
 OREGON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
Certified Local Government Development Grant Project Packet Cover Form 

SECTION I. PROPERTY & GRANT INFORMATION 
Street Address: 27555 Greenberry Road 

City: Corvallis 
County: Benton 
Owner: Willamette Grange #52 

SHPO Agreement Number: Grant Award Amount: 3,475 

SECTION II.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
Please provide a description of the proposed work identifying issues being addressed and how.  Attach additional pages if necessary.  
Be sure to include how the work will be done and discuss any original materials that will be altered, removed, or replaced.  This section 
is intended to provide our reviewers with a “before and after” understanding of the project; how the building looks now versus how it 
will look once the project is complete. 
 See attachments 

SECTION IIA.  PROJECT DETAIL – SELECT ALL THAT APPLY 

☐ Roof Date of Construction: Existing 
Material: 

☐ Repair  ☐ Replace Proposed Materials: 

☐ Windows/Doors Date of Construction: Existing 
Material: 

☐ Repair ☐ Replace Proposed Materials: 

☐ 
Structural or 
Foundation Date of Construction: Existing 

Material: 
☐ Repair ☐ Replace Proposed Materials: 

☐ Siding Date of Construction Existing 
Material: 

☐ Repair ☐ Replace Proposed Materials: 

☐ Facade Construction Date Existing 
Material: 

☐ Repair ☐ Replace Proposed Materials: 

☒ Other: Construction Date 1923 Existing 
Material: wood

☒ Repair ☒ Replace Proposed Materials: Wood with Pressure treated structural members 
☐ Ground will be disturbed. Describe: 

OR-20-04



              
  

 

SECTION III.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & ATTACHMENTS 
Please merge & attach items as one document and use the file name format “yourprojectaddress.pdf”.  Check the appropriate boxes 
below to indicate what information has been included.  Only the map and photographs of property are required.   

☒ Photographs  
 ☒ At least 2 photographs that provide an overview of the exterior of the property 
 ☒ At least 2 close-ups of the part(s) of the property where the project will happen 
 ☒ At least 2 photographs that provide a view of the property with neighboring properties. 

☒ Map  
 Please include a topographic, Google, or Bing map that clearly shows the location of the property. 

☒ Additional Information  
 ☒ Design plans 
 ☒ Product/material information sheets 
 ☐ Examples of similar completed projects 
 ☐ Other:                                                   

 
Section IV.  FOR SHPO COMPLETION  
Based on the information submitted to our office, we find that the proposed project adheres to The Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  Pending concurrence from the National Park Service (NPS) 
regarding this finding, this project is fundable through a Certified Local Government Grant for development.  Within 30 
days of the signature below, please upload your Preservation Agreement to OPRD Grants Online.  Work on your project 
cannot begin until a Preservation Agreement has been signed and the project has been submitted to and approved by the 
NPS.   

                                                                                                    

SHPO Reviewer Signature  Date 
Ian P. Johnson 7/10/2020

ian.johnson
Text Box
Reviewer Notes: Confirmed with applicant on 7/15/2020 by email that all visible components will be painted, finished wood, matching the material and finish of the existing historic material. Pressure treated lumber will be used for non-visible structural elements only. 





Willamette Community and Grange Hall Portico Restoration   - June 2020 
Corvallis, Oregon, Benton County 
 
The portico of the Willamette Community and Grange Hall has significant structural rot and has 
been modified in the late 1980’s by removal of the upper railing. New enthusiasm and activity 
toward restoration of this nearly 100 year old Hall has spurred interest in giving public tours, but, 
the portico is unsafe in its present condition. We need to repair this unstable entry to the building 
and we would like to return it to its original appearance. 
 
The structural components of the portico have significant rot, which has allowed the horizontal 
beam to sag and the northern pillar to lean to the south as the trim boards collapse. While 
examining the structure to prepare our plans with our engineer, William Barlow, P.E., we 
examined the internal roof structures and found them wet from roof leaks and superficially soft. 
Additionally, the pillars wooden trim is in contact with the concrete and has developed rot, 
which may also have weakened the internal structure. 

