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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Benjamin Cregger <benjamin@lclark.edu>
Thursday, February 11, 2021 5:04 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
NEDC Comment for proposed rulemaking for OAR 736-024-0015
NEDC RE PROPOSED RULEMAKING FOR OAR 736-024-0015.docx; NEDC RE PROPOSED
RULEMAKING FOR OAR 736-024-0015.pdf

Hello Katie,
Thank you again for hosting such a wonderful public hearing. Attached is a comment from myself and my fellow
classmates! Please let me know if you have any difficulties opening the document or have any questions,
-Benjamin
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February 8, 2021
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Attn.: Katie Gauthier,
725 Summer St NE, Suite C,
Salem, OR 97301
RE:

PROPOSED RULEMAKING FOR OAR 736-024-0015, PROPOSED RULE TO RESTRICT
BEACH DRIVING IN SOUTH TILLAMOOK COUNTY

These comments are submitted to the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department on behalf
of the Northwest Environmental Defense Center (NEDC), concerning the proposed restrictions
on motor vehicles on two sections of the ocean beach in southern Tillamook County.
NEDC is an independent, nonprofit environmental organization established in 1969 by a
group of professors, law students, and attorney alumni at Lewis & Clark Law School. The
organization’s members include citizens, attorneys, law students, and scientists. NEDC’s mission
is to protect the environment and natural resources of the Pacific Northwest by providing legal
support to individuals and grassroots organizations with environmental concerns, and by
engaging in education, advocacy, and litigation independently and in conjunction with other
environmental groups.
We write in support of the proposed rule not only because it will promote more
responsible use and enjoyment of the public beach, but because the proposed rule will benefit
Oregon wildlife. We also hope that the Tillamook County leaders will keep accessibility
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considerations in mind, particularly for emergency vehicles and persons with mobility
impairments.
I.

The Proposed Rule Promotes Responsible Use and Enjoyment of the Beach.

Oregon’s population is rapidly expanding and with our growing population, more
Oregonians are making use of one of the State’s most precious treasures: our beautiful public
beaches. With greater use, and a better understanding of how human activity impacts the
environment, we need to reevaluate our historic use and regulation of this beautiful but finite
resource. Responsible and thoughtful management is needed to preserve the qualities that make
Oregon the state we cherish and love. The proposed rule represents an important step forward for
regulating use of Tillamook County’s beaches.
While the occasional car once had little perceived impact on our beach, it is now clear
that there is a correlation between beach driving and irresponsible human conduct. Beach driving
leads to refuse and litter being left behind, unlawful camping, and disturbance of a natural
setting. Some drivers have made other users feel uncomfortable or even unsafe. Cars regularly
get stuck in the sand requiring a tow to be removed; others are prone to leak or transport oils and
other potentially toxic chemicals onto a shared space that users come to enjoy. All these concerns
strain limited park resources to keep Oregon’s beaches safe, clean, and enjoyable for all users.
As more human visitors come to Oregon’s scenic beaches, new rules and regulations are
needed to ensure that all visitors can enjoy their visit. The proposed rule’s reasonable restrictions
on car use on the beach will improve the overall community enjoyment and beneficial use of the
space. Oregon’s oceanside beach, not Oregon’s oceanside parking lot, is what makes this space
valuable to the community and a desirable destination for numerous recreational activities.
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II.

The Proposed Rule Will Benefit Coastal Wildlife.

Human visitors are not the only beach users who are disturbed by automobile use on the
beach. Oregon beaches are home to numerous types of wildlife, for which automobile use on the
beach can be particularly disruptive. Restrictions on beach driving will support important coastal
wildlife conservation objectives.
For instance, several birds nest on Oregon’s beaches. The western snowy plover, as one
example, has special legal protections to ensure their continued survival in the wild.1 This
species’ well-camouflaged nests can be accidently stepped on by pedestrians, and Oregon has
implemented several measures to protect the snowy plovers on Oregon beaches including prior
restrictions on beach driving in certain areas during nesting season.2 The proposed rule will
further Oregon’s efforts to protect the snowy plover and other species by further reducing the
chances of humans accidently crushing, colliding, or injuring coastal wildlife, some of which is
very difficult to see from the driver’s seat, with their cars.
III.

The Proposed Rule Strikes a Balance Between Accessibility and Other Beach
Management Objectives.

There are limited instances when vehicle use on the beach should be permissible.
Emergency use by emergency response vehicles should have an exemption to any restriction on
beach driving. Mobility devices, like motorized wheelchairs, should also have access to beach

1

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, 50 CFR § 17.11 (h) (2021); Determination of Threatened Status for the
Pacific Coast Population of the Western Snowy Plover, 58 FR 12864 (1993),
https://www.fws.gov/arcata/es/birds/WSP/documents/1993Mar5%20Determination%20of%20Threatened%20Status
%20for%20WSP%2058%20FR%2012864.pdf; Critical Habitat – Fish and Wildlife, 50 C.F.R. 17.95(b).
2
See U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE, HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN FOR THE WESTERN SNOWY PLOVER (2010),
https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/PCB/Documents/WSP-HCP_08182010-web.pdf (Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department has the responsibility and authority to manage Oregon’s ocean shore and prepared a Habitat
Conservation Plan under the Endangered Species Act regarding management activities related to the western snowy
plover).
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use for those who are mobility impaired and permits should continue to be issued to address
concerns regarding reasonable accessibility to the beach for disabled persons. In development
and maintenance of park resources, all users should be considered, and the diverse needs of our
community should be factored in all decision making. This has been accomplished during this
rule making.
Beach access is still attainable while also keeping most of the automobile traffic off the
sand. Most beach users are able to walk on sand and stay within designated areas, mindful of
other human users and wildlife residents. Oregon beaches doubling as an open roadway and a
parking lot for any automobile, particularly with an increasing population of Oregonians, makes
far less sense than it did a century ago. Exceptions to the rule, for emergency situations and for
reasons of equity and inclusion, should be permissible. The proposed rule strikes a reasonable
balance between access, safety, and general enjoyment of the beaches for everyone.
Thank you for your time considering our comments in support of the proposed rule.
Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss our thoughts further.

Sincerely,
Kai Sunstone
Jackson Moffett
Elias Pite
NEDC Student Volunteers
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Nicolas Kirsch
Katie Page

Brittany Rowe
Benjamin Cregger

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:

Matt Kathan <dr.matt@timberdental.com>
Thursday, February 11, 2021 5:13 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD

Dear Sir:
I am a Pacific City Resident and I would like to oppose driving motor vehicles on all beaches except for the launch and
removal of the historic Dory Boat fleet. I have seen the dangers this causes and it is only a matter of time before
someone is seriously injured.
Best,
Matt Kathan
-Dr. Matthew Kathan
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Dentist/ Founder
Timber Dental
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
Important Warning: This message is intended for the use of the person or entity
to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential, the disclosure of which is governed by applicable law. If you are
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying
or distribution of this information is Strictly Prohibited. If you have received
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately to arrange for
return or destruction of these documents.
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Creighton <tcponygirl2010@gmail.com>
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:14 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
vehicle access to Cape Kiwanda and the north beach to the mouth of sand lake

I am opposed to the vehicle restrictions proposed at Cape Kiwanda and noth to the mouth of sand lake. This would have
a negative affect on my family's tradition of parking on the beach. There would be a negative economic impact on the
businesses in Pacific City. There is a shortage of parking in Pacific City as it is. By closing the vehicle access to the beach
will deter people from coming to Pacific City. Some of my best memories are driving down on the beach in Pacific City
with my parents. I now have my own family and would like to continue taking my wife and kids to the same spot. I have
lived on the Oregon coast for 44 years. I have seen many of the fun things I used to do as a kid being shut down. I fear
that more and more fun Oregon recreation will be restricted or closed. I encourage this committee to consider the silent
majority in Oregon that do not want these closers. Stop destroying the outdoor recreation that a large number of us
choose to live here for. There are hundreds of miles of beach in Oregon that vehicles are not allowed to drive on. Don't
shut down what small amount of beach we are currently able to drive and park on.
Eric Creighton
541-992-4536
ejcr8on@gmail.com
P.O. Box 212 Otis Oregon
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picture from the Internet.
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Freedom 79 <kocupe14@mail.wou.edu>
Friday, February 12, 2021 7:09 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Please, close beaches to cars

Please go through with closing the beach to cars. I was born and raised here in Oregon and the amount of damage I have
seen is heartbreaking. Beyond the fact that cars on the beach is dangerous for people its incredibly damaging to the
ecosystem. Oil, tires, and chemicals from the cars kill and poison the creatures people usually forget live in the sand, of
shore and in the water.
As a child only Dorry boat launchers were the ones in the beach, but the launched and left to park.
If you follow through in Tillamook the odds increase it will happen down the whole coast.
We are blessed to have beach access free to all, but it still needs to be protected when its visited.
Sincerely, Kimberly Ocupe
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

pcseaswallow@yahoo.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 8:07 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
beach closure
BB1898AD-F8F8-41EF-A9DB-84BB8672AF38.jpeg; AE8D7A91-E5CE-498E-AE66ADFDA2A6B114.jpeg; 1641D092-BB26-4F30-BC15-22C342CE245A.jpeg

To Whom It May Concern,
My name is Rachel Bruce, and I am a long-time and year-round resident of Pacific City. I live a
quarter mile north of the beach at Cape Kiwanda. My family and I are regular beach goers, who now
can't even park on our local beach. I began filming dorys launching and landing, as well as other
beach activities about 2 years ago. I have also been filming the area around the cape as well as
north up Cape Kiwanda Dr. Let's just say I have a lot of documentation of a lot of things at the
cape. And, I have watched this place "explode" over the last 10 years.
The proposal to change the language for dory's to "sometimes" launch or land south of the ramp
when beach conditions make the area north of the ramp unsafe is not necessary. There is also no
reason to restrict dory rigs from parking south of the ramp. There are only a handful of days that
even happens, and it only happens when there is no longer room on the north side. As far as
launching and landing, a dorymen prefers to land in the "cove" or at least close to his dory
trailer. There are a couple of conditions that happen a time or two each season that cause them to
land south. The reasons are heavy fog, rocks, and when the sand creates a wedge that is
steep. There is a certified and very educated dory launching assistant who is working to keep the
beach safe all season long. He is in contact with many boaters prior to landing. Other dorymen also
direct boats in. (see pics). This is just a non issue and I don't see how it even made the list. Show me
the evidence of how dangerous all of this is, because my documentation shows different.
A permanent beach closure for cars effects a lot of people that include locals, elderly, and people with
disabilities. Living here, I can see the need for more parking. I can see the need to change things at
the beach. I don't feel like a permanent year-round closure is the answer. The state parks could
easily generate income by having a 4wd only parking permit on the beach for residents in the offseason. It would be one way to keep the locals feeling like this over-tourism isn't taking everything
away. I know there is talk about moving Webb Park back, creating a 200 car parking lot. That's really
great, but keep in mind that all those people will be crossing the road with children and dogs all day
long. A pedestrian bridge or a traffic light might help that area. Parking up cape kiwanda dr. north is
super dangerous, as cars just fly over that hill causing a safety issue. With little to no sides of the
road it makes it tight and also dangerous. This last season cars just knocked over your sandwich
signs and parked wherever. (see pic). I would suggest permanent signs that list a fine and the towing
company that will tow their rig.
The proposed change to close the beach access from north Tierra Del Mar to Sandlake is also not
necessary. It is already closed to vehicles on weekends and May 1 to Sept 30. Show me the
1

evidence that it is not safe in the off-season. If this is just homeowners complaining, then that is not
reason for closure. Let the local beach goers have somewhere to "escape" the madness at the cape
and maybe do a little off-shore fishing. It's no harm to anyone, period.
As you can see I feel like 2 of your proposals are non-issues. I hope you can come up with a safe
and solid parking plan for this coming season. I like a couple of changes that are coming, such as
capping off the parking lot when it's full, and using funds to hire a cop at the cape. I hate that people
realize we don't have cops here to enforce the rules we post, so good job there! Thank you for letting
people be heard once again. It's tough living in a beach town with over-tourism that was once so
quaint. If I could just figure out how to convince developers to go elsewhere, and for the existing
ones to stop promoting tourism I'd be a happy camper!
Rachel Bruce
Pacific City resident
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

