Oregon Heritage Commission

11 a.m. January 28, 2013
Room 124 North Mall Office Building
725 Summer St. NE
Salem, Oregon
APPROVED MINUTES
Members present:  Daniel Cantrall, MariLou Diamond, Kimberly Jensen, David Lewis, Jan Mitchell, Andrea Morgan, Roger Roper, Layne Sawyer, Jon Tullis.
Members by phone: Carol Michael, Kerry Tymchuk.

Staff Present:  Kyle Jansson, Kuri Gill, Cara Kaser.

Public Present:  Chrissy Curran, Christine D’Arcy, Christine Drazan, M.J. Koreiva, Alex Phillips, Dennis Schmidling, Jim Scheppke.
Mitchell called the meeting to order at 11:18 a.m. Commissioners introduced themselves.
Tullis moved the preliminary agenda be approved, Lewis second. Approved unanimously.

Minutes: Lewis moved the draft minutes of Oct. 22 be approved. Tullis second. Approved unanimously.

Cultural Advocacy Coalition and Cultural Economic Value: Christine Drazan, the new CAC director, reviewed recent coalition activity and the issues it is following in this year’s Legislature.  The activity has included a study of the cultural economy in Oregon and the hiring of the Victory Group to support its lobbying. The report determined that the annual aggregate economic impact of Oregon’s cultural nonprofit organizations is $1.2 billion in sales and $466 million in wages. The CAC’s priority for the legislative session is the extension of the tax credit for the Cultural Trust.
Commissioner Reports: Tullis said Timberline Lodge has again become part of the Historic Hotels of America program.

Jensen reported the Century of Action concluded its celebration of the women’s suffrage centennial in November.  She thanked the Commission for supporting its website and exhibit.

Morgan said she met with a group of Oregon museum educators regarding the new common core standards.

Sawyer said the Archives is providing students from a class at Western Oregon University experience working in an archives.

Diamond noted that the “Body Beautiful” exhibit at the Portland Art Museum had concluded tha that the Oregon Railway History Center had opened.

Lewis said the All-Tribes Powwow this past weekend was the best attended of the series. He has also been working to get the museum opened at Grand Ronde and other projects.

Mitchell said she had attended the opening of the Barbey Maritime Center at the Columbia River Maritime Museum.

Nominating Committee:  Mitchell, noting that her term as a commission will expire in June, said she has appointed a committee of Tullis, Jensen and herself to make a recommendation of a new chair. It will report back at the commission’s May meeting.
Cultural Trust Funds Designation: Jansson said in making recommendations for Cultural Trust funding he has been basing them upon the goals identified in the Heritage Vitality Report. Jansson also told about the recent meeting at the Oregon Historical Society about the Oregon Encyclopedia, which OHS has decided to take on operations of in conjunction with its Oregon History Project.  He recommended that $10,000 of the remaining Cultural Trust funds for FY 2013 be designated to assist with the transfer of the Encyclopedia to OHS, $10,000 be used to create a technical assistance provider on the southern Oregon coast, and $4,671 to help with expanding the MentorCorps that is part of the Connecting to Collections project. After discussion, Lewis made a motion to designate half of the funds to the Oregon Encyclopedia project for its transition and half to create the southern Oregon coast technical assistance provider. Jensen seconded. Approved unanimously.
Administrative Rule Advisory Board: Jansson and Gill said an advisory committee had met to review staff-recommended changes to the Division 53 administrative rules governing the Commission’s grant programs and statewide celebration designations. Besides clarifying language that was unclear, the rule changes would also change how grant review committees are comprised, all state universities to receive heritage grant funds, and allow up to six percent of grant funds to be used for indirect costs. The Heritage Commission cannot enact administrative rules; that authority rests with the OPRD Commission. Commissioners discussed the proposals. Lewis made a motion to recommend to the OPRD Commission that changes be made to Division 53 and that it begin the rulemaking process. Diamond seconded. Approved unanimously.
Legislative Task Force Update: Jansson reported that Task Force chair Kerry Tymchuk and vice-chair are writing op-ed pieces about the Task Force recommendations for use by newspapers around Statehood Day.
Heritage Tourism Study: Jansson made the presentation about the heritage tourism study findings that he has presented elsewhere. The final statistic is that cultural heritage travelers had an economic impact of $19.7 billion during their most recent visit to Oregon.
Stafford Statewide Celebration Designation: Schepppke and Schmidling noted the declaration that had been drafted for the Commission. Schmidling talked about William Stafford’s output of more than 47,000 poems, books and other activities during his lifetime. Scheppke talked about how the Oregon Reads program plans to highlight Stafford during 2014. Lewis made a motion approving the declaration making the centennial of William Stafford’s birth celebration in 2014 a statewide celebration. Jensen second. Approved unanimously. Scheppke concluded the presentation by reading Stafford’s “Summer Poem.”  Mitchell signed the declaration and it was given to the proponents.
Heritage All-Star Community Designation: Gill reviewed applications submitted by Cottage Grove, Roseburg and Salem, and talked about how they met designation criteria. Tullis moved that Cottage Grove, Roseburg and Salem (with some additional details in its application) be designated Heritage All-Star Communities. Lewis seconded. Approved unanimously.
Grant Updates:  Gill gave information about how several grant applicants have successfully completed their projects. She said all of the heritage grant applicants have concluded their projects, except for one that has been granted an extension to complete additional work using its previously awarded funds.
SHRAB Strategic Plan: Cantrall gave commissioners copy of the SHRAB’s new 5-year plan and how it will be carried out.
Heritage MentorCorps: Jansson said the Commission is still waiting for legislative acceptance of the IMLS grant, although no issues are expected. Meanwhile, efforts to contract a coordinator, develop curriculum and find meeting sites and dates have been underway. He expected that he, Gill and Kaser likely will spend a quarter of their time during the next few months with managing the grant.
Heritage Conference: Gill said conference planning with the Architectural Heritage Center is well underway. The Commission meeting will take place May 9.
Adjournment: Mitchell officially closed the meeting at 3:45 p.m.
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