 
Our plan is to carefully disassemble the current portico structure, removing all the trim and 
molding. The internal structural components will be replaced with Pressure Treated lumber and 
the portico roof will be rebuilt, replacing any rotten members. The roof will be covered with a 
roofing membrane and flashed to the building to shed water. Any of the original lumber that is 
sound enough to reuse will be re-used. All lead painted debris will be properly disposed in the 
local land fill. The connection between the Portico and the building siding will be patched in a 
weatherproof manner, but restoration of the building siding will be a separate project at another 
time. 
 
The upper porch railings will be rebuilt and restored to the historic appearance. The trim of the 
pillars will be separated from ground contact by a ½ inch gap to reduce the likelihood of rot. The 
trim and moldings will be copies of the original. Detailed photos and measurements of the 
existing structure and photos of the historic railings will guide our restoration.  
All surfaces will be painted with primer and multiple coats of quality non-lead paint. 
 
Jay Sexton 
Willamette Grange #52 



 
 
 



27555 Greenberry Rd., Corvallis, OR 97333 
 
Willamette Grange #52 CLG Development Grant May 2020 
 
SECTION II. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
With this grant we intend to tear down and rebuild the front portico which has 
significant rot making it unstable and unsafe and has been altered from its original 
appearance. This project would be to restore it to the original form including railings 
and flag pole access. Grangers would perform the demolition under contractor 
supervision and the contractor would complete the construction to replicate its 
historic appearance. Detailed photographs and measurements will be taken 
throughout the removal of the existing portico structure and these details will be 
used to reconstruct this feature of the building.       
 
This building is owned by the fraternal order Willamette Grange #52, a subordinate 
membership of the Patrons of Husbandry. This Grange is the second oldest 
continuously active Grange in Oregon, having been organized in 1873. In recent years 
our membership has grown and developed an invigorated passion for restoring our 
lovely building. This small project is a step toward our overall goal of restoring our 
hall in time to celebrate its 100th birthday in 2023. A safe and stable portico is 
critical as we invite the public for tours and fundraising events.  
 
We have been applying for grants and have received three, with which we have 
placed a temporary cover over the leaking roof, purchased electrical and plumbing 
upgrade supplies, and built a message sign along our State Highway frontage. 
Currently we have a Siletz Tribal grant paying for engineering planning for roof 
structure repairs, and the implementation of these engineered plans will be our next 
big fundraising focus.  
 
Willamette Grange is a community service organization and as this building is 
restored we will again be able to serve our community as a meeting place, education 
place, and celebration place through public rentals and Grange sponsorship of 
community activities. We had planned to “roll out” our fundraising campaign during 
the Historic Preservation Month, but the pandemic has delayed this effort.     
 
We have two contractors that are preparing estimates which we expect to be 
between $4000 and $5000. These estimates will be forwarded once we receive them. 
 
 
 
 



 
SECTION III. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Circa 1925, 
and our 
goal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Current photos showing overview of 
the exterior of the property: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Current photos showing location of the project: 

 
 
 



Maps showing location of the property: 
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Willamette Grange Portico Restoration Work Estimates    June 11,2020 
 
We received a bid for dis-assembly, structural repair of the inner framework, and reconstruction, 
using any sound original components to the historical appearance, including the upper railing 
that was removed in the late 1980’s. 
 
This estimate was from ABIQUA CREEK CONSTRUCTION INC. for $6950.00. This 
contractor was recommended by our Engineer, Bill Barlow P.E., as a careful, honest, and 
conscientious contractor. 
 
We contacted Murch Builders and met them at the hall. I did not feel he was interested in the job 
and offered a verbal estimate of $20,000.00. I sent him the engineering plans after we had 
received them and got no reply from this contractor.  
This is “sort-of” a second bid, but I do not think it was serious. 
 
We contacted three other contractors who either said they did not have the expertise for this job 
or they did not have time for this job in the near future. 
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File No: LU-20-029 

ALTERATION OF A HISTORIC RESOURCE 
STAFF REPORT 

NATURE OF REQUEST: 
Reconstruction of the front portico of the Willamette Grange 
building.  The building is listed on the Benton County Register of 
Historic Resources and the National Register of Historic Places.   