ANDREW EWING <aewing@live.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 9:47 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
ANDREW EWING; tierradelmarcommunity@gmail.com
OAR Change Request for Motorized Vehicle Access at Tierra Del Mar and McPhillis Dive
Oregon Administrative Rule Change Request for Motorized Vehicle Access at Tierra Del
Mar and McPhillips Dr. .rtf
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From: Andrew Ewing <aewing@live.com>
Subject: Oregon Administrative Rule Change Request for Motorized Vehicle Access at
Tierra Del Mar and McPhillips Dr.
Date: February 12, 2021
To: OPRD.publiccomment@oregon.gov
Cc: tierradelmarcommunity@gmail.com
Dear Mr. Havel,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Oregon Administrative Rule
Change Request at Tierra Del Mar and McPhillips ocean shore. My family has owned a
small family cabin on Eloise Avenue in Tierra Del Mar for fifty years.
For my part I would like to see all public motorized vehicle access banned on Tierra Del
Mar beach including access points at Tierra Del Mar and McPhillips Drive. There are 3
reasons for this opinion. First, allowing motorized vehicle access to TDM beach is a
giant tourist magnet; and even more so considering Cape Kiwanda is likely to be further
restricted to vehicles. As the years go by, this is likely to be an increasing nightmare
for TDM residents. Second, I am distressed that TDM is rapidly becoming the “parking
solution” for Pacific City and Tillamook County. Especially so given the fact that
tourism has been pushed by these entities. Finally, continued motorized vehicle
access on the Tierra Del Mar beach is an obvious public safety concern and presents
numerous environmental adverse impacts.
Thank you for accepting comments relating to this the OAR Change Request. Let’s
keep this beautiful piece of our Oregon shoreline safe and pristine for future generations
to enjoy.
Andy Ewing
5840 Eloise Avenue. Tierra Del Mar

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jeff Hollen <jeffh@ouderkirkhollen.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 10:49 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
mfbell@co.tillamook.or.us; dyamamoto@co.tillamook.or.us; eskaar@co.tillamook.or.us;
rhagerty@co.tillamook.or.us; igilda@co.tillamook.or.us
Proposed rules for Pacific City parking/vehicular access

This email is in support of restricting vehicle access to the beach at Cape Kiwanda, other than that necessary for
launching boats. Actually, vehicles should be banned from all Oregon beaches, but that is a topic for another day.
The proposal for imposing a parking fee at Cape Kiwanda should be rejected. There is no other place to park and
gain access to that beach, which will make it available exclusively to those that can afford it, and those who live on the
beach. Lots of people like to simply park, walk down to the beach, take a picture and then leave. They aren’t going to
spend $10 to do that. On a wet winter day when some people might want to take a walk on an empty beach, the will
not be doing it at Cape Kiwanda. If you are going to impose a fee, maybe you should consider making it applicable for
only certain days and hours, like 9-5 on weekends and holidays. How would you feel about driving into an empty
parking lot on a wet winter day and having to pay $10 to get out and look over the bank at the beach? You wouldn’t do
it. The simple enjoyment of spending a few moments at that beautiful beach in relative solitude would be eliminated.

Jeff Hollen
jeffh@ouderkirkhollen.com
P.O. Box 1167 Newport OR 97365
Phone: 541-574-1630 Fax: 541-574-1638
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Cleary <barbhands@gmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 10:49 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restore Beach Access

Oregon Park and Recreation, I am against any changes to Oregon Administrative Rules!
I believe the regulations that are already in place for the section from the mouth of Sandlake south in front of Tierra del
Mar are FAIR. I think if you want to implement something like this for Cape Kiwanda that would be more appropriate.
Closed May 1 to Sept 30 would help deal with what you say is 'too much congestion" or that you don't have the money
to allocate for a ranger during the busy summer months. But to close it forever and year round shouldn't be a
punishment for a few busy weekends in the summer, our local community still wants to use our beaches freely. Most of
the winter months the Pacific Ocean dictates users on the beach and those that live here respect it. So if the issues is
staff shortage, due to Covid shortage which should not be forever in the red, I hope and safety concerns with the
amount of people are in the summer months, then I think you should look at a seasonal closure and not change the rules
forever for the children of the State of Oregon.
Thank you, please consider all options!
Barbara Cleary
Neskowin, Oregon
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Melissa Kenney <melissalou@me.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 10:58 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Drivng on the Beach in Tierra Del Mar, Sand Lake and Pacific City

Importance:

High

To: Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission
Tillamook Beach Driving Rule Advisory Committee Members
Good day,
Today is the deadline for public comments regarding the Proposed Rule to Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook
County Proposal for Rulemaking, OAR 736-024-0015. https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/PRP/Pages/PRP-tillamook-beachdriving.aspx
My name is Melissa Kenney, I am a resident and registered voter in Tillamook County and the State of Oregon. In
addition, I am the founder of a neighborhood group called Citizens On Sunset which was conceived during the Tierra Del
Mar Facebook Conditional Use Permit process and took flight during another Conditional Use Permit Application process
in our community which is currently in an Oregon State Land Use Board of Appeals process, called the Kingfisher
Apartment Complex. The facebook decision has subsequently manifested in a series of events poised to threaten the
Oregon Coastline forever, the beach, the marine life there, the benthic floor that feeds our Gray Whale population, and
human safety/enjoyment are all at risk. And it has certainly disrupted the lives of the residents of Tierra Del Mar and
devalued property of several land owners is now a tragic reality. The absolute disregard of the will of the community in
the facebook land use matter on behalf of Tillamook County Commissioner David Yamamoto and former Commissioner
William Baertlein is reprehensible. Yet, I am optimistic that the one Tillamook County Commissioner, Mary Faith Bell,
who opposed the facebook land use decision, is a member of the Tillamook Beach Driving Rule Advisory Committee.
Now that said, I preface this response with these aforementioned references to remind you that Pacific City is under
great duress because of over development and agressive tourism marking as well as to enlighten you to the fact that the
Pacific City community planning forum, Pacific City-Woods Citizens Advisory Committee(PCWCAC) board member
recommendations and those of the membership have not been heeded, many times over. And as I look at the list of
members for the Tillamook Beach Driving Rule Advisory Committee Members, I notice that while there are two
Doryman’s Association members, which are incredibly valuable perspectives, there is not one member of the board of
the PCWCAC sitting on this committee. When I reached out to Katie Gauthier on December 18th, 2020 regarding this
absence representation this was her reply:
Ms. Kenney,
Thank you for contacting me regarding the Tillamook Beach Driving Rule Advisory Committee Membership. I apologize
for not including a member of the Pacific City Woods Citizens Advisory Committee; that was our oversight. We held one
meeting with the group, and at this point, we do not anticipate any additional Rule Advisory Committee meetings. If we
do have additional meetings, I would be happy to include a representative. I will reach out to you if another meeting
becomes necessary.
I do not understand where the disconnect is between County and State and Community representatives when it comes
to effective committee and policy organization. The fact that PCWCAC, which exists as a planning resource from
Tillamook County’s own Cape Kiwanda Master Plan is more than an oversight. It is a complete disregard for Land Use
Planning of Tillamook County and in essence could pose a litigious opportunity in the future from any concerned party,
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thus incurring another agregious waste of taxpayer dollars. In my opinion, the Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission
should go back to the drawing board, invite a member of the PCWCAC board, preferably the Chair, Mr. Bob Papke to the
table. In addition, when it comes to driving on the beach in Tillamook County, and in Pacific City, specifically the area
considered should extend all of the way to the mouth of the Nestucca River to protect Bob Straub State Park, the
Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge and the river itself.
If you reach out to Oregon State Marine Board and Oregon Parks and Recreation and initiate a public records request
regarding the complaints from the community regarding an outfitters permit holder, Green Acres Beach and Trail Rides,
you will learn they have used the excuse for not picking up the copius amount of horse excrement on our beach this
summer and summers past because of their inablity to obtain a vehicle permit from OPRD. This is yet another incredibly
intensive waste of time for something that should be common sense of what should not be happening. They are taking
their tours into the dunes and have created trails that did not exist, and they have done extensive damage and there
mounds of documentation from the community. I will spare you the photo documention here. It is my understanding
from OPRD Regional Manager, Jason Resch, that the renewal of their pemit is under extreme scrutiny at this time. I cite
this because this is an region not covered in the Proposed Rule to Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook
County Proposal for Rulemaking, OAR 736-024-0015.
In my four plus years as a resident on Sunset Drive in Pacific City, I have picked up dozens of bags of trash from the
beach beginning at the Turnaround(Sunset Drive & Pacific Avenue) to the mouth of the Nestucca River. In fact, Citizens
On Sunset adopted the river side mirroring this area of the beach of the Nestucca River through SOLVE Oregon’s
program for river cleanup. And those who live here not only volunteer for that effort, we assist SOLVE Oregon’s beach
cleanup as well, including the beach side of this peninsula. In March of 2020 due to the Governor’s beach closures, the
Tillamook County Board of Commissioners closed the dangerous "over the dune" access at the Turnaround to comply
and to assist a dwindling OPRD staff. They own Lot #500 and control this dangerous access point to the beach(refer to
my email to Asst. Director Chris Havel below). As someone who walks that area multiple times a week I can tell you that
the amount of trash on this part of the beach which impacts the pristine wildlife area of Bob Straub State Park, has been
drastically reduced during this closure. And my guess is that the OPRD ranger out there would concur as well. Lack of
vehicle traffic has surely contributed to the litter reduction out there. In addition, the return of seals to the point at Bob
Straub State Park has also happened, they are protected under the federal Marine Mammal Protection Act(refer to my
email to Asst. Director Chris Havel below). You see, in the past I have learned from several community members that
vehicles out there often chase the seals off of the point. They are an obstacle to fisherman who operate with less than
sportsman like scruples, as it is beneficial to their livelihood to harass the seals so they move away from this food
plentiful area on the river.
In the winter of 2019 a pickup truck got stuck at the mouth, was subject to two tides, rolled over in the tide and required
tow truck extraction the following day(refer to my email to Asst. Director Chris Havel below). The trash from this truck
and the tail gate were scattered everywhere. I found the tailgate buried in the beach a year later.
IF the Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission would reconsider their rule making activities to include closing the
beach all of the way to the mouth of the Nestucca River and invite a member of PCWCAC to the Rules Making
Committee, I believe it would take a contentious point of community debate and a “push me-pull you”scenario off the
plate of our already heavily over worked Tillamook County Board of Commissioners and understaffed Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department. Not to mention could avoid a potentially hazardous accident to one of our most pristine areas
which was of epic historical debate and subsequent protection in the 1960’s by Governor Bob Straub. It is glaringly
obvious to so many that this consideration of closing traffic to the mouth of the Nestucca River needs to happen and I
am open to share with anyone my videos, photos and years long documention of trash, and abuse of this area of the
beach. In addition there are several others in my neighborhood group who could provide similar documentation.
That said, I do not support driving on the beach from Sand Lake to the mouth of the Nestucca River. I only support
driving on the beach for the monitored and in compliance Doryman access in Pacific City, emergency vehicles, and ORPD
Park Managment sanctioned access. In addition, ADA permitting and user compliance is also something that I endorse as
well. I, once again reiterate, you have time to go back to the drawing board, some very key issues and players left out of
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this discussion are far more than an oversight as Ms. Gauthier referred to the absence of a PCWCAC representative. I
refer to you page 8 of the Cape Kiwanda Master Plan, the PCWCAC is mentioned thoughout this document and a
CONTROL + F(MS Windows) or COMMAND + F(Mac OSX) keyboard stroke on this page will easily direct you to all of
those
references. https://www.co.tillamook.or.us/Documents/Cape%20Kiwanda/_Cape%20Kiwanda%20Master%20Plan%209.
23.2016.pdf
Pacific City, Cape Kiwanda, Tierra Del Mar, Bob Straub State Park, and the Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge are all
under extreme threat with potentially devastating consequences. Please consider my request to revise this process and
address the rest of the beach and include the chair of the PCWCAC on your committee. The fact that these issues are
not part of this process is incomprehensible.
Respectfully submitted,
Melissa Kenney
PO Box 1041
Pacific City, OR 97135

