Oregon Heritage Commission

July 22, 2013
Tamástslikt Cultural Institute
47106 Wildhorse Blvd., Pendleton

APPROVED MINUTES
Members present:  Daniel Cantrall, Brian Carter (for Oregon Historical Society), MaryKay Dahlgreen, MariLou Diamond, Kimberly Jensen, David Lewis, Eric Martin, Carol Michael,  Jan Mitchell, Roger Roper, Layne Sawyer, Jon Tullis.
Staff Present:  Kyle Jansson, Kuri Gill.

Public Present:  David Meriweather, Mikel Dwain, Kimberly Howard, Connie Nice, Karly Squires.
Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. Commissioners introduced themselves.
County administrator Meriweather, public works director Mikel Dwain, and museum administrator Nice welcomed the Commission to Hood River, and talked about the museum.

Tullis moved the revised preliminary agenda be approved, Jensen second. Approved unanimously.

Minutes: Michael moved the draft minutes of July 22 be approved. Martin second. Approved unanimously.

Public Comments: None.

Commissioner Comments and Reports: Michael, Diamond, Tullis, Jensen, Dahlgreen, Morgan, Cantrall and Lewis reported on their recent activities and current Oregon heritage issues.

Grantmaking and Administration: Gill said the Commission last biennium awarded $328,000 in grants that was matched by $723,000 in 45 projects in the state. Two of the projects received Oregon Heritage Excellence Awards. A simple online application will be used to speed up processing and decisionmaking this biennium. 
2014-2019 Oregon Heritage Plan: The four subcommittees (Education, Advocacy/Communications, Collections, and Tourism/Economic Development) presented their revised goals, and commissioners discussed them. Jansson will prepare a complete draft plan based upon these recommendations for the next meeting, including information about Oregon heritage, its value and the Commission. There would be two versions of this document, but with the same goals. First version for public; a second more detailed version for Commission to manage its work. Goals in each will be the same.
Tour: Commissioners toured the Tamástslikt Cultural Institute’s collections area.

Legislative Developments:  Jansson reviewed passage of SB 5002 (some funding of Oregon Historical Society), SB 5533 (some funding for Confluence Project and High Desert Museum), and HB 3367 (Cultural Trust tax credit). Morgan reviewed passage of SB 739 to create an Oregon Studies curriculum.  Commissioners discussed the new laws. Martin moved the Commission send a letter to the Governor (copied to Deputy School Superintendent Rob Saxton) applauding legislative interest shown by SB 739 in the continuing education of Oregon students in Oregon history, and that the effort will:


-- follow best pedagogical practices in developing the academic content standards, training and classroom instructional materials;

-- consult classroom teachers throughout the process;


-- place people highlighted in the materials within the diverse “big picture” of Oregon history; and


-- involve local heritage organizations in helping provide teachers locally focused information about the contributions of the racial groups that are identified in Senate Bill 739. 
Seconded by Jensen. Approved unanimously.

Motion by Martin to ask Heritage Commission staff to follow SB 739’s implementation, to report back to the Commission on the implementation, and to engage with the project group that undertakes the work. Seconded by Jensen. Approved unanimously.

Collections Care and Development: Supplementing the written report he had prepared earlier, Jansson reported on the recent training for the new Heritage MentorCorps and this fall’s workshops. Melton talked about the technical assistance provided by Tamástslikt on behalf of the Commission. 
Education: Gill reported on the 2013 Heritage Conference that took place in East Portland and the 2014 conference scheduled for Albany.
Cultural Trust Allocation: The Cultural Trust will distribute approximately $47,000 to the Commission this month after commissioners decide how they want to use the money. Jansson recommended that $20,000 be designated to the technical assistance program in southern Oregon, and that a subcommittee form to determine the remainder.  Commissioners asked questions about the effectiveness of the program, the choice of the three regions, the long-term need for funding technical assistance, and the process used to make the recommendation. Lewis moved that the Commission designate $10,000 for the southern Oregon technical assistance program. Diamond second. Approved unanimously.
Bylaws: The discussion was postponed until the next meeting.
Adjournment: Martin motion to adjourn. Tullis seconded. Approved. Lewis adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m.
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