APPLICABLE 
CRITERIA: 

Benton County Code Sections 89.305 through 89.320 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 
27555 Greenberry Road, Corvallis  
T13S, R5W, Section 10, Tax Lot 900  
See Attachment A, Site Map 

PROPERTY OWNERS/ 
APPLICANTS:  

Willamette Grange #52 

ZONE DESIGNATION:  Village Commercial 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
DESIGNATION:  

Commercial 

CAC PLANNING AREA:  South Benton (active) 

STAFF CONTACT:  Inga Williams 

 
I.  BACKGROUND 

On May 26, 2020, an application for Alteration of a Historic Resource was submitted to the 
Community Development Department by Willamette Grange #52. The proposal is to disassemble and 
then reconstruct the front portico of the grange.  The front portico will be built back to its original 
design and dimensions, including the missing rail along the portico roof and the flagpole access.  

The site was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in May of 2009.  Prior to that listing, 
the site was placed on the Benton County Register of Historic Resources in June of 20081.   

Pursuant to BCC 51.605 to 51.625, notice of the public hearing on the proposed action was mailed to 
surrounding property owners within 250 feet of the property on June 2, 2020 and legal notice of the 
hearing was advertised in the newspaper on June 2, 2020. This meets the requirement of noticing and 
advertising at least ten days prior to the public hearing.  

 
II. FINDINGS OF FACT 

Property – The Willamette Community and Grange Hall is located on the northwest corner of the 
intersection of Greenberry Road and Highway 99W. The property is 2 acres more or less. There are 

                                            
1 LU-08-057 
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farm fields all around the structure with the Greenberry Store and Tavern on the southwest corner of 
the intersection, a single-family dwelling on the adjacent parcel to the north, and another dwelling 
across Highway 99W. 

Structure – The Grange was built in 1922. It is a well-preserved example of Georgian Revival 
architecture. It is a two story, rectangular building of approximately 4,750 square feet. The exterior 
measurements of the building are approximately 66 X 36. The foundation consists of a poured 
concrete slab and walls are of wood stud construction.  The building is clad in the original wood lap 
siding. 

Characteristic of the style, it has symmetrical facades. The main entrance is centrally located on the 
front elevation beneath a one-story projecting porch. Rather than a pedimented cornice over the door, 
the porch carried the sign for the building, which read “Willamette Community & Grange Hall.”  The 
grange has already added a new sign that replicates the old one and placed it in the same location.   

It is the second oldest Grange hall in Benton County and it is the only Grange hall in the county that 
was designed using a “high” architectural style, as it was designed and built by Fred H. Seedenburg, 
a local designer/builder.  The building is an excellent example, and one of only a couple in the rural 
county, that illustrates the Georgian Revival style of architecture. The second floor layout includes 
the spaces required for the Grange rituals and meetings, as well as providing a large open meeting 
space for various community activities. Because the building was designed to also serve as a 
community hall, kitchen and dining space was included during its initial construction. 

The Grange has had few alterations and these changes do not severely diminish the building’s historic 
integrity or its ability to convey to the visitor its historic function, significance or architectural style.  
These alterations include the removal of the original rail atop the entrance porch roof (date unknown), 
the removal of the historic signage (currently replaced) and flagpole on the east entrance elevation 
(date unknown), replacement of a door with a window on the north elevation, replacement of a 
number of window sash (1990s), and the addition or alteration of the lean-to on the west elevation 
(date unknown).   

Applicant Request - The applicants’ proposal to remove and replace the portico of the grange 
requires a permit and permission from the Benton County Historic Resources Commission per Benton 
County Code (BCC) section 89.3052. The proposed reconstruction is subject to review per the 
guidelines and criteria of BCC Sections 89.3103, and 89.320 provided below. 