Begin forwarded message:
From: Melissa Kenney <melissalou@me.com>
Subject: Pacific City Turnaround Opening Concerns
Date: June 16, 2020 at 12:41:53 PM PDT
To: chris.havel@oregon.gov
Cc: denise.warburton@oregon.gov, lisa.sumption@oregon.gov, kirk.barham@oregon.gov
Dear Mr. Chris Havel, Assistant Director Oregon State Parks,
Again I am honored that you picked your phone up and took my call. I know this is an extraordinary and
challenging time. As I stated on my call, the piece of property owned by Tillamook County, Lot #500(see
attached image) has an opportunity to mitigate safe consideration for the Marine Mammal Protection
Act as it relates to Bob Straub State Park, The Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge as well as
consideration for the delicate route for Salmon that spawn in the Big and Little Nestucca Rivers. With
the temporary closure of the turnaround at this lot, allowed by the Tillamook County Board of
Commissioners during the COVID 19 pandemic many of its wild inhabitants have returned to this
area. We have experienced and inordinate amount of changes here in such a short time with the return
of wildlife to Bob Straub State Park, the Nestucca River and the Nestucca River’s edges, in general.
My reason for writing is that the Tillamook County Board of Commissioners have refused to reply to the
many concerns and requests from their constituents, including me, requesting OPRD to keep the
concrete cattle barriers installed by at the turnaround of the intersection at Sunset Drive and Pacific
Avenue(Lot #500). And also our request to have them left until driving on the beach issues can be
remedied. Since I walk out there every other day or so, I now have photos that the seals and sea lions
have returned to the beach and mouth of the river at very Southern tip of Bob Straub State Park, thus
making approaching them within a 100 yards a violation of the Marine Mammal Protection Act. I cannot
help but wonder what could recover environmentally and as it relates to wildlife, flora, marine life,
estuary life and endangered species at Bob Straub State Park without the allowed negative impact
vehicle traffic that has occurred out there for many years simply due to the lack of action by the
Tillamook County Board of Commissioners to insist a closure of that access. I also find their lack of
responsibility to beachgoers and the demand on the staff of ORPD for failure to do so, not only reckless
3

but fraught with liability as it relates to a Department of Environment Conservation incident that could
bankrupt both entities entirely. I also wonder if perhaps the Snowy Plovers would also return if people
were not out there driving on the beach to drive seal and sea lions away. As one old-timer explained to
me recently, if they can drive the marine mammals away, the fisherman who loathe them can say that it
should not be a protected area because they are not there. Well, I’m here to tell you the temporary
closure has made it safe for them to return and they are there, not left to swim and rest only on the
sandbars of the Nestucca River (See Attached photos).
Last winter, I observed a vehicle that had been left out of gear be stuck in the mouth of the Nestucca
River mouth and was rolled both by the incoming and outgoing tides before a tow truck could be
dispatched for its removal. (see attached photo). IF that had caused an environmental disaster, I suspect
the financial and legal implications for both Tillamook County and the ORPD could be devastating to
already minimal budges. I hope my letter will inspire an immediate call to the Tillamook County Board
of Commissioners office to lobby for the continued closure of Lot #500.
To note, for the better part of the last 4 years I have watched an individual(contracted, I have heard)
chasing Cormorants away with his boat every morning. Now that the Pelicans are in grand numbers(see
attached photo), over a 130 at my last count , have returned, I see few if any Cormorants on the
Nestucca River. As a volunteer for the Oregon Parks Whale Watching Spoken Here program I share this
area with visitors twice annually and am a friend of Dr. Bruce Mate of OSU Marine Mammal Institute
and have a great understanding of the Whale population and its success due to his contributions to their
survival and thriving numbers. I can only hope his inspirations for me to use my voice and compassion
for other species and our pristine gems of Bob Straub State Park, The Nestucca Bay National Wildlife
Refuge and the Big and Little Nestucca rivers will be heard to impact change.
I hope you can reach out to the Tillamook Commissioners and impress upon the absolute importance to
not reopen this turnaround, ever. The potential devastation cannot be undone. In my recent
conversation with Joh Schmidt of Oregon SOLVE, I let him know I used to have to walk out there with a
garbage bag every trip. Now I take one once a week. The trash that was being carted in by vehicle traffic
out there far outweighed the trash that I saw from China. And since I was removing trash as a
concerned citizen most of this time, it did not get factored into Oregon SOLVE’s database. I now have
plans to organize local cleanups with my community with them.
Best regards,
Melissa Kenney
PO Box 1041
Pacific City, OR 97135
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Craig Wenrick <seaqfish@centurylink.net>
Friday, February 12, 2021 11:20 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
GAUTHIER Katie * OPRD
Tillamook Beach Closure testimony
21-0212 Beach Closure SQ.pdf

Find attached my testimony for the proposed beach closure for Tillamook County.
Thank you,
Craig Wenrick
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February 12, 2021
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Attn: Katie Gauthier
725 Summer St NE Suite C
Salem, Oregon 97301
Craig Wenrick
PO Box 674
Pacific City, Oregon 97135
Re: Beach Access
Katie Gauthier,
The entire beach at Cape Kiwanda, north and south of the access ramp, must remain open for
traditional boat launching, loading, and parking. Any restrictions have potential safety issues as
there are no other options for the Pacific City fleet but that existing section of beach.
Any restriction, north or south, would result in restraint of trade and restriction of commerce
for the commercial fleet, unsafe requirement for the entire fleet and potential demise of a
historical fleet with over 120 years of operation.
I have fished off the beach in Pacific City since the 1970s and currently have the fishing vessel
Sea Q and the fish company Sea Q Fish that has provided product to the local markets for over
25 years.
Any restriction south of the turnaround to the mouth of the Nestucca or further restrictions
from Tierra Del Mar to the mouth of Sand Lake would take away recreational opportunities
from the local population which has used that access for clamming, fishing, crabbing, and bait
shrimp.
If these concerns cannot be met then I would advocate for status quo. This area with its
residents cannot give up any more to special interests.
Thank you,
Craig Wenrick
Owner/Operator
F/V Sea Q
President
Sea Q Fish Ltd
Pacific City Resident

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth Collier <ellycollier@hotmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 12:30 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Trucks on the beach.......

Good morning,
The other day we went to the beach at Sitka Sedge, hoping to see sanderlings.
All we found were big, speeding trucks.....
I understand that part of the year the beach is closed off for vehicles because of nesting Western Snowy Plovers....but
they don't migrate and have to live there the rest of the year too.
I imagine cars and trucks interfere with wildlife on and close to the beach all year round.
Especially during this time of having to endure a pandemic and wildfires and climate change and political upheavals a lot
of people find sanctuary out in nature.
Racing vehicles on beaches doesn't help! And it certainly doesn't help species from going extinct!
Please do something!
Thanks,
Elly Collier.
Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE Droid
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Feb. 12, 2021
To: Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission
Tillamook Beach Driving Rule Advisory Committee Members
Tillamook County Commission
As a homeowner on Sunset Drive in Pacific City for the past 25+ years, I implore you to cease
allowing driving on the beach from the turnaround – Sunset Drive and Pacific Ave – to the
mouth of the Nestucca River.
With the exception of Dory Boat operators, the beach is not a place where driving should be
allowed. Countless times I have watched cars and trucks become stuck in the sand, the
incoming tide overtaking these vehicles and ruining the beauty of our pristine beach. One year I
watched an entire car burn to the ground at the shoreline.
When my children were very young, I would take them down to the beach. We would have to
move out of the way for oncoming vehicles that apparently didn’t see us (or did and expected
US to move). Sandcastle building and kite flying were interrupted by ignorant drivers spinning
cookies in the sand right beside us. As drivers try to cross over the dune, any number of people
scatter to get out of the way.
Walking the beach, marveling at the shore birds, listening to the crashing of the waves, spotting
creatures in the sand – this should be the experience for anyone enjoying Oregon beaches.
Revving motors, garbage thrown out of windows -- not to mention disrespectful and
inexperienced drivers -- have no place along our coastline.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
Respectfully and cordially,
Diana Helm
35320 Sunset Drive
Pacific City, OR 97135

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Diana Helm <diana92960@aol.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 12:55 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Please see attached for public record
Tillamook County Re driving on beach.docx

Diana Helm
503.522.6305
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Feb. 12, 2021
To: Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission
Tillamook Beach Driving Rule Advisory Committee Members
Tillamook County Commission
As a homeowner on Sunset Drive in Pacific City for the past 25+ years, I implore you to cease
allowing driving on the beach from the turnaround – Sunset Drive and Pacific Ave – to the
mouth of the Nestucca River.
With the exception of Dory Boat operators, the beach is not a place where driving should be
allowed. Countless times I have watched cars and trucks become stuck in the sand, the
incoming tide overtaking these vehicles and ruining the beauty of our pristine beach. One year I
watched an entire car burn to the ground at the shoreline.
When my children were very young, I would take them down to the beach. We would have to
move out of the way for oncoming vehicles that apparently didn’t see us (or did and expected
US to move). Sandcastle building and kite flying were interrupted by ignorant drivers spinning
cookies in the sand right beside us. As drivers try to cross over the dune, any number of people
scatter to get out of the way.
Walking the beach, marveling at the shore birds, listening to the crashing of the waves, spotting
creatures in the sand – this should be the experience for anyone enjoying Oregon beaches.
Revving motors, garbage thrown out of windows -- not to mention disrespectful and
inexperienced drivers -- have no place along our coastline.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
Respectfully and cordially,
Diana Helm
35320 Sunset Drive
Pacific City, OR 97135

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

GAUTHIER Katie * OPRD
Friday, February 12, 2021 2:10 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
FW: Restricted beach driving in South Tillamook County

From: Diana Pearce <dianadpor@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2021 1:34 PM
To: GAUTHIER Katie * OPRD <Katie.Gauthier@oregon.gov>
Subject: Restricted beach driving in South Tillamook County

I am writing in support of restricting vehicles from the beach (other than for Dory boating) in Pacific City in the
area south of Cape Kiwanda.
I have been a property owner for 30 years in Pacific City. My family first bought there in the 60’s. So I have
seen the growth both in popularity and beach parking in the area. The beach behind the Pelican Pub has
become little more than a parking lot. It really spoils the use of the beach. The only option to sit on the beach
is in wet sand in front of parked vehicles or behind them with a view not of the water but of the back of a pickup truck. I have arrived early to put a chair and towel on the beach, only to return to have to hunt to find it
surrounded by large vehicles. Vehicles and traffic on the beach can also create risk with pedestrians and
vehicles traveling the same route.
It ahs been nostalgic with Covid to have the beach area open once again to people.
Diana Pearce
503/866-3522
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

gallery7126@aol.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:20 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Driving on Beach, Pacific City, Tierra Del Mar, Sand Lake

We are in favor of the proposed changes to rules regarding beach driving in the Pacific City, Tierra Del Mar, and Sand
Lake areas. Especially as the proposal relates to beach driving between the Mouth of Sand Lake, and the Cape Kiwanda
Boat Ramp, we think it's a good compromise and a sensible solution. Therefore, we support the proposal.
Thank you,
Gary Mier, and the Mier Family
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ron Bourke <ronbourkefilms@hotmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:42 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
tierradelmarcommunity@gmail.com
Driving on the Sitka Sedge dunes

