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Why Eligibility 
and Effects are 
Important

• Understanding how a 
property is eligible 
directly informs 
potential effects

• An adverse effect is 
found when an 
undertaking may alter, 
directly or indirectly, 
any of the 
characteristics of a 
historic property that 
qualify it for inclusion in 
the National Register 
36CFR800.5 (a) (1).



36CFR800.4(c)
In consultation with the SHPO/THPO and 
any Indian tribe or that attaches religious 
and cultural significance to identified 
properties 

apply the National Register criteria 
(36CFR63) to properties identified within 
the area of potential effects …









What does SHPO need for Concurrence 



What does SHPO need to concur with a
determination/recommendation on 
eligibility?

Apply the NRHP Criteria 
(A, B, C, D)

Context of 
Place

Make your case

Support 
(for or against each)

Address 
individual or 

district









White Sands National Park Facebook



Why?

White Sands National Park Facebook



Wyoming State Historical Society Image



The only reliable scientific date gleaned from the 
Bighorn Medicine Wheel thus far is one 
dendrochronologic sample derived from wood 
incorporated into the structure of the western 
cairn. This sample's latest growth ring dates to 
1760 CE

The functional aspects of the sacred structures on 
Medicine Mountain and its natural geographic 
features are oriented cosmologically in the same 
way the Plains Sun Dance Lodge is differentiated 
and oriented, with places for camping, prayer, and 
vision questing broadly the same for different 
tribes. Many interviews drew a connection or 
spiritual relationship between the Medicine Wheel 
and Plains Sun Dance Lodge.

Wyoming State Historical Society Image



The NHL, 4,080 acres in size, includes a high 
concentration of integral natural formations 
and vistas that are perceived as cultural 
features, traditional use areas, and associated 
archaeological sites that include one of the 
largest stone medicine wheels in North 
America.
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A cell tower installation is proposed 
300 meters away from the 
Medicine Wheel

• It is not within an archaeological 
site

• If you dig a few negative shovel 
probes at the cell tower location, 
would that make it a finding of 
No Effect?

Do we all agree with the NHL status?

Wyoming State Historical Society Image



The Classroom Company by Jason Welker







National Park Service
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The Vacuum
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Context
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“The numerous diagnostics, the unique 
rock feature, the wide variety of lithic 
material, large patches of 
ethnographically utilized plants, the close 
proximity to a permanent spring, its 
strategic position for hunting, and the 
likelihood of buried components due to 
deposition of over a meter all contribute to 
the overall significance of this site.”

In other words, the site is eligible to the 
NRHP under Criteria A, C, and D.
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Ethnographic plant resources, hunting…

Criterion A District
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What happens if context is 
ignored and the focus is on 
the object and the small 
project area only?

Death by a 
thousand cuts



Assessing eligibility and effects 
involves critical thinking