 

                                            
2 EXTERIOR ALTERATION OR DEMOLITION OF A STRUCTURE ON THE COUNTY REGISTER 
89.305 Permits Required. A permit is required for the exterior alteration, demolition or removal of any structure listed on 
the Benton County Register of Historic Resources, or any buildings, structures, objects, sites, or districts listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places, or within approved national register historic districts pursuant to the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 (PL 89-665; 16 U.S.C. 470).  For the purpose of this section "exterior alteration" includes any 
construction activity which would affect the character or integrity of a site or structure. Ordinary maintenance of a site or 
structure, including cleaning, painting, and minor repairs which do not require the installation or replacement of exterior 
building materials are exempt from exterior alteration review requirements. The construction of additions, changes in an 
exterior facade including the replacement of doors or windows and the replacement of other architectural features are 
subject to review under this section.  [Ord 85-003, Ord 90-069, Ord 91-0080, 2000-0161] 
 
3 89.310 Exception to Permit Requirements. Nothing in this section prevents the construction, reconstruction, alteration, 
restoration, demolition, or removal of any exterior architectural feature or any property on the Register when the Building 
Official, Fire Marshall, or Rural Fire District Chief determines that such emergency action is required for the public safety 
due to unsafe or dangerous condition. Prior to such emergency action, the Chairperson of the Historic Resources 
Commission shall be notified.  [Ord 85-003] 
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III. CODE GUIDELINES 

The Benton County Development Code (BCC) specifies guidelines for alterations to buildings on the 
County Register of Historic Resources and the National Register of Historic Places. Applicable 
portions of Code are excerpted below.   

89.320 Review Criteria for an Alteration Permit.   
(1)  The Historic Resources Commission shall review an application for exterior alteration 
pursuant to the following guidelines: 

(a)  The removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural feature 
should be avoided. 

Analysis: The front portico is a distinctive architectural feature of the Grange and retains its 
original materials. The proposal is to remove the structure and replace it with a replication of the 
original, which would also restore the upper railing feature along the top of the portico.  The sign, 
which had also been missing for many years, has already been replicated and restored. As shown 
in the information attached to the application, the portico has significant structural rot, making 
this entry into the building unstable and dangerous. While replacement of much of the structure 
may be necessary, the Grange intends to carefully disassemble the portico and will reuse any 
portions of the structure that are still sound.   

Staff Determination:  The Grange has stated they will reuse any material that is still sound in the 
reconstruction of the portico. The new portico will replicate how the entrance looked when 
originally constructed.   

(b)  Alterations that have no historical basis, or which seek to create an earlier or later 
appearance inconsistent with the age or type of the structure sought to be altered, should be 
discouraged. 

Analysis:  The applicants intend to reconstruct the portico to replicate how it appeared when it 
was originally built.   

Staff Conclusion:  No alterations to the original design of the portico will be implemented. 

(c)  Changes in a structure which have taken place over time and which have acquired 
significance in their own right within the meaning of BCC 89.230(1)4, should be protected. 

Analysis: The change that took place to the porch was the removal of the railing and the sign. The 
absence of the railing has not acquired significance in its own right and replacing it will restore 
the entrance to historic accuracy. The sign has already been replaced. 

Staff Conclusion: This guideline is met as no changes in the structure have acquired significance 
in their own right. 

(d)  Deteriorated architectural features should be repaired rather than replaced.  In the 
event that replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material being 
replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other visual qualities. 

Analysis: The applicants indicate that their engineer has examined the structure and found leaks 
and rot. The applicants will carefully disassemble the portico in order to assess the extent of the 
rot. Any portions that are still sound will be reused in the reconstruction, any portions that cannot 
be reused will be copied. The missing railing will be recreated from photos and replaced along 
the top of the roof.   

                                            
4 Subsection of the Code regarding review criteria for placement of a structure on the Local Historic Register 
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Staff Conclusion: The applicants have indicated that they will follow this guideline.  

(e)  Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based on accurate 
duplication of the feature, substantiated by historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather 
than on conjectural designs or the availability of architectural elements from other 
structures. 

Analysis: The applicants are using historical photos to recreate missing features. 

Staff Conclusion: The applicants have met this guideline.   

(f)  Contemporary design for alterations or additions to existing properties should be 
discouraged unless such alteration and additions will not destroy significant historical, 
architectural or cultural material and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the property, neighborhood or environment. 