On Tuesday February 9th while walking on the Sitka Sedge beach north of Tierra Del Mar, I discovered evidence of
vehicles driving up onto the dunes of the State Natural Area. Although driving on the actual beach now seems to be legal
on weekdays, I really doubt that reckless driving on and destroying the naturally occurring dunes and vegetation is either
legal or approved. Attached you can see photos showing evidence of this activity. I believe that having legal access to
the Tierra Del Mar beach and Sitka Sedge beach to the north makes this activity difficult if not impossible to control.
Eliminating legal access to this pristine beach will make it more difficult for those interested in off-road joyriding to have
their ‘’fun'' in protected areas. The Sand Lake Recreation Area already provides a legal place for this kind of
activity. Photos attached. - Ron Bourke
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Ron Bourke
11211 NW College Dr.
Portland, Oregon 97229
+1 503.888.5386
And:
5770 Pollock Ave.
Cloverdale, OR
(Tierra Del Mar)
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Susan Chambers <susan.wcseafood@gmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:50 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD; GAUTHIER Katie * OPRD
WCSPA letter re: Pacific City beach driving/access
WCSPA ltr PC_state parks FINAL.docx

Hello,
Please find, attached, comments from the West Coast Seafood Processors Association relating to the proposed rule to
restrict beach driving in south Tillamook County.
If you have any questions, please let me know.
Thank you for your consideration,
Susan
~~~~~
Susan Chambers, Deputy Director
West Coast Seafood Processors Association
650 NE Holladay St, Ste. 1600, Portland, OR 97232
Mobile: 541.297.2875
Email: susan.wcseafood@gmail.com
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West Coast Seafood Processors Association
650 NE Holladay Street, Suite 1600
Portland, OR 97232
(503) 227-5076

February 12, 2020
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Attn: Katie Gauthier
725 Summer St NE, Suite C
Salem OR 97301
RE: Proposed beach driving restrictions in Tillamook County/Pacific City
Dear Ms. Gauthier:
On behalf of the West Coast Seafood Processors Association (WCSPA), I am writing to support the Pacific
City Dorymen’s Association position regarding beach access for the Pacific City dory fleet. This fleet is
ingrained in the culture and economic history of Pacific City and further restrictions could have severe
impacts on fishermen, processors and local businesses.
WCSPA represents shoreside processors in Washington, Oregon and California whose fishermen target
groundfish (bottomfish, rockfish and Pacific whiting); Dungeness crab; Chinook salmon; albacore tuna
and more. Our members range from large processors to small “mom and pop” operations such as Sea Q
Fish in Pacific City.
We understand the growth of tourism and visitors to Pacific City and Tillamook County is part of the
reason to consider changing the rules for driving on the beach. However, beach driving restrictions to
the dory fleet would effectively eliminate one of the main attractions to Pacific City. Furthermore, it
would do more harm to the year-round residents and long-standing businesses that remain viable
during the winter months, after visitors have left.
The commercial dory fleet delivers thousands of pounds of seafood to Pacific City annually. Local
restaurants and grocery stores depend almost completely on local supplies of rockfish, Chinook salmon,
Dungeness crab and albacore tuna. The seafood landings and values shown in the table below represent
the ex-vessel value of the fish; that is, the price paid to fishermen. As those products are processed and
distributed locally for retail sales, a multiplier effect of 2x or 3x creates an even greater value to the community.
Table 1. Pacific City commercial seafood landings, 2015-2020
Year
2015
2016
2017
Landings (lbs.)
75,615
54,448
63,897
Value ($)
$ 182,594 $ 128,652 $ 154,205 $
1. Source: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
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2018
52,906
139,714 $

2019
49,092
119,659 $

2020
41,980
108,534

Similarly, sport and charter dory operators add value to the Pacific City community. Since 2010, the
number of chartered dory trips for recreational fishing ranged from 565 trips annually to 2, 250 in 2019.
These charter trips represent individuals who visit Pacific City and Tillamook County, stay in local hotels,
eat at local restaurants and buy fuel and tackle. Bottomfish anglers on both charter and private dories
fishing out of Pacific City contributed roughly $560,000 in 2019 to the local economy. In 2020, during a
pandemic, that figure rose to about $760,000 (ODFW, personal communication). These figures don’t
include other popular sport fisheries such as halibut or salmon, but they all add revenues to a town with
a population of 1,027 that more than doubles in size during tourist season. Those revenues, through
local businesses, helps maintain the city’s services and infrastructure.
For the reasons outlined above, we support the Pacific Dorymen’s Association letter of February 1, 2021.
That is, we support retaining the historic uses as listed below:


North and South of the beach access ramp at Cape Kiwanda should allow boat launching,
retrieving and parking at all times. When it is necessary to launch and retrieve a boat south of
the access ramp, parking is also required.



The Tierra Del Mar access point should remain open at the designated times to the mouth of
Sand Lake and the estuary. The area is used to harvest clams for crabbing and sand shrimp for
fishing. This user group is already severely limited by area closures.



Pacific City Turnaround access point should remain open to access the beach and mouth of the
Nestucca River for crabbing, fishing, clamming and sand shrimp harvest.



McPhillips Drive access point should remain open for user groups to enjoy all chosen activities.

The established and customary uses by the historic and culturally important dory fleet must remain
intact; to do otherwise would eliminate the driving economic force of one of Oregon’s most unique
coastal communities.
Thank you for your consideration,

Susan Chambers
Deputy Director
West Coast Seafood Processors Association
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sean Lambert <slambert007@gmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:15 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Please keep our beaches open to vehicles

My name is Sean Lambert and our family has lived in Pacific City for over 16 years. We often enjoy driving down to the
beach to watch the sunset or sit in the sun while our friends and family surf, boogie board or just play in the ocean.
Because so much effort has been done using Transient Lodging Tax dollars to promote tourism to the coast, people will
not stop coming to Pacific City. By closing driving and parking on the beach, you're going to create a huge traffic mess in
Pacific City this summer, similar to what we saw last spring and summer.
By proposing to not allow non Dorymen to drive on the beaches, you're removing one of the dearest and enjoyable
parts of living at the coast and discriminating against people who don't own a doryboat.
Please don't take this enjoyable right away from us. Budgets can be shifted and the beach can be safe with vehicles
driving on them.
Thank you
Sean and Shae Lambert
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrew Collmer <ajcollmer@gmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:28 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Driving on the beach TDM

I would like to comment on driving on the beach at Tierra Del Mar as an owner of property there. I support closing the
beach completely at TDM and south for safety reasons and environmental reasons. Population is only going to grow in
Oregon putting too much pressure on the open beaches. There never will be enough room in the future for vehicles.
Close it now to vehicles and look to the future to provide pedestrian access. Already there is Sitka sedge. Preserve the
beauty of the beaches keep vehicles and loud water craft (sea-doos)off. Thank you. Andrew Collmer
Sent from my iPhone
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

laurenolson26.2@gmail.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:33 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Tierra Del Mar beach access

OPRD
I would like to weigh in on the proposed vehicle restrictions of Tierra Del Mar and Cape Kiwanda. Tierra Del Mar in
particular, has little to no parking available off the beach. Removing vehicle access would completely remove any access
for most people. The main reason for my concern is for my sister Logan who has a disability and cannot make it down to
the beach or sand due to the fact she cannot walk, Tierra Del Mar is the only place we can drive her down to the beach
and have a campfire now and let her enjoy the beach as we all do. Also, the majority of Pacific City and Tierra Del Mar
residents are older and may require the same vehicle access. My family and I spend a lot of time on Tierra Del Mar and
have never seen it over crowded with cars and have never been concerned with the safety of them with pedestrians.
The reasoning for this proposal doesn’t make sense for this beach. It would be very disappointing to see this happen and
remove access for so many local people.
Thank you for your time,
The Olson Family
Sent from my iPhone
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tierra del Mar Association <tierradelmarcommunity@gmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:40 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Tierra Del Mar Public Comments for Consideration

Dear OPRD:
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the proposed rule to restrict beach driving on the Tierra
Del Mar and Pacific City beach. The Tierra Del Mar Community Association request OPRD and Tillamook
County prioritize two components to beach access.
1. The necessity for improved and clear signage, including the posting of speed limit signs at the entrance in a
highly visible location. We realize the ocean wreaks havoc on signs placed in the sand, which is evidenced by
the currently missing/damaged sign, but a way must be found to ensure that drivers fully understand their role
in the privilege they have when they drive on the beach.
2. Stricter enforcement of regulations. If a beach driver is speeding, using their vehicle recklessly, driving in a
closed area, or committing any other infraction not allowed, they should expect to face consequences. Stricter
enforcement will ensure all drivers know that the County and State do not tolerate violations and potential harm
to our precious resources. Enforcement should be in place 24 hours a day so that residents and visitors can
know that calls made for assistance and in emergencies will be responded to and addressed.
The Tierra Del Mar Community Association does not represent the entire community and we understand our
residents have reasons to favor or oppose any proposed rule changes. Our Association actively encourages
residents to voice their opinions and concerns as individuals, however, it stands to reason that limitations must
be in place to keep the beach safe and enjoyable for all who visit.
The livability and safety of our homeowners, residents, and visitors is a concern and we respectfully request
that the Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission acknowledge the Tierra Del Mar community as an
important stakeholder in any rulemaking decisions.
Sincerely,
Tierra Del Mar Community Association Board of Directors
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Anuradha Sawkar <anu@crag.org>
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:53 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD; GAUTHIER Katie * OPRD
sabsher@co.tillamook.or.us; mfbell@co.tillamook.or.us; dyamamoto@co.tillamook.or.us;
eskaar@co.tillamook.or.us; rhagerty@co.tillamook.or.us; igilda@co.tillamook.or.us;
Phillip Johnson, Oregon Shores/CoastWatch; Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition
Oregon Shores Comment - OPRD Proposed Rulemaking, OAR 736-024-0015
2021.02.12 FINAL Or. Shores Cmt OPRD Proposed RM OAR 736-024-0015.pdf

Dear Katie,
Please find attached Oregon Shores comment for OPRD's proposed rulemaking amending OAR 736-024-0015 (Beach
Driving Restrictions in South Tillamook County). Please confirm receipt of this email and attached documents.
Thank you, Anu
-Anuradha Sawkar
Associate Attorney
Crag Law Center
3141 E Burnside Street
Portland, Oregon, 97214
503-233-8044
anu@crag.org

She/Her/Hers
Protecting and Sustaining the Pacific Northwest’s Natural Legacy.
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Briana Goodwin <bgoodwin@surfrider.org>
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:59 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Proposed Amendments to OAR 736-024-0015
SurfriderComments_ParksCommission_Rulemaking_Feb2021.pdf

Hello,
Please accept the attached comments on behalf of Surfrider Foundation's Oregon members and supporters
regarding proposed amendments to OAR 736-024-0015.
Take care,
Bri
-Bri Goodwin | Oregon Field Manager | Surfrider Foundation
541-655-0236 | bgoodwin@surfrider.org | fb: oregonsurfrider

Pronouns: she/her/hers (What's this?)
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February 12, 2021
Subject: Surfrider Foundation Comments related to Proposed Amendments to OAR 736-0240015
Submitted via email to OPRD.publiccomment@oregon.gov
Dear Oregon Parks and Recreation Department:
Thank you for the opportunity to submit the following comments on behalf of the statewide
membership and supporters of Surfrider Foundation. Please note, our local Three Capes
Organizing Committee has submitted their own comments that differ slightly from those
supported by our statewide membership.
While in general we support the proposed amendments to OAR 736-024-0015, we are very
concerned about beach access in Pacific City due to Tillamook County’s new day use fee. On
January 1, 2021, Tillamook County implemented a new $10 day use fee in Pacific City at Cape
Kiwanda and the Turnaround (and a boat launch fee for Hungry Harbor), leaving Bob Straub
State Park as the only free beach access with parking in the Pacific City area.
The $10 day use fee combined with no free parking on the beach creates an exclusive beach
access for families and individuals that can afford the leisure expense. Exclusive use is not
consistent with the spirit of Oregon’s Beach Bill, nor OPRD’s efforts to be more inclusive and
engage more diverse audiences.
