Oregon Heritage Commission

9:30 a.m. Feb. 6, 2012
Teleconference
Public Listening Room in Room 146,

North Mall Office Building

725 Summer St NE, Ste. C

Salem
APPROVED MINUTES
Members present:  Constance Beaumont, Daniel Cantrall, Kimberly Jensen, David Lewis, Eric Martin, Carol Michael, Jan Mitchell, Andrea Morgan, Roger Roper, E. John Rumpakis, Layne Sawyer, Dawnielle Tehama, Jon Tullis, Irene Zenev.
Staff Present:  Kyle Jansson, Kuri Gill, Cara Kaser.

Visitors Present: Kimberly Howard.

Mitchell called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. Commissioners introduced themselves and welcomed new member Dawnielle Tehama. 

Jansson recommended adding commissioner comments and reports, and public comments and reports to the agenda. Michael moved the revised draft agenda be accepted. Jensen second. Approved.

Commissioner Comments: Mitchell asked about the status of appointments to the Legislative Task Force on Heritage Vitality. Jansson said he and Roper have been in touch with the Governor’s Office about them. Any further contact should wait until after the Legislative session is concluded. Mitchell also noted that Oregon Historical Society executive director Kerry Tymchuk has been absent from the past several meetings and wondered if she should meet with him to encourage his participation. Tullis said he would join her, if time were available. Commissioners concurred.
Public Comments:  None

Minutes of December 9, 2011: The draft minutes were presented. Rumpakis said the name of Bill Failing, the incoming president of the Oregon Historical Society, had been misspelled. Rumpakis moved the revised minutes be approved. Martin seconded. Approved unanimously.

Coordinator’s Reports:

Legislative Task Force:  Jansson said the deadline for the Task Force report is Oct. 1.  Its first meeting, if appointments are made now, will likely be this spring. He will be developing an outline for the final report as well as for research. Jensen asked if there was anything that Commissioners could do to support the effort. Jansson said there was nothing at this time.
Heritage Tourism Study:  Jansson said the funds that the Commission had approved for this project had been frozen in December to accommodate the general request by the Governor and legislative leaders. Also frozen were funds for the Oregon Encyclopedia and the two technical assistance contracts. Beaumont noted comments by Arthur Frommer about the importance of cultural heritage tourism.
IMLS Grant Application:  Jansson said he had spent a large segment of time during the past two months preparing the grant proposal which would help support the Connecting to Collections project. 

Heritage Conference:  Jansson said planning of the program is nearing completion. Bob Sutton, chief historian of the National Park Service, will likely be the keynote speaker, with Matt Love to be the awards dinner speaker.  The Commission meeting will be April 26 at a site away from the Salem Conference Center where the conference is.  Gill said she is especially excited about the conference’s workshops.
Digital Newspaper Project:  Jansson provided statistics on the Oregon Digital Newspaper Project from its launch July 29, 2011 until the end of the year. A total of 188,000 pages were loaded to the site from newspapers in 24 cities. There were 23,595 site visits from 125 countries and more than 130 Oregon communities; 14,864 unique visitors with 386,578 page views; about 16 pages viewed per visit with about 10 minutes spent on the site.  He had provided commissioners with a list of newspapers from which about 100,000 pages will be added in the coming year. The papers are located in Corvallis, Joseph/Enterprise, Grants Pass, St. Helens and Toledo. The project is looking for additional funding to continue the project. Rumpakis said this is information that should be shared with legislators. Mitchell asked that staff forward the statistics given so that she could draft a news release regarding the project for local newspapers.
Grant updates:  Gill said all of the Museum and Heritage Grant contracts have been signed. They were temporarily subject to the spending freeze, but that was lifted.  Beaumont said the Oregon Transportation and Growth Management Program is now accepting pre-applications for its grant funds.
Heritage Excellence Awards:  Kaser said the selection committee had reviewed 19 nominations and selected seven. They reflect a variety of heritage activity and will be presented April 27 at the conference.

More Commissioner Comments and Reports:

Tullis said KXL-FM is broadcasting a series of “History Minutes” as part of its 85th anniversary.

Jensen noted that Jansson had identified a bill in the current legislative session, HB 4014, that will eliminate History of Women Week in Oregon schools. She said she is concerned that it might send a wrong message about studying women in history. Morgan said it is part of a mandate relief bill. It and the other two weeks included in the bill are the only ones potentially tied to a specific time, and are way off from when teachers typically instruct the topic.  Teaching women’s history will still be required and is in current standards.
Lewis said that a lot of schools do not have a curriculum for teaching tribal and ethnic history. He asked that the Commission discuss at its next meeting creating a program to improve teaching about this history. Among the participants suggested by commissioners for the discussion included Oregon Humanities, the Oregon Historical Society, and the Oregon Folklife Network. Jansson said he will contact Lewis about setting something up for the next meeting.
Adjournment: Tullis moved the meeting be adjourned. Michael second. Approved. Mitchell adjourned the meeting at 10:35 a.m.
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