Analysis: Alterations and additions to the property are not being requested by the applicant. 

Staff Conclusion: This guideline is not applicable. 

(g)  New additions, or alterations should be done in such manner that if the additions or 
alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the structure 
would be unimpaired. 

Analysis: Alterations and additions to the property are not being requested by the applicant. 

Staff Conclusion: This guideline is not applicable. 

(h)  Alterations or additions should not significantly alter the character of the site or 
potential archaeological resource. 

Analysis: The proposed alterations will not alter the character of the site. 

Staff Conclusion: This guideline is met.  

 
IV. FINDINGS OF FACT APPLYING CODE CRITERIA 

The Benton County Development Code (BCC) specifies criteria for alterations to buildings on the 
County Register of Historic Resources and the National Register of Historic Places. Applicable 
portions of Code are excerpted below.   

89.320 Review Criteria for an Alteration Permit.   
(2)  A decision by the Historic Resources Commission to approve, approve with Conditions, or 
deny an application for an exterior alteration permit shall be based upon the following criteria: 

(a)  The extent to which the state of repair of the structure creates a need for the alterations.  
An alteration required because of a defect or deterioration in the structural or 
environmental systems of the historic resource shall be given greater deference than an 
alteration for cosmetic purposes. 

Findings: The alteration included in this proposal is the removal of historic material as the 
structure itself will be reconstructed to historical accuracy. The removal of material is indicated 
as being required because of deterioration of the wood components of the structure due to rot and 
the removal is not being done for cosmetic purposes. The applicants will reuse any portions of the 
structure that are sound.   

Staff Conclusion: The proposal is consistent with this criterion. 
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(b)  The cost of complying with the guidelines in [BCC 89.320] Subsection 1 as compared to 
the cost of the alteration as proposed by the applicant shall not cause an undue hardship on 
the applicant; and 

Findings: The applicants’ proposal meets the guidelines of BCC 89.320, subsection 1. 

Staff Conclusion: The proposal is consistent with this criterion. 

(c)  The significance and integrity of the historic resource, and the degree of impact of the 
proposed alteration. 

Findings: The proposed alteration will create a safe entrance into the grange while reconstructing 
the appearance of the portico to historical accuracy. After completion, the general public should 
be unaware that historic material had been removed from the portico so the impact of that removal 
will be minor.    

Staff Conclusion: The proposal is consistent with this criterion. 

 
V.  OVERALL STAFF CONCLUSION 

The proposal is consistent with the requirements of the Benton County Code.  

 
                                 VI. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

89.320 Review Criteria for an Alteration Permit.   
(3)  The Historic Resources Commission may attach conditions to the approval of an alteration 
permit in order to mitigate the impact of an alteration on an historic resource.  Conditions may 
address, but shall not be limited to: 

(a)  Design;  (b)  Material; (c)  Location; (d)  Scale; (e)  Size; and (f)  Style.  
 
1) The applicant shall reconstruct the grange portico to its original, historic appearance. 

2) The applicant shall carefully disassemble the portico and reuse any components that are sound in 
the reconstruction of the structure.za 

 
VII. MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 

Denial   Based on findings contained in the staff report and evidence in the file, the Historic 
Resources Commission finds that the proposed alterations to the Willamette Grange 
portico are not consistent with Code criteria (list criteria) for exterior alteration of a 
historic structure and will not be allowed as proposed.  

Approval  Based on findings contained in the staff report and evidence in the file, the Historic 
Resources Commission finds that the proposed alterations to the Willamette Grange 
portico are consistent with Code criteria for exterior alteration of a historic structure, 
subject to satisfaction of the following conditions of approval, and will be allowed, 
subject to the satisfaction of the following conditions (list conditions outlined 
above and/or the commission’s conditions). 

89.330  Appeals.  A decision of this Historic Resources Commission decision on a request for 
exterior alteration or demolition of a site or structure on the Register may be appealed to the 
Board of Commissioners pursuant to BCC 51.805 - 51.825.  [Ord 85-003, Ord 90-069, Ord 91-
0080] 
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Attachment A 

 

 
 

APPLICATION FILE #: 
LU-20-029 

 
APPLICANT: 

WILLAMETTE GRANGE #52 
 

APPLICATION TYPE: 
ALTERATION OF A 

HISTORIC RESOURCE 

NORTH 
Subject Site 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The meeting was held remotely. Members called into a central number. 
 