Surfrider supports the proposed amendments with the following additions and changes:
1) Section 2(h) of the proposed rules is too vague and does not define “unsafe” nor does it
specify who determines the definition of “unsafe”. This vagueness not only opens a
loophole in the rules, it will make enforcement virtually impossible. For these reasons,
section 2(h) should be removed from the proposed amendments.
2) Motor vehicle travel and parking should be prohibited from the Hungry Harbor Boat Ramp
south to the mouth of the Nestucca River.
a) This proposed change would require sections 2(h), 2(i), and 2(j) to be eliminated with
new language reading: “Motor vehicle travel is prohibited from Y 584, 097 southerly to
Porter Point, Y 563, 121;”
3) The proposed amendments should make clear in section 2(b)(B) that the definition of
“boat” should be further defined, consistent with existing Oregon Administrative Rules.

4) Vehicle access shall be permitted for any recreational activity where use of a vehicle is
required for the special needs of an individual or group (ex. ADA).
Surfrider requests that OPRD reconvene the Tillamook Beach Driving Rule Advisory Committee
Members before the April Parks and Recreation Commission meeting. The Rule Advisory
Committee should receive a presentation summarizing the public outreach efforts of OPRD, a
summary of the public comment received, and proposed amendments to those initially
released at the start of the public comment period.
Efforts should be made for the second meeting to make the Rule Advisory Committee more
inclusive and representative. Specifically, the following stakeholders should be represented: a
member of the Pacific City-Woods Citizens Advisory Committee, a Pacific City business owner, a
Latinx resident of South Tillamook County, and at least two representatives from socially and
economically diverse groups that may be affected by the proposed rule.
We also request that OPRD work with Tillamook County to revise their fee schedule to make
it equitable and ensure all Oregonians and visitors have access to the beach in Pacific City,
regardless of their economic status, once free parking on the beach is closed.
Please do not allow Tillamook County to create an area where only those with an expendable
income can access the beach. As you will see in the public testimony submitted for these
proposed rules, several community members support restricting vehicle access in Pacific City
but cannot afford the annual or day use fee to park in a lot. Tillamook County’s inequitable fee
must be updated in conjunction with the proposed rule amendments before Oregonians get
priced out of taking a photo in front of Haystack Rock.
Sincerely,

Bri Goodwin
Oregon Field Manager
Surfrider Foundation
bgoodwin@surfrider.org
541-655-0236

P.O. Box 719, South Beach, OR 97366 | oregon@surfrider.org | 541-655-0236 | oregon.surfrider.org

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:57 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

David

Last Name

Brown

Email

Punchinpaper@yahoo.com

Public Comment

Please do not close this access to drive on. This is one of very few areas where this is allowed.

Submission ID: c017175d-d6b1-4cd1-bb23-cbbc0244f12d
Record ID: 829
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:53 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Brian

Last Name

Geers

Email

Bggeers@gmail.com

Public
Comment

Hello, my name Brian Geers, my wife Shawn and I are full time residents living in Pacific City. We do not
support the closure of vehicular access to Oregon’s beaches at Terra Del Mar north to Sandlake and the
approximate 1300 feet of beach south of the access ramp at Cape Kiwanda. Shawn and I are life long
Oregonians and prior to moving to Pacific City we lived in the willamette valley and regularly visited the
area throughout the year. We believe this made us a more typical example of day use users of our
beaches. The view from the beach at Pacific City is spectacular and one of the main attractions to this
community. One of our favorite activities is to drive down on the beach, build a fire, and relax in our
lawn chairs enjoying the view. We are not bothered by the other people doing the same, it’s just people
recreating; at one of the great attractions in Oregon you can easily immerse yourself in. It is a unique
experience. Pacific City Access: It’s been stated that dory boats and surfers should not be excluded from
driving on the beach for their historical connection to the community. As much as we agree with that,
special interest groups should not have precedence and special access to public lands for commercial
and recreational interest over the general public, especially those with mobility impairments. This
beach has many historical uses, not just dory’s and surfers. Some people are capable of taking long
walks on the beach. For others, walking up and over a dune or up and down a steep ramp is impossible
making the beach inaccessible. Is OPRD looking to restrict access to our public beaches for able body
people only? On behalf of special interests? Who drives on the beach? Just about every demographic.
Young, seniors, families, individuals, able bodied and people with mobility issues, for a number of uses,
all to enjoy the resource. OPRD closed the beach to vehicles access approximately 1300 feet south of
the Cape Kiwanda beach access ramp. The result was the creation of a 1300 foot long parking lot on the
sand. The largest parking area in Pacific City. This was the known outcome when they took that action.
Clearly, this action restricted people from spreading out down the beach for three quarters of a mile,
cutting off connection to the remaining two plus miles of beach that is still open. It’s obvious that action
was for the benefit of beachfront home owners. Why not open the beach back up? Then we won’t have
a crowding issues. With increase use, why are we considering restricting access? Increased pedestrian
vehicle interaction appears to be the safety issue stated for necessitating the closure. But the plan
appears to be, send them to Terra Del Mar and McPhillips Beach, not eliminating the issue but simply
moving it. Imagine the four hundred vehicles at pacific City (Commissioner Yamamoto’s estimate),
mixing with an already busy vehicle beach at Terra Del Mar/McPhillips beach area. The Pacific
City/Woods Parking Management Plan doesn’t address this safety issue. Has OPRD requested the
dispatch records showing emergency response to the beach involving motorists and pedestrians? What
is the safety risk? OPRD should request a list of emergency calls involving vehicles and pedestrians. Not
relying on anecdotal statements as stated by OPRD North Coast manager and Commissioner Bell when
asked. Commissioner Yamamoto stated to the council he has wanted the closure for 15 years. I would
suggest incidents in this time period be evaluated, to support the claims of increased public safety
hazard, but no less than the last five years. Terra Del Mar to Sandlake. What has changed to necessitate
2

a closure? Nothing! It’s only open in the fall to mid spring. A prime time for crabbing and fishing at the
mouth of Sandlake. And not heavily used. Special interest is the reason. Again, close it for those with
beachfront properties. If you don’t live in Tillamook County and in particular Pacific City and the Terra
Del Mar area, you likely don’t understand why this really came about. It is about special interest. If
you’re selling the view, or you have purchased the view, it’s unsightly and crowded. Eliminating vehicles
does not just get rid of the cars, it reduces the pedestrian use as well. Which is what special interest
wants. The beach belongs to everyone not those who paid for the view. Tillamook County has yet to
facilitate additional parking. Yet the country’s desire is to eliminate the largest day use parking area in
Pacific City. Special interest would prefer day users move along to another area. This is noted in the
Pacific City/Wood PMP, under the introduction outlining the objectives, “improving visitor experience
and promoting longer stays” and all they need is OPRD to help. We have already seen the result of
closure to parking on the beach. Illegal parking, pedestrian(s)seriously injured by vehicles on crowded
Cape Kiawanda and McPhillips drive. And if you are there, you’ll see tempers flaring. People travel to
the beach for relaxation and recreation when their busy lives allow. For many people, they simply don’t
know when that will be. Often making them day use users of this area when the opportunity arises. It
can not be overstated, people are drawn to the ocean all around the world. It is a great place for
numerous types of recreation, and for some, sitting gazing out at the ocean is spiritual relaxation. We
believe former Gov. Tom McCall would have already stopped this process. He wouldn’t stand for
business interests manipulating access to our beaches. Thank you for your consideration. Brian and
Shawn Geers

Submission ID: 7be126f3-1e54-4e8b-9c56-5d488d6536cb
Record ID: 828
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:29 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

David

Last Name

Zine

Email

zinetime@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I support closing the beach from Tierra Del Mar to the mouth of Sand Lake. I am a Tierra Del Mar
resident. Increased traffic on the Tierra Del Mar beaches has become a hazard especially with the
increase in non resident beach usage year round.

Submission ID: 93360258-cb78-4155-a238-09b74ad39280
Record ID: 827
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:54 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Christine

Last Name

Severson

Email

Christines1003@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I disagree with the proposed closure. Oregon already has a very small area of beach that can be driven
on anyway, we do not need more taken away. This will also negatively affect businesses nearby as
there will be less space for recreation and less reason for people to visit.

Submission ID: 214c1cd4-4990-42bd-bc91-b180754edb2f
Record ID: 826
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:52 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Alana

Last Name

Dannen

Email

Ldannen552@gmail.com

Public
Comment

Please restore access to our beaches by vehicle. We chose to buy and live full time in Pacific City
because of the unique access we have to these beaches by vehicle. We are responsible locals that feel
this right is being jeopardized by recent rash decisions made by our local officials. Temporary closure at
Hungry Harbor seemed acceptable with the expectation of increased tourism during the busy season
and the pandemic but the other closures did not make sense. Locals like myself, enjoy the access at the
Turnaround, McPhillips, and Tierra Del Mar to get away from the crowds and enjoy the beaches we
chose to live nearby. We appreciate the recent access at McPhillips and Tierra Del Mar and these along
with the Turnaround should have never been closed and should be open year round for vehicle access.
Admittedly, as we all get older, lugging chairs, surf gear, and picnic supplies to the beach isn’t feasible.
We desperately missed enjoying our local beaches this past summer, especially near the mouth of the
Nestucca and Mcphillips with no vehicle access and we were unable to find parking most days and
evenings near the cape because of the big influx of tourists this past season. This can’t be a forever
closure as it limits access to locals and long time visitors who responsibly enjoy access to these areas by
vehicle. The beach and vehicle access is a local favorite and there are a lot of full time local residents
that are furious about the recent closures and potential for permanent closure would be devastating to
the quality of our beach life in the PC area. For the visitors and residents who are opposed to driving on
these beaches, I ask, why not go somewhere else? Beach access by vehicle is a tradition in the Pacific
City area that needs to persist through time. Some regulation during peak season at the Cape seems
appropriate but the continued closure at the Turnaround is not. We are locals and we deserve our
beach back. We need this time to be able to recreate on our beaches now that the crowds are gone so
please open vehicle access to our Pacific City area beaches. Thank you for your time. Alana Dannen
34930 Hillcrest Rd Pacific City, 97135

Submission ID: c8591d31-a203-493b-852c-562aa02002bc
Record ID: 825
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:44 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Marie

Last Name

Cook

Email

Cookjmb@frontier.com

Public
Comment

I would like to agree to motorized vehicles being allowed to drive on the Oregon coast. However, I have
observed far to many incidences of irresponsible driving with possible danger to children and adults
trying to enjoy the beach to approve this action. Vehicles often get mired in the sand due to
inexperienced and reckless drivers creating a danger to themselves and others. I have seen tire tracks
weaving in and out of the dunes, damaging the seagrass and threatening wildlife habitat. If there were
sufficient funds to provide official monitoring of motorized vehicles on the beach 24/7, an approval
could be considered.

Submission ID: 6002611b-3b8a-40e0-8235-4e4783fd4853
Record ID: 824
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:32 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

patricia

Last Name

long

Email

longpat66@gmail.com

Public
Comment

Please please please don’t allow cars on the beach from Sandlake south to the south end of Tierra Del
Mar! The beach is for families playing and walking in the sand and enjoying that glorious ocean. People
enjoying nature and that spectacular stretch of beach shouldn’t have to look continuously over their
shoulder to see if someone is coming at them with a 3 ton vehicle. It’s not right. Cars and other
motorized vehicles belong on roads. Thank you for listening and heeding our concerns. Pat and Dave
Long

Submission ID: 94773afd-d949-4af1-ab8b-163b45efc99a
Record ID: 823
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 3:00 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Gail

Last Name

Saxton

Email

gsaxton01@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I am grateful to OPRD for the opportunity to voice my opinion on this matter and appreciate the time
they will take to consider all public input on this issue. I am a full-time resident of Tierra Del Mar. I
witness the impact of beach driving & parking on a daily basis and for that reason, I wholeheartedly
support the rule change put forth to permanently close the Tierra Del Mar North Beach Access to
