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Finally, a question arises regarding what OSBEELS’s role and authority over a county
surveyor is, if any, in a situation where there is disagreement between a professional surveyor
who submitted a map for filing and the county surveyor who receives that map, over whether
that the map complies with ORS 209.250 (thereby triggering, either, indexing or return for
corrections). Advice from our 1996 memorandum applies here:
It does appear that the exercise of discretion by a county surveyor in evaluating maps
submitted to the surveyor for filing is an evaluation relating to land surveying matters in
the words of the statute [ORS 672.005(2)(d)]. Thus, the review of maps for filing is the
practice of land surveying and the county surveyor may be investigated and disciplined if
the county surveyor engages in gross negligence, negligence or incompetence in the
practice of land surveying, including the evaluations of maps presented for filing. ORS
672.200(2)(d).
Memorandum of Advice, October 9, 1996, p.2.
Further, and as may be useful as a tool for the Board’s analysis of a county surveyor’s
exercise of discretion in determining whether a map submitted for filing does or does not comply
with ORS 209.250, ORS 209.250(1) -- via reference to ORS 209.200 and 209.070(4) -- does
provide some specific methodology professional surveyors are bound to apply, at least when
those professional surveyors, “establish or reestablish a public land survey corner…[or]
resurvey… lands surveyed under the authority of the United States.”
In conclusion, the OSBEELS appears to have the authority to discipline a county
surveyor who fails to comply with ORS 209.250(1) through (9), including a county surveyor
who: fails to determine whether a map submitted to that county surveyor for filing complies with
ORS 209.250(1), (2) and (3) within 30 days of receipt; determines that a map submitted for filing
complies with ORS 209.250(1), (2) and (3), but fails to index that map within 30 days of
determining it compliant; determines that a map submitted for filing does not comply with ORS
209.250(1), (2), or (3), but fails to return that map to the submitting surveyor within 30 days of
receipt for correction; or, fails to forward to the OSBEELS a map the county surveyor has
returned to a professional land surveyor for correction, when those corrections were not made
within 30 days of the county surveyor’s return of the map. The OSBEELS also appears to have
the authority to discipline a county surveyor under ORS 672.200, including for negligence, gross
negligence or incompetence in the county surveyor’s exercise of judgment in determining
whether a map submitted for filing complies with ORS 209.250.

ENDNOTE
i

ORS 209.250 requires that permanent maps include the following:
(2) The permanent map must have a written narrative that may be on the face of the map.
If the narrative is a separate document, the map and narrative must be referenced to each
other. The map and narrative must be made on a suitable drafting material in the size