A. Call to Order. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:43 pm.  In attendance were Larry Landis, Chair, and Cody Hull, 
Doug Eaton, Scott McClure, and Tanya Freeman.  Nancy Taniguchi was excused. Patti Thrall was absent. 
Warren Lisser, Katherine Osten Harris, and Jay Sexton were present.  

Inga Williams, Associate Planner, provided staff support for the meeting and Linda Ray, Administrative 
Assistant, was the Recorder.   

B. Approval of Minutes  

A motion was made by Comm. McClure to approve the minutes from March 16, 2020, without 
changes; seconded by Comm. Eaton. The minutes were approved unanimously. 

C. LU-20-030, Independent School 

Chair Landis opened the public hearing and stated the quasi-judicial land use hearing procedures for 
the record.  He asked the board members if there was any ex parte communications or conflicts of 
interest. There were none. He then outlined the rules for testifying and asked for the staff 
presentation.  

Planner Williams reported that the Independent School is requesting a rehabilitation (which involves 
returning the property to a state of utility through repair or alteration, which makes possible an 
efficient contemporary use while preserving those portions and features of the property which are 
significant to its historic, architectural, and cultural values).  The applicants are requesting to enlarge 
the entrance on the north side of the addition to the original school house to allow for a wider door, 
replace the landing with a larger landing, and add a handicap ramp.  The handicap ramp will swing out 
away from the north façade of the original school house so that it will reduce impacts to the bank of 
windows.  Planner Williams stated that the applicant has met county and state guidelines and 
requested that the Commission approve the application. Planner Williams recommended approval of 
the alteration with several conditions of approval. 

Warren Lisser, applicant, stated that there are two bathrooms being remodeled in the interior of the 
building, which will be handicap accessible. In order to make this area handicap accessible from outside 
the building, they are required to widen the door opening and replace the door with an “outswinging” 
door.  Blueprints and photos were provided to the commissioners and the applicant noted that the 
handicapped ramp being installed would not detract from the main view of the schoolhouse.  A 
handicapped parking spot will also become available near the ramp.  The applicant is seeking approval 
from the commission to be able to move forward with SHPO’s approval and begin renovation.   

A commissioner asked if there would be fill placed where the two ramps converged.  The applicant 
confirmed that that area would be graded and there would be no drop off. 

BENTON COUNTY HISTORIC RESOURCES COMMISSION  

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, June 9, 2020 

 



 

 

There was no public present, therefor there was no testimony in support of or in opposition to the 
application. 

There was no representative of any government body present. 

There was no rebuttal by the applicant. 

No participant requested an opportunity to submit additional testimony.  

The public hearing was closed. 

Commissioner McClure moved approval of the Alteration of a Historic Resource, “Based on the findings 
contained in the staff report and evidence in the file, the Historic Resources Commission finds that the 
proposed alterations to the Independent Schoolhouse are consistent with the Code criteria for exterior 
alteration of a historic structure, subject to satisfaction of the following conditions of approval: 

1)  The applicants shall recreate the appearance of the original door frame. 

2)  The new door and all paintable portions of the new landing and ramps shall be painted to match 
the façade color. 

3)  The appearance of the new additions shall be plain and unornamented. 

4)  The applicants shall ensure that the siding of the schoolhouse is not damaged during 
construction. They shall also identify measures that will protect the siding that will be covered by 
the landing and shall incorporate those into the construction.” 

Seconded by Commissioner Eaton. The motion was approved by all commission members present. 

CLG Grant Funding 

The applicant is also seeking approval for grant funding in the amount of $2750 from the CLG grant 
fund.   

Commissioner McClure made a motion to approve the request for grant funding in the amount of 
$2750, which is 50% of the total amount required for the project.  Seconded by Commissioner Eaton. 
The motion was approved by all commission members. 