vehicles. As a resident of the greater Pacific City area, I also support the proposed vehicle closure at the
Cape, with the exception of boat launching/retrieval activities. I read and hear comments from
residents and visitors arguing that they have a “right” to drive on the beach. I feel beach driving is a
privilege, not a right. Privileges can, and should be, revoked when responsibility to upholding them is
not demonstrated. • Beach drivers, who are on the sand whipping donuts or engaging in other reckless
driving, are not being responsible. • Beach drivers, driving off the hard sand and into the grassy areas
amongst the dunes where beachgoers relax out of the breeze and where there is critical habitat for
wildlife, are not being responsible. • Beach drivers, who drive at near-highway speeds in areas
populated with families, pets, beachcombers and wildlife, are not being responsible. These are only a
few of the frequent examples in which I see beach drivers not demonstrating their responsibility to the
beach access privilege we enjoy as Oregonians. I feel for those who, beach driver or not, respect shared
usage and treat our beaches as the fragile ecosystems they are. But, too many drivers do not respect it
as an environment for all to enjoy, or feel that the safety of all takes priority over the recreation of a
few. I hope that the State and County will work together on education, enforcement, and potential
facility development, no matter the outcome. Signs showing No Access must be large, clearly visible
and easy to read. Speed limits must be posted. Violators must face consequences. Please let this be
only a stepping stone to better beach access with or without a vehicle--perhaps make better roadside
parking and pedestrian access at Tierra Del Mar and expand parking and trails at McPhillips. More and
more people have found our beautiful stretch of coastline, and they will most likely return again and
again. We want them to enjoy our “neighborhood” as they would want visitors to enjoy where they
live, with respect. Thank you.

Submission ID: 5614ad3b-cbd6-40ef-b83c-6e3ae87dbd1b
Record ID: 822
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 2:44 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Rick

Last Name

Hinkes

Email

rjh97034@yahoo.com

Public
Comment

PLEASE prohibit driving on the Tierra del Mar beach! It's not just the noise or the tearing up of the
beach when these people invariably do their "donuts". My grandkids, 3 and 7, have been on that beach
playing when these people come by, not paying attention and have had to literally run out of the way of
the trucks and jeeps. Oregon is known for its care and protection of our beaches. Please add TDM to
that list. It's not compliant with our best practices. Thank you very much.

Submission ID: e51ce669-49a9-4991-aba0-20d20262f6c5
Record ID: 821
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 2:41 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Gayle

Last Name

Seely

Email

gayle.seely@gmail.com

Public
Comment

We are living through a time when we are both increasingly aware of the importance of healthy
behaviors, and the importance of a clean environment. We restrict access to parts of the shore to
protect an endangered bird. But what about homo sapiens? If we are to survive as a species we need to
adopt more healthy behaviors, such as walking, say, on a nice clean beach, raising our heartrates and
breathing clean air into our lungs. So we need to reserve places where people feel SAFE walking. And
the environment near by is already compromised by the vehicle exhaust, and other machine effluents,
on the beach to the north of Sand Lake. Those are all carcinogens. Do we need to add more of those to
our lives? The Tierra del Mar beach is a perfect place to try an preserve the natural Pacific marine
environment. I have heard it said that you can walk on the same beach that is being driven on, but I ask
you, where would you get help IF you had a problem? I have been in that situation. My cell phone does
not work to call for help. I vote that we let those who do not care for their health or the environment
be allowed to drive on some OTHER beach. Thank you for trying to do the best thing for all with this
issue.

Submission ID: e00a9181-7c0d-4b11-8681-552df951ae05
Record ID: 820
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 1:25 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Dale

Last Name

Van lydegraf

Email

Dalevan@dalesremodeling.com

Public
Comment

I am adore him and I would like to be able to continue to drive to the beach to launch and retrieve my
Dory I do not think anyone else should be allowed to drive on the beaches in these pristine areas. I am
for restricting driving on the beaches

Submission ID: 86539384-6c40-4850-82e0-0f1ae50dd7d9
Record ID: 819
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 1:15 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Jeffery

Last Name

Fox

Email

jefox@msn.com

Public
Comment

I read the rules and it smacks of a small group of local people wanting to have the beach to themselves.
It appears that Tillamook County is more interested to pandering to a small group of locals that use the
beach for their hobby businesses vs the people that come down to enjoy the beach and spend a
substantial amount money in the small town of 1000 people. I'm guessing that number includes part
time residents as well. There is limited beach access and parking along the coast. To the north Tierra
Del Mar has no parking. Please reconsider enacting new laws that keep people who are not fortunate
to own a beach house from enjoying the Oregon Coast.

Submission ID: a6791071-769e-460e-b828-42593c20a360
Record ID: 818
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 12:56 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Bonnie

Last Name

Soltau

Email

bsoltau@peak.org

Public
Comment

I support closing as much of the beach as possible to any recreational vehicles I think we need to
preserve and defend clean and safe beaches for not only ourselves and children, but the many species
that need more quiet than a truck or car would allow Thank you for allowing discourse regarding this
issue Bonnie Soltau

Submission ID: 2f93eb66-f535-4a54-a3a1-a77a7aa6bb96
Record ID: 817
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 12:55 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Josh

Last Name

Brown

Email

jbrown@co.tillamook.or.us

Public
Comment

My name is Josh Brown and I am the Sheriff for Tillamook County. Prior to being Sheriff I was a working
deputy and my primary coverage area was South County. I dealt with this beach driving on numerous
occasions and have very extensive knowledge of this area and this subject matter. To address the beach
closure at Cape Kiwanda first. Long term I do not disagree with closing this section of beach to all
except Dory Boaters. I believe this because I have seen first hand the safety issues related to this beach
being full in the height of summer. From a law enforcement standpoint safety is a priority. However, in
the short term I believe it is a mistake. When I say short term, what I mean from now until the full
county parking plan is put into effect. Closing it now will only increase parking issues and safety
concerns reminiscent of summer 2020. The Sheriff's Office will struggle greatly to make any impact on
this issue, again just like summer 2020. The closure north of Tierra Del Mar (as it is commonly referred
to) is also a mistake in my opinion. I am uncertain of the original reason why it has been shutdown
during specific times of the year as it is now, but there is absolutely no need for a full closure. I also
realize that many residents of Tierra Del Mar are very protective of their beach and very much wish it to
be fully closed for their personal use. I do not believe this is a viable reason for a full shutdown.
Additionally from a law enforcement perspective enforcing this shutdown is very difficult, it is very low
priority when considering our call volume and call types. Right now we receive many calls regarding
vehicles on that section of the beach and we very seldom are able to respond and contact the suspect
vehicles. There is no foreseeable way that this can change.

Submission ID: 14f894ca-68fe-47fe-a233-19343692fa92
Record ID: 816
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 12:26 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Sally

Last Name

Kennedy

Email

sallygreenthumb@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I strongly agree with the proposed shut down of the mentioned beach access by the Tillamook County
Commission. I’m a born & raised Oregonian, reside in Pacific City & feel that parking & driving on our
beaches is no longer a safe option. I think the summer of 2020 showed that that era is over, it was a
mess at the cape. It’s time to take into consideration how the increased crowds affect safety,
cleanliness & enjoyability of our gorgeous beaches. And, of course, our Dory fleet would not be
restricted from using the beach for launching. Close it down, save our beaches!!!!

Submission ID: d5d2a226-72cd-492f-9428-58a7066d6456
Record ID: 815
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 11:31 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Garry

Last Name

Link

Email

garrylink@charter.net

Public
Comment

I am opposed to the proposed rule as written for the following reasons: 1. The proposed rule is
contradictory to the 1967 Oregon Beach Bill. The Bill states that “the public may have the free and
uninterrupted use” of the entire beach. The proposed rule includes a $10 beach access change and
gives exclusive access to a particular user group. The $10 fee and the exclusivity of the rule are directly
contradictory to the beach bill. 2. The proposed rule originated from the county commissioners and was
not motivated by general local opinion. In fact, a public poll opposed the rule by a factor of about 2:1. 3.
Independent citizens were not represented on the rulemaking committee, the dorymen were
overrepresented, and local businesses were underrepresented. The owners of the largest employers in
Pacific City (Pelican Pub, Headlands, Shorepine Village, etc. were not even contacted by the committee.
This rule does not have majority support of the Pacific City community. 4. The proposed rule is being
expedited in a pandemic environment that makes it impossible to hold open public input meetings.
Performing rulemaking in this environment excludes the input of residents that do not have internet
access. There is no reason to hurry a decision that has long term impact to a community. 5. The
proposed restrictions will have unintended consequences that will impact the enjoyment of Pacific City
residents especially with increased demand on coastal communities. There is not sufficient alternate
parking if beach access is closed and the commissioners continue to prohibit street side parking in the
community. The exclusivity of the rule can be bypassed by purchasing a paddleboard or a kayak and
further increase crowding on the Northern portion of the beach. This will exacerbate the safety issue
caused by motorized boats on the beach and in the water. 6. A public process to establish and
implement the Cape Kiwanda Master Plan has been underway for several years. Limiting beach access
has not been part of this plan. Once again, the proposed rule is not being driven by public processes
and public opinion. The process of rulemaking has not been methodical, transparent, or widely
publicized. I believe that Oregon State Parks should deny the proposed rule. Instead, the beach access
issue should be added to discussions for the Cape Kiwanda Master Plan. This will allow the time and
meetings required for the normal public process once we have emerged from the pandemic.

Submission ID: 319ed05d-7ff4-41a6-a426-6b35e454e8a9
Record ID: 814
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gary Hanson <garyhanson.135@yahoo.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 11:18 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County

In parking lots we should not play;
From beaches cars should stay away.
We don’t drive up Multnomah Falls,
Nor park in art museums’ halls;
Or libraries, or in our schools,
No cars in classrooms, gyms, or pools.
We drive to parks, but park not there.
Inside the ballpark, cars nowhere.
A place to play, a place to park:
Few differences could be more stark.
If from examples something teaches,
We’ll learn to park outside our beaches.
—
Gary Hanson
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 11:13 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Laurel

Last Name

Mahar

Email

burnerlaurie6080@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I fully support the closing of any and all beach access points that allow vehicles to drive on the beach. I
have thoroughly enjoyed walking on the beach since the Covid closures and watching my grandchildren
play without fear of vehicles harming us. I am also requesting that you close the access point commonly
called The Turnaround as well. The conflict between pedestrians and vehicles at this access point is
extremely hazardous. Clising this access point will protect the Bob Straub State Park natural areas and
estuaries. It is criminal the way vehicles have abused this area. I am a property owner on Sunset Drive
where my parents built a fishing cabin in 1962. I know and love this area well. Sincerely, Laurel Mahar
35545 Sunset Drive Pacific City, OR Mailing address: 5165 SW Carman Drive Lake Oswego, OR 97035

Submission ID: 7820e860-221a-4219-a857-ed8507047bf6
Record ID: 813
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 10:48 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

John

Last Name

Batdorf

Email

John.batdorf@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I am personally opposed to non-Dory Vehicles on the beach. I have personally witnessed many near
accidents with both kids and dogs and people driving too fast on the beach. I also have seen many
people drive between the signs where there isn’t supposed to be any vehicles traveling. So I would just
prefer to keep all vehicles off the beach unless it’s the Dory Fishers.

Submission ID: 578ea514-161d-4f41-a2d4-ce66e310bd47
Record ID: 812
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 10:43 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Leslie

Last Name

Batdorf

Email

Leslie.batdorf@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I live in Pacific city and I would like to show my support for not allowing cars on the beach. There have
just been too many times that I have personally witnessed cars almost hitting dogs and kids even
