
Reboot your 
DowntownALBANY









 

Action ’82
-

 

Taskforce formed by Albany’s Mayor Donald Brudvig
-

 

Taskforce recommended creating a Downtown Association 
-

 

ADA would be based on the National Trust’s Main Street Program
-

 

501 c6 status attained in June 1982



 

Oregon Downtown Development Association is formed in Albany
-

 

Brings a State-wide Main Street program to Oregon.
-

 

Albany, Bend, Sweet Home, Newport and Salem first to join.

IN THE BEGINNING…





 

Downtown 
Albany hires Joy 
Hinkle as the 
ADA Manager



 

1983

“DOWNTOWN NEEDS A FACELIFT”





 

Payless Drug leaves Downtown


 

Heritage Mall is built


 

Sears leaves Downtown


 

State rebuilds Hwy 20


 

Vacancy rates soar


 

Crime becomes a problem

THE 1980S

Cusak Bank Building
Awaits restoration



-

 

State offices fill old Sears store.
-

 

Downtown cleaned-up & painted.
-

 

Albany Town center plan adopted.
-

 

ParkWise Program established.
-

 

Albany gains National recognition

 for Downtown revival.

INTO  THE  ‘90S

Downtown Executive Director Jill Henderson (Right) 





 

State Main Street Program is gone.


 

No committees intact


 

ADA shares office space and looses identity


 

Staff works to keep things going


 

Board has little resources to do much

Y2K



Central Albany Revitalization Area formed in 2001
--

 

ADA Director Julie Jackson works with City to create district
--

 

First projects started in 2004
--

 

CARA starts to make big changes in Downtown
- -

 

First Avenue Streetscape 
- -

 

Restoration of buildings in 200 block of First Avenue SW

CARA



CARA

Entire 200 block of First Avenue restored
Cusak Bank Building restoration (right)



Oregon Main Street re-launched in 2008
-ADA board split on joining
-Albany accepted as Performing Main Street in first round
-ADA Executive Director resigns over decision.

BACK ON MAIN STREET ?

-New Executive Director hired
-Committees formed (and reformed)
-New board members brought on
-ADA attends National Main Street convention 2011
-Nationally Accredited Program in 2012
-Creating new partnerships with other organizations
-Retail Refinement Study done
-Advertising Downtown becomes a priority



BACK ON MAIN STREET



Challenges:
--

 

Committee and Board turn-over
--

 

Keeping merchants excited
--

 

Expanding our volunteer base
-- EID renewal
--

 

Urban Renewal critics
-

 

Keeping it Fresh!

The Job is NEVER done!

STAYING ON MAIN STREET

The Albany Downtown Association works with the Downtown merchants, Albany’s Mayor & City Council, the CARA 
board, the Albany Visitors Association, Albany Landmarks Commission, Oregon Sate Historic Preservation Office, Pacific 
Power, Historic Preservation League of Oregon, Greater Albany Rotary, Safehaven

 

Humane Society, The Cub Scouts, 
Albany Kiwanis, Albany Parks & Recreation, Albany’s Museums, Albany Chamber of Commerce, Albany Millersburg 
Development Corporation, Linn County Fair & Expo, American Legion post 110, Friends of Historic Albany, among 
others…



STAYING ON MAIN STREET



COME VISIT DOWNTOWN ALBANY
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