unique in its own way.  There is nothing outstanding on this property to 

include it as a state park. 

 

I owned and operated the land and meadows on the lower reaches of Beech Creek for 50 years 

before Meredith’s acquired it. The rest of the property is familiar as well.  I have farmed, ran 

cattle, fixed fence and been on that property for almost 50 years. I own and operate 4,000 acres 

that has over 5 miles of common boundary with Meredith’s property.  To this date, no one from 

the State has contacted me by any means about this plan.  I can only assume that is because they 

don’t want information or input. 

 

If the State Parks need office space and equipment storage in Grant County, the Mt. Vernon 

school and 9 acres are now privately owned and available for purchase. It would be a wonderful 

headquarters, meeting and educational space. If Grant County needs more State parks, why not 

place them on land that is already owned by the government.  ODF&W own a lot of land in 

Grant County.  A park on the South Fork or Murders Creek or Canyon Meadows would be a 

welcome addition and would free up millions of dollars in acquisition and maintenance costs. 

 

Shaun Robertsons comments are correct and based upon facts and firsthand experience.  I 

incorporate his comments and submissions to not make this comment any more lengthy. I urge 

the commission to do the smart thing with Oregonians money and find a different place for a 



new State Park rather than the Grouse Mountain parcel. 

 

 

 

Mike Kilpatrick 


