though they are not supposed to drive in certain areas on the beach. I have also had to push cars out
that were stuck in the sand and the waves were coming in. I feel that this is a waste of our resources for
local enforcement to help get these stuck cars out. I personally would enjoy being able to go to the
beach and not have to worry that there possibly could be a car coming and need to either gather my
dog or my children.

Submission ID: 97c66bf7-0e5d-42d0-a218-58306798897b
Record ID: 811
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 10:14 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Aaron

Last Name

Long

Email

Aaronmlong@yahoo.com

Public
Comment

I don’t support the closure of vehicle beach access, pacific city is one of the last hand full of places your
allowed to drive on on the Oregon coast. With the large influx of tourist that come of the weekends and
summer months we will see a issue with parking like we saw last summer and all the issues that
presented it self, last summer all the large events were canceled because of covid so we didn’t see the
true amount of people that come. There are many other reasons for access like ADA and recreation.
The pros of closing it don’t out way the cons. The excuse that vehicles and pedestrians pose a problem
irrelevant when your have to drive though a crowded tight parking lot to get there when I’ve only seen
issues with dorymen and pedestrians. The the worries of automotive fluid on the beach is kinda
pointless because the parking lot run off is directed on the beach and your going to tell be those old
trucks used to pull dory’s don’t have more leaks then the average maintained daily driver. I grew up in
pacific city, still live on the coast and my father lives in pc. I took my wife on our first date over the turn
around, I learned how to drive there driving on the beach in the pacific city area is a special thing and it
saddens me to think that it’s being taken away. So no I don’t support the closers of beach access.

Submission ID: 00b167a7-9058-403f-8b06-afcd83a11fdc
Record ID: 810
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 9:49 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Brian

Last Name

Moore

Email

brian.d.moore@chestersthriftway.com

Public
Comment

As a long term resident and a local business manager, I can say that I am both for and against driving on
the beach. Here is my reasons and thoughts. For the area to the south of the actual Cape, the area in
Pacific City this area should be closed off to all vehicular traffic, with the exception being the Dorymen
when they are actively fishing, and emergency personnel. The reason is this beach area is more limiting
and there are homes that line up against the sand all along the beach, this helps to increase the amount
of people on the beach to those who are parked there plus all the local residents and there family and
friends who live in the homes right along that strech of beach. With the ever growing popularity of the
local area the beach along this strech is already crowded, now add automobiles and we are looking at
possible injuries or worse to pedestrians, and beachcombers alike. Now the Beach access just north of
the cape in the area known as Terra Del Mar, is much wider, longer, and has less homes to the south
side. This would allow for more clearance and is not as heavily visited as the cape area is. I would allow
continued vehicular travel on the beach in this area, but only in this area and it needs to be monitored
to make sure that everyone stays safe. Thank you for hearing me out.

Submission ID: f3c7bcdd-77f3-4d04-8434-2bdb4223c366
Record ID: 809
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 9:41 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Gregory

Last Name

Rentz

Email

lifesabeach53@embarqmail.com

Public
Comment

I support restricting beach driving in South Tillamook County at Cape Kiwanda and Tierra Del Mar area
North of the beach entrance to San Lake Spit. Thank you Gregory Rentz Permanent Pacific City
resident

Submission ID: a584185f-a2e1-40b6-9593-7c17d2c045ad
Record ID: 808
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 9:35 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Shannon

Last Name

Rentz

Email

grsr1976@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I support restric beach driving in South Tillamook County at Cape Kiwanda and Tierra Del Mar.
Shannon Rentz Permanent Paciic City resident

Submission ID: 7dc311ee-f196-4894-b13b-3f0daecec996
Record ID: 807

25

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 9:31 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Susie

Last Name

O’Day

Email

Susieoday@hotmail.com

Public
Comment

I have owned a beachfront home at Cape Kiwanda for 30 years. I have witnessed so many close calls
with cars on the beach. There are children down on the beach trying to play in traffic and it’s simply not
safe. The beach seems much more family friendly now that the big trucks are gone and beach access is
the same for everyone.

Submission ID: c5f481a8-eb21-4406-bbf6-ba388a841a8e
Record ID: 806

26

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 9:12 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Kevin

Last Name

Hollenbeck

Email

hollenbk61@gmail.com

Public
Comment

Please keep the vehicle access at these beaches. We do not need anymore closures! Vehicle access is
one of the wonderful things about Oregon beaches. It is why I go there and spend my money in those
communities.

Submission ID: 83ff66b1-afa4-4aeb-9c14-ede881749247
Record ID: 805

27

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 9:08 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Donald

Last Name

Grotjohn

Email

dwgrotjohn@gmail.com

Public
Comment

As a dory man for the last 50 years, I took time to visit with many people on the beach last summer
(2020), with both locals and visitors. There were exceptions, but a very high percentage of those I
discussed this proposal with were very happy to see the beach empty of vehicles except dory launchers.
They appreciated the safety, less chaos, and the general friendly attitude of others. I encourage the
OPRD to follow the effort to close these two access points as discussed. Donald Grotjohn

Submission ID: 3a23f5f1-691e-4ce8-b0c4-014be6fa12b9
Record ID: 804
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 8:55 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Loretta

Last Name

Miles

Email

Loretta@salemcinema.com

Public
Comment

I am in support of the ban on beach driving. In fact I would like to see this become a state wide ban on
all vehicles on all beaches other than first responders, essential maintenance vehicles and in
designated boat launch areas.

Submission ID: 607790be-87e1-49c2-bf8b-5e33530867b5
Record ID: 803

29

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 8:10 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Doug

Last Name

Archibald

Email

dsarch56@gmail.com

Public
Comment

You cannot selectively discriminate who can and who cannot use public property! This is ridiculous. You
would be better off using an information campaign as to people working with each other to respect
everyone's needs. Your not dictators use your head's and encourage common sense and common
coutesy !!!!! Remember it's Public Property

Submission ID: f646f900-29b9-479b-9c8f-7e552543eb80
Record ID: 802

30

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 7:55 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Antonette

Last Name

Lamers

Email

Antonetteskitchen@gmail.com

Public
Comment

Hello. I think it would be great to close the cape Kiawanda and Tierra Del Mar. There as been such a
huge influx of tourists now it’s become dangerous. There are a lot of family on the beach with kids and
not having big trucks on the beach is a nice piece of mind. Keeping the dory boats at the cape is good
that is a tradition that has become apart of us.

Submission ID: 44f9630e-acc4-47df-9e01-a56330db97e6
Record ID: 801
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 7:20 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Brad

Last Name

Hunt

Email

dadbrad@live.com

Public
Comment

Please do not close the public beach to vehicles. Why is it necessary to do this? The majority of the
public wants it to stay open to vehicles. It’s an experience which attracts tourism.

Submission ID: a0e1e9e9-b78d-46a5-9c10-631c687bd970
Record ID: 800

32

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 7:17 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Ian

Last Name

Berg

Email

iankberg@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I'm writing you to express my opposition to closing the beaches to motor vehicles. The amount of
beaches in Oregon that residents are still allowed to drive on is very limited. The only reason that my
family and I visit the Pacific City area (and Netarts) is that we enjoy the unique experience of driving on
the beach. We fish for surf perch along the beach and usually charter a dory fishing trip during our stay.
We own a beach front vacation home in Newport yet vacation yearly in Pacific City for the beach
access. The detrimental effects to the local economy in South Tillamook county would be huge if OPRD
shuts off this access. I would estimate that the area would lose tens of thousands of tourist visits per
year. Shutting off the beaches is not the answer. I thank you for taking the time to consider my input.
Sincerely, Ian Berg

Submission ID: e968b3db-8c1a-4c82-8673-0fd79593896c
Record ID: 799
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 7:04 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Shaun

Last Name

Jones

Email

Loadngoshaun@gmail.com

Public
Comment

Please keep the beach open to drive on. There is very little beach access via vehichle in oregon. My
parents love going to PC and being able to drive on the beach and play with the grand kids. They are
unable to walk down onto the beach. Keep it open!!!

Submission ID: a4087a85-55e1-4dab-82d1-a0b02e5803dd
Record ID: 798

34

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 7:02 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Ann

Last Name

Given

Email

ann@ptarmigangroup.com

Public
Comment

As a part time resident and homeowner in Pacific City, I understand the lure of parking and driving on
the beach for many visitors and residents. I get that people with mobility issues appreciate having the
opportunity to drive on the beach, but it has really gotten out of hand the last few years. Please,
provide one spot that is appropriate for cars - McPhillips maybe and close the beach at the Cape and
Bob Staub to vehicular traffic with the exception of dory boat operators. It is too congested and too
dangerous. People don't pay attention to kids and dogs and someone is going to get killed. And I
guarantee it, if some old dude in a junky truck kills some rich kid from Portland or Seattle, there will be
wrongful death lawsuits on top of the grief and guilt. Do the right thing. Give folks who want it a spot
with less congestion. There is simply too many businesses and tourists at the Cape now to make it safe.
Thanks.

Submission ID: 2c29de35-a7c6-4ffa-a70e-531fadff3d0b
Record ID: 797
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 6:47 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Kevin

Last Name

Nash

Email

Knash0823@aol

Public
Comment

We have vacation rental in pacific city and one of the reasons people like to rent in pacific city is
because they can drive onto the beach you guys just need to use some of our tax money for more trash
cans by the beach and it will help keep them clean. We are against the closer of our public beach’s.

Submission ID: a2e1566a-0318-40de-a8f1-5099c6058716
Record ID: 796
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 6:44 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Christina

Last Name

Pearsall

Email

Jcspearsall@yahoo.com

Public
Comment

This proposed restriction is a bad idea as this is why many tourists, such as myself, go to Pacific City.
I’ve been going there with family for over 45 years and now our kids look forward to it. Being able to
drive on the beach is what Pacific City is all about!

Submission ID: 9b30342a-8a87-4c22-b539-7b195bfdccd9
Record ID: 795
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 6:27 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Nick

Last Name

Cline

Email

Nick.cline@gmail.com

Public
Comment

Do not limit beach driving, one of the main draws for my family to come to this area is the ability to
drive on the beach. If access is limited we will recreate elsewhere, as I’m sure many others will as well.
This will hurt local businesses.

Submission ID: c3f2cc86-38bf-45fd-8eaa-d14cbe99eb4a
Record ID: 794
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 5:29 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Micah

Last Name

Stewart

Email

4micahs@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I am hoping that the beaches do not open back up to driving. I am okay with the dory launching. I have
been going to PC for over 30 years. I own a home there close to the Cape. The past few summers have
been awful. I get scared my kids will get hurt. I see reckless driving. Vehicles leaking toxic chemicals.
More people leaving trash. Vehicles getting stuck. Drinking and driving. So many cars it’s hard to find a
spot to sit or play. I get heartbroken in summer months now. This is not the town I remember. It’s not
safe, enjoyable, responsible, or environmental. Please stop allowing cars. Let’s us enjoy this beautiful
place in peace. Let our children play and run on the beach without fear of speeding and dangerous cars.
Thank you! Crossing my fingers, Micah Stewart

Submission ID: 5200ed2f-6508-44a7-995d-bdd6562e7cc1
Record ID: 793
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 5:12 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Ronen

Last Name

GEFFEN

Email

ronenintouch@gmail.com

Public Comment

Yes, to vehical restrictions on the beaches at Thera del mar and Pacific City

Submission ID: fe4c9205-3c68-406e-82a5-5c594964db1b
Record ID: 792
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 4:58 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Laura

Last Name

Butler

Email

Laura.anne.butler@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I am in support of closing thr two proposed beaches in Tillamook county to vehicle traffic. Consider the
Lincoln City ones next. We do not need to drive on the beach unless for commercial permitted
ourposes.

Submission ID: 3541c37e-30ef-4f82-a661-e085b92ce1ef
Record ID: 791
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Friday, February 12, 2021 12:29 AM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Sherwin