D. LU-20-029; Willamette Grange Alteration of a Historic Resource 

Chair Landis opened the public hearing and stated the quasi-judicial land use hearing procedures for 
the record.  He asked the board members if there was any ex parte communications or conflicts of 
interest. There were none. He then outlined the rules for testifying and asked for the staff 
presentation.  

Planner Williams reported that the Willamette Grange is requesting an alteration of a historic resource 
through preservation (the act of process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form, 
integrity, and materials of an historic property) and re-construction (the act of process of depicting, by 
means of new construction, the form, features, and detailing of non-surviving site, landscape, building, 
structure, or object for the purpose of replicating its appearance at a specific period of time and in its 
historic location). The Grange is proposing to deconstruct the existing porch due to damage from 
decomposition.  The Grange will reuse any material that is sound and will reconstruct the porch back 
to a historically accurate appearance including the missing railing along the top of the porch roof. 
Planner Williams stated that the applicant has met county and state guidelines and requested that the 
Commission approve the application. Planner Williams recommended approval of the alteration with 
two conditions of approval.   

 



 

 

Jay Sexton, Willamette Grange member, referred to the plans provided to the commissioners to point 
out the proposed renovations.  Mr. Sexton stated that the areas of the structure he and the engineer 
have investigated have revealed that the interior is soft, probably due to water damage.  The north 
pillar will need to be restructured but the south pillar appears to be sound and safe.  Mr. Sexton noted 
that once reconstruction begins there may be damage to the bases of the porch and anticipates work 
to be done there as well.  A Commissioner asked what type of material would be used on the ceiling 
portion of the renovation.  Mr. Sexton responded that the material has a groove to it and will be similar 
in décor to the original material that was used.  Mr. Sexton emphasized that during the renovation 
they will attempt to preserve and reuse as much of the original material that is safe.  A Commissioner 
asked if the sign for the grange will rest on the roof.  Mr. Sexton replied that they will attempt to 
integrate the sign with the railing so it is not positioned on the roof of the structure.  

There was no public present, therefor there was no testimony in support of or in opposition to the 
application. 

There was no representative of any government body present. 

There was no rebuttal by the applicant. 

No participant requested an opportunity to submit additional testimony.  

The public hearing was closed. 

Commissioner McClure moved approval of the Alteration of a Historic Resource, “Based on the findings 
contained in the staff report and evidence in the file, the Historic Resources Commission finds that the 
proposed alterations to the Willamette Grange are consistent with the Code criteria for exterior 
alteration of a historic structure, subject to satisfaction of the following conditions of approval: 

1)  The applicant shall reconstruct the grange portico to its original, historic appearance. 

2)  The applicant shall carefully disassemble the portico and reuse any components that are sound 
in the reconstruction of the structure.” 

Commissioner Freeman seconded. The motion was approved by all commissioners present.   

CLG Grant Funding 

The applicant also is requesting grant funds to use for the renovation on Willamette Grange.  The cost 
of the project will be $6950.  The applicant is requesting 50% of that cost as grant funding in the 
amount of $3475. 

Commissioner Eaton made a motion to approve the request for grant funding in the amount of $3475. 

Commissioner McClure seconded.  The motion was approved by all commissioners present.   

E. Presentation of the Willamette Grange roof plans – informal review 

Mr. Sexton presented two options for replacing the roof on the Willamette Grange.  He said that upon 
consulting with a builder, the recommendation was made to take off the entire roof off and replace 
with engineered trusses which would allow them to remove the interior tie rods currently keeping the 
walls from falling outward.  One option would require an extension of the eaves and one option would 
require a change to the ceiling. Chair Landis responded that the commission is typically more 
concerned with the exterior look of the roof and would prefer the option that only made interior 
changes. Mr. Sexton explained that the change to the ceiling would be minimal.  The Grange will be 
investigating options and organizing fund raising and grant funds before bringing the request before 
the Historic Resources Commission.   

 



 

 

 

 

F. Items from the Public 

None 
G. Items from the Commissioners 

None 
H. Other Business  

Ms. Williams gave the commissioners an update on the videos that were made of some of the 
Preservation Month tours.  
I. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 PM.  
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