Oregon Heritage Commission

2 p.m.. May 21, 2012
Teleconference
Public Listening Room in Room 237,

North Mall Office Building

725 Summer St NE, Ste. C

Salem
APPROVED MINUTES
Members present:  Carole Astley, David Lewis, Eric Martin, Carol Michael, Jan Mitchell, Roger Roper, E. John Rumpakis, Layne Sawyer, Dawnielle Tehama, Jon Tullis.
Staff Present:  Kyle Jansson, Kuri Gill, Cara Kaser.

In the absence of the chair for the start of the meeting, Tullis called the meeting to order at 2:07 p.m. 

Rumpakis moved the preliminary agenda be approved, Michael second. Approved unanimously.

Heritage Grants: Martin listed the review committee members and said there were many good quality proposals. Total requests were $330,000. The recommended grants were definitely in the top tier, have a wide geographic distribution and represent many different kinds of projects. Tullis asked the timeline in which applicants would be notified. Gill said the recipients will receive an email today, while unsuccessful applicants will be notified during the next couple of weeks. She said five of the 13 proposed recipients have never received a Heritage Grant before, and among previous recipients the most recent was in 2009. Gill noted the total amount given this biennium, if the $86,000 recommended by the committee are approved, will be $220,000, the most ever given by the Commission.  Michael moved approval of the recommendation, Lewis second. Approved unanimously.
Mitchell joined the meeting at this point, but deferred to Tullis to chair.

Heritage Tradition: Jansson reviewed the initial presentation at the April meeting and drew attention to the summary of the ad hoc nomination review committee meeting involving Astley, Michael and Sawyer. Michael noted the Linn County Pioneer Picnic will be having its 125th anniversary and that there are few towns in eastern Oregon that can claim to be that old. Astley noted its focus on heritage. Tullis said he had recently seen a newsletter promoting the Heritage Tradition process. Rumpakis moved approval of the Linn County Pioneer Picnic as an Oregon Heritage Tradition. Mitchell second. Approved unanimously.
Commissioner Updates and Comments: 
Tullis said 23 cultural organizations have accepted invitations to participate in a Heritage Fair at Timberline on Labor Day weekend, and that the Clackamas County Historical Society has become involved in geocaching.

Mitchell noted that the Knappton Cove Heritage Center will soon open for its season. She also is excited about the work to be done this summer by the Legislative Heritage Vitality Task Force and the state heritage areas committee.

Martin said the Heritage Vitality Report was a useful document for the Heritage Grant Review Committee in evaluating the significance of grant proposals.

Lewis said development of the Grand Ronde Museum is continuing, with new documentation found at the Oregon Historical Society library. The Oregon Encyclopedia now has more than 1,000 entries.
Michael praised Astley and Travel Oregon for an outstanding visitor and welcome center training in Baker City.

Rumpakis reported on roadmaster oral history interviews that had been conducted, and the upcoming presentation of the Pluto award.

Coordinator’s Reports:
Jansson reported that the evaluations of the conference had been strongly positive. Decisions on the format of the 2013 conference will be decided soon.

Kaser reported on the launch of the Oregon Heritage Exchange blog and the new shape of the Oregon Heritage Facebook page. The blog has had 7-8 posts during the first month. The Facebook page is also about sharing and breaking down “silos” in the heritage community, but is more casual in its approach.

Gill said that the State Historic Preservation Office has created a women’s history section in its online historic sites database as part of a challenge during the centennial of woman’s suffrage in Oregon.
Adjournment: Michael moved the meeting be adjourned. Approved unanimously. Tullis adjourned the meeting at 2:53 p.m.
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