Last Name

Jones

Email

sherwinjones92@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I was born in Tillamook and grew up near Pacific City. I have witnesses, first hand, the changes to the
community for the last 50 years. I have operated a towing and recovery business at Pacific City for the
last 20years. Financially these closures would cost me about $20,000 per year. Yes, that much , and
maybe more ! That is a reflection of how much time I spend on the beach ! I have experienced very
little safety issues between pedestrians and vehicles. Most vehicles can not move very fast in the soft
sand. Most drivers are courteous. They seek out a place to park and stay put. Most safety issues occur
while the dorys are comming off the ocean fast and when the boats are being towed off the beach. The
vehicles towing the heavy boats must travel fast to get thru the soft sand to reach the concrete ramp.
South of the ramp there is virtually no safety issues, period! By closing the beach at Cape Kiwanda to
parking permantly we would loose at leasst 250 parking spots above the high tide line !! The people
who would usually park on the beach will have to seek parking elsewhere. Closing the beach to parking
will cause a massive parking crisis in the local area. We already saw this during the initial beach
closures. Do you have a solution to this ? Are we trading one problem for another ? Here is an idea,
install a seperate ramp going south from the beach access for beach goers to use. Leave the existing
ramp for dory use only. Have the local high school design and build a movable elevated platform that
could be manned by experienced persons equiped with megaphones to worn people when the dorys
are landing at high speeds. They could help direct traffic, assist lawenforcement, help locate missing
children, and help direct rescue efforts for distressed swimmers and surfers. Surfers and Fishermen
alike could help. Tillamook County Transient Lodging Tax funds could be and should be used to buy
materials. Just closing the beaches without trying to solve the conflicts is not fair to anyone, especially
the local full time residents. We should not loose more freedoms do to the actions of a very small
percentage of seasonal visitors. You will be robbing us of the simple pleasure of enjoying our beaches
when the tourists have gone home !!! I think the seasonal closure system is the best and fairest. The
seasonal approach works at Terra Del Mar, despite what the local residents say otherwise. I think most
people, both local and otherwise, whom have beach expearience, would agree that a seasonal closure
at Cape Kiwanda would be the easiest, best , fairest and most balanced approach. Maybe in the future
we could work out the safety issues. If you have any questions please feel free to reach out via Email or
call (503) 392-9448

Submission ID: 6d695f12-4e13-48ff-9aec-490cf2b94a19
Record ID: 790
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:38 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Mia

Last Name

Williamson

Email

amelia.gh.williamson@gmail.com

Public
Comment

While I can see and recognize the sentiment behind many residents and visitors being uneasy about the
proposed driving restrictions, it's time for change in south Tillamook county. We will all be able to hold
onto an cherish our nostalgia for beach cruises of the past- however, this community does not have the
infrastructure to support the repercussions and the environment is being greatly taxed by our ignorance
as a population and need for convenience. I fully agree with the proposed restrictions of beach access.
As as life long Oregon Coast resident and resident of Pacific City and now Tierra Del Mar, I can say how
wonderful it has been to enjoy the beach with my little family without the fear of cars, the major drop
in litter and seeing the preservation of natural areas occur without the access of vehicles. However, the
$10 day use fee is absolutely disgusting. This fee would bring fourth a massive equity issue for all kinds
of people wanting to enjoy the area. The area is a clearly wonderful, as so many people travel from near
and far to enjoy it, who are we to gate-keep with such a gross amount for a day use fee? Sure- the area
needs major funding for infrastructure such as refuse, bathrooms, bike paths, sidewalks, etc.. But I
know that the great State of Oregon can surely come up with a better solution that $10/day to park at
Cape Kiwanda. This will just move the parking issue to the surrounding neighborhoods and businesses
that are already dealing with quite enough with the COVID-19 outbreak.. I look forward to working
towards a safer, cleaner, and more evolved Pacific City area. Best, Mia Williamson

Submission ID: fc3b39f6-8aa0-4597-afd1-1b5abbe228e5
Record ID: 789
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:01 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

John

Last Name

Goodell

Email

jfiskegoodell@gmail.com

Public
Comment

To Whom it May Concern I am writing to give my full support for the proposed beach driving closures.
The proposal correctly targets specific areas. In particular the area immediately south of Cape Kiwanda
to the ramp has become a dangerous spectacle of overlapping users. The dory fleet, surfers, pedestrian
beach goers, and tourist vehicle traffic all converge on this crowded section of only a few hundred
yards. There no other 1/3mi. spot on the Oregon coast with such an extraordinary convergence of user
groups and motorized traffic. The potential for tragedy his high. Furthermore, its important to
acknowledge the historical legacy of the dory fleet and its unique association with the community.
There is no other fishing fleet like it on the West Coast and many local professional guides operate here,
thus preserving just a few hundred yards for this cultural heritage activity is logical. Without the traffic
jam presented by a melee of tourist vehicles, dory owners and their support teams will be able to
effectively launch, land, load and depart the beach. Also it is important to note that being able to drive
to say the mouth of the Nestucca helps the public enjoy more remote parts of the beach, and reduce
beachgoer density. However driving on the beach Kiwanda makes no sense given the proximity to
town. A vehicle closure allows a more appropriate use of a confined, high-density area by increasing
public safety, improving the beach experience, and reducing pollution to the nearshore marine
ecosystem. Warm regards, John Goodell wildlife biologist dory operator Portland, OR

Submission ID: 8a92bb56-74ac-4734-b52a-f5d3af06ca97
Record ID: 788
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:55 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Tori

Last Name

Dulwick

Email

Beavtori@aol.com

Public
Comment

We have had a home in Pacific city for 25 years. We would like the beaches closed to cars. It has been
really nice not having cars on the beach. Let's enjoy the beach without dodging cars.

Submission ID: 867502e2-60b0-49f2-9ff7-ac49954641a8
Record ID: 787
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:21 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Lily

Last Name

von Mosch

Email

lily.vonmosch@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I support restricting beach driving in portions of Tillamook County. The proposed restrictions are a
common sense way to balance maintaining current uses while ensuring the safest access. I also support
charging for parking in the public lots but encourage the County to ensure that the funds received for
parking in the Pacific City/Tierra Del Mar areas are used for infrastructure in these unincorporated
areas. I also encourage the County to ensure equitable access - both for those experiencing economic
hardship and those who need physical accessibility support. Parking fees should not put beach time out
of the reach of those who struggle to put dinner on the table

Submission ID: 7d4c9bae-2939-4320-a9e9-c33ea45329d9
Record ID: 786
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 6:05 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Steve

Last Name

Miller

Email

Millersracing@gmail.com

Public
Comment

I am totally in favor of closing beach access to all vehicles except those involved in fishing at the Pacific
City location. I also believe the access at the Turnaround down to the mouth of the Nestucca River
should be closed. Pacific City has been overwhelmed by visitors in the last 3 years. Many have no
manners and assume that the privilege of driving on the beach means that they can race around doing
donuts and endangering anyone trying to enjoy the beach on foot. In particular, the Turnaround access
presents a true hazard to life and limb. Vehicles power up over the dune there with zero visibility on the
other side. I have seen several near misses. I hear many locals say “well no one has been hurt there
yet”. Yet. With the massive influx of tourists there will be an injury - especially with these young
hooligans who barrel over the blind hill. Does someone have to be seriously injured or die before the
county and state do the right thing?

Submission ID: 1fb56c75-8e59-41d8-b174-9f194051c4f3
Record ID: 785
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 5:48 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

karen

Last Name

funk

Email

services@kernsfunk.net

Public
Comment

Please restrict beach driving as specified in this proposal. The beach at Cape Kiwanda has become a
parking lot. The pollution from all these cars (idling and oil) is destroying this beach. We go to the beach
to get away from noise and pollution. If public lots need to charge a fee, that is okay. To spend $5.00 to
relax on the beach or climb Cape Kiwanda is well worth it.

Submission ID: f7d3e719-8fbf-464d-b207-8cdc831761aa
Record ID: 784

48

MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 4:59 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Sean

Last Name

Ramstead

Email

ramstead@gmail.com

Public
Comment

The one thing about Pacific City that I can't seem to understand is allowing vehicles on the sand. There
is no reason to allow further pollution of our oceans. Why would anyone want to deliberately put oil in
the ocean? Especially if you enjoy the ocean. I don't get it. Ban driving on every beach in Oregon please.
Emergency vehicles are an exception, I get that.

Submission ID: a933af95-25a1-4cf9-854e-112e15836d3a
Record ID: 783
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MARSHALL Janelle * OPRD
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

oregon-gov-web-services@egov.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 3:53 PM
PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Restrict Beach Driving in South Tillamook County
formsubmission.csv

First Name

Nancy

Last Name

Hoffman

Email

njhoff@hotmail.com

Public
Comment

Thank you for allowing public comment on the Proposed Rulemaking regarding Beach Driving in South
Tillamook County OAR 736-024-0015. After reviewing the proposed rule change language and
associated map, I have a few comments and suggestions. From the map, it looks like Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department (OPRD) is proposing to open the beach to driving from Pacific Avenue, Pacific
City, south to the southern end of the spit or Porter Point. I am curious why OPRD proposes to open
beach driving access (OAR Tillamook 2j) to a currently closed, remote, and less impacted beach
adjacent to Bob Straub State Park, Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge, and associated outstanding
Chinook Salmon producing habitat within Nestucca River? Oregon Governor Robert Straub was a strong
supporter of the Oregon Beach Law, conservation of natural resources, & opponent of the proposed
use of the spit for a highway and vehicle driving. Nestucca Bay is one of five bays within the Tillamook
Estuaries Partnership. Tillamook Estuaries Partnership is one of 28, two in Oregon, programs of the
National Estuary Program. The Nestucca Bay and River are outstanding for local economics, culture, and
mental health. It looks as if OPRD want to impact less-disturbed and unaltered beach areas and habitats
instead of maintaining and adjusting current levels of beach access to areas and habitats in the OAR
Tillamook 2e, 2h, 2i area. I support not opening new areas to driving and parking on the beach, but
instead manage the current areas by other methods (i.e. reducing number of vehicles per day, no night
driving, staggering vehicle use throughout the week/weekends, modifying beach driving from the
mouth of Sand Lake south to northern border of the Cape Kiwanda State Natural area, developing a
permit system for disabled public, commercial, and recreational boating launch and retreival). The
justification to temporarily close the beach to vehicles, from Tillamook County boat ramp in Pacific City,
south about 1/4 mile, amid state park staffing shortages and safety concerns related to mixing beach
visitors and vehicles would also apply to the section of beach OPRD proposes to open from Pacific
Avenue, Pacific City to Porter Point. OPRD might want to re-think their logic and review data regarding
State Park budgets, staffing, law enforcement actions, protected species and their habitats, and
pressure from businesses or special interests along the water front in the Pacific City area. I do not
support opening the beach to vehicle or parking access from Pacific Avenue, Pacific City to the southern
end of the spit or Porter Point. There is no reason to open this “intact” beach and adjacent wildlife, fish,
and plant habitat to disturbance and land alteration. I do support modifying vehicle beach access
around Sand Lake to reduce illegal use (time and season) and access of the uplands accessed from the
beach. I do support simplifying seasonal and hourly closures for the area. Again, Sand Lake is an
important estuary within Tillamook County and it too is of national importance. Our watersheds are
more important to our communities than driving on and littering our coastal habitats. I do not support
OAR Tillamook 2f to be open anytime to vehicle use if State budget can not support hiring additional
staffs for education and law enforcement. I do support keeping vehicle beach access open adjacent to
Pacific City center for disabled public, boat launching and retreival through a permit system. I do not
support charging visitors and locals parking fees they can not afford. I suggest providing free or minimal
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cost parking spaces or locations throughout Pacific City for tourist, local recreational and commercial
community.
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