Map 3-6
Historic Shoreline Erosion

In the winter of 2007-08, continued erosion of the J— Cape Lookout State Park
shoreline from storm waves irreparably damaged one f ' —

of the 3 septic drainfields serving the campground and HISTORY

day use facilities. The entire drainfield system had to be ) il .

relocated. S Date of Aerial Photo 2005
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Between 12 and 15 picnic sites
have been lost from the day use
area due to progressive shore-
line erosion. A restroom building
in the day use area had to be
abandoned and removed after
the storms of 1998-99.

Storm wave action reached the campground and
caused substantial damage during the winter storms of
1998-99. Twenty five campsites and the amphitheater
and restroom/shower building located along the ocean
side of Loop A/B had to be abandoned and removed.

Winter storms of 2007-08
began undermining the group
tent camp parking lot .

Past protection effort: A log seawall supported by vertical I-beams was constructed in the 1960s, which suggests this site had Vurrent protection: An artificial dune constructed of sand bags and planted with native beach grass, fronted by a “dynamic

been susceptible to previous phases of storm wave erosion. The wall began failing at its south end during the winter storms of revetment” constructed of cobblestone, were completed in 2000 to protect the main campground area from progressive
1982-83. Failure progressed northward in subsequent years until it was entirely destroyed and finally eliminated after the winter shoreline retreat. The cobblestone must be replenished periodically, as it is gradually displaced by wave action making the
of 1997-98. Failure of the wall allowed storms waves to reach the dunes, causing them to erode progressively from south to north. artificial dune vulnerable to erosion and failure.




