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SCORP



If recreation is 
permitted…



…some degree of impact is inevitable.

Illustration by Michael Byers



Recreation Ecology

the study of the environmental consequences of 
outdoor recreation/nature-based tourism 

activities and their effective management.

Interdisciplinary field that combines social and ecological sciences
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How do you 
manage for 
these social 

and ecological 
impacts?
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Action

Decision Factor

Behavior



Examples of Direct 
Management

• Fines

• Spatial and temporal zoning of use

• Limit usage via entry zone

• Limit length of stay



Advantages of Direct 
Management

• Requires less knowledge about users

• Management maintains high degree 
of control

• Disadvantages:
 Enforcement & compliance
 Equity issues



Examples of Indirect 
Management

• Design of original setting 

• Improve/don’t improve access 
roads

• Installation of facilities

• Education & interpretation



Advantages of Indirect Management

• Generally more accepted by visitors

• Generally less cost intensive

• Less potential for confrontations and conflict

• Less of a burden on the visitor

• Involves and empowers the visitor

• Disadvantages:
 Effectiveness
 Delivery (timing & method) is important



Best approach?

+



Why do we still see 
impacts?

• Constraints:
 Funding 
 Staff
 Time 

• Visitor compliance & enforcement

• Stakeholder “buy-in”

• Difference in values and norms
 can be especially relevant in social conflict



How to decide where, when, and how to 
allow recreation?

Interagency Visitor 
Use 

Management 
Framework



“Build the foundation”
 What is the purpose of this recreation management project? 

 How does it align with the mission of the land managers/agencies? 

 Compliance with relevant policies

 Interdisciplinary team that is engaged with the public
 What makes this area unique? What values are associated with these lands?

 Inventory
 Social  values, preferences, current use levels, cultural resources, etc.
 Ecological  habitat types, watershed, wildlife, etc. 
 Managerial  $, staff, management capacity, etc.



Outdoor 
Recreation 
Management 
Decisions

• Management Objectives = broad, narrative 
statements that articulate the desired 
conditions for the protected area – the 
natural resources, visitor experiences, and 
level of management presence.

• Desired Conditions = What do you want 
the area to look like in the future? 
 Does NOT address the “how”





Take Home

• Recreation  increasing, many benefits to individuals 
& society

• Recreation  even non-consumptive is not impact-free

• It might not be appropriate to have “all the recreation, 
everywhere, at all times” 
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