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The NPS in Oregon:
A few thoughts for 2016

Steve Mark

Crater Lake National Park
Initially withdrawn 1885
part of forest reserve 1893
Established by Congress 1902
183,224 acres in size,
expanded in 1932 and 1980
Current visitation ~ 600,000

Steve Mark photo 

George Grant photo
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(Published in 2011 by the 
University of Calgary Press)

United States Geological Survey (b. 1879)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (b. 1863)
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Bureau of Pensions formed 1833
Merged into Veterans Administration 1930

Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation (BOR)
Formed 1962;
Dissolved into 
Heritage Conservation
& Recreation Service  
1977, back to NPS in 
1981
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Stephen T. Mather, First Director of the NPS with
the route of a proposed National Park to Park 
Highway, 1918

Recreation as multi-jurisdictional

First national forest campground
and first engineered recreational
trail on a national forest…
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A battle for hearts and minds?

1933 Executive 
Order, transfer of all 
national monuments 
to NPS (took effect in 
1934)
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USFS campgrounds in Oregon and 
Washington totaled almost 900 by World 
War II, with some 6,000 camp units

NPS as federal 
conduit for funding 
development in state 
parks through work 
relief programs like 
CCC, PWA, and 
WPA

Oregon Coast Highway in Curry County
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Bradley Wayside (top) Neahkahnie Mt. (below)

Conrad L. Wirth (left), Lawrence C. Merriam (center), 
and State Parks Superintendent  Sam Boardman at the 
Administration Building, Crater Lake National Park in 
1936.

Sam Boardman (c. 1950)
Highway Commission with OSHD engineers 

State Park 
visits, 2005

“Sermonettes”

No camping

Free entry
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NPS recreational studies

Planning and a 
passive role with only 
several exceptions
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National Park Proposed
for Curry County, 1940 
perhaps a parting of the 
ways…

Shift toward
development 
in both state
and national 
parks during 
the 1950s 
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Role of Senator 
Richard Neuberger
in acquisition of 
Fort Clatsop, then 
an ill-fated national 
seashore… 
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A result never in doubt…

All alone in historic 
preservation!

Starting with HABS in 1934…
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Affiliated area in 1941
(later part of Fort Vancouver)
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Urban renewal battles of
the 1950s and 60s…

Elisabeth Walton  Potter
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One of many partners 
with the University of 
Oregon

Cultural Resources Management reaches the 
“natural” parks…
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Questions and discussion?
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