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OPRD’s 
Mission Statement
To provide and protect outstanding 
natural, scenic, cultural, historic and 

recreation sites for the enjoyment and 
education of present and future 

generations.
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Oregon State Parks Historical Highlights
1921 Oregon State Parks is "born" as part of Oregon's highway system.
1922 Land for Oregon's first state park, Sarah Helmick State Park, is deeded to the state.  
1933 Works Progress Administration (WPA) and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) era 

begins. The Depression-era relief work builds roads, trails & buildings at 45 state parks.
1952 Postwar recreation leads to development of campgrounds in 27 parks across the state.
1967 Oregon Beach Bill. Parks later assumes responsibility for ocean shoreline.
1973 Willamette River Greenway program introduced.
1980 Parks funding from gas tax abolished.
1989 Legislation creates Oregon Parks and Recreation Department.
1998 Measure 66 passes. Dedicates Lottery funds to State Parks for grants, new parks and 

infrastructure repair. Funds end in 2014, unless voters reauthorize.
2007 Stub Stewart State Park opens. It is the first new park/campground to open in 30 years.
2010 Measure 75 passes.   The measure continues indefinitely a 15 percent set aside for 

Oregon parks and wildlife habit.
2013 Cottonwood Canyon State Park, established in 2013, is the second largest state park in 

Oregon, encompassing 8,000 acres on the lower John Day River
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2017-2019 OPRD BUDGET REVENUES
Legislatively Adopted Total 272.1M

2017-2019 OPRD BUDGET EXPENDITURES
Legislatively Adopted Total $217.0M

Lottery
$95.8
39.41%

Beginning Balance
$55.1
20.27%

Lottery (non M76)
$1.3
0.48%

General Fund
$218.8K

0.08%

Park User Fees
$50.6
18.62%

RV Registration
$19.9
7.35%

ATV
$9.7
3.58%

Others
$22.7
8.37%

Federal
$16.3
6.02%

Debt Services
$2.1 

0.99%

Central 
Services
$28.7
13.26%

Direct Services
$111.7
51.47%

Community 
Support & Grants
$47.9
22.10%

Director’s Office
$2.0

0.95%

Park
Development
$24.3
11.23%

Source: OPRD Pocket Facts 2017-2018
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19-21 FIP Project List 
Coastal Region

Park Project Description
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19-21 FIP Project List 
N. Valley Region

Park Project Description
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19-21 FIP Project List 
N. Valley Region

Park Project Description
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19-21 FIP Project List 
Central Region

Park Project Description
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19-21 FIP Project List 
Eastern Region

Park Project Description
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2017 Umpqua Lighthouse S.P.
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2017 Umpqua Lighthouse S.P.
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2018 Umpqua Lighthouse S.P.
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2019 Umpqua Lighthouse S.P.
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Engineering 11
Real Estate 7
Park Manager Request 5
Natural Resource / Consultant 3
Planning 2
Cultural Resources 1
Other Agency 1

30

2018 Survey Requests by Section
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Other Agency Request 

Oregon State Marine Board
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Bullards 
Beach
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Memorable Surveys
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MOST
Memorable Survey 
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Chasing the 

Willamette River
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In House Research
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Mapping the River
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1855
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1855
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1855
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1853
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Legal Review
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2 Definitions
Accretion
Avulsion

2 Court Cases

Beaver v. United States, 350 F. 2d4 (1965)
Oregon v. Corvallis Sand & Gravel 429 U.S. 363 (1977)

Legal Review
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2009 Manual of  Surveying Instructions (8-76) 

Accretion

The process of  deposition is called “Accretion”. 
Accretion is defined as the grain-by-gain deposition of  
soil along the bank of  a river. The term is applied both to 
the gradual and imperceptible deposition of  material and 
the bank of  a body of  water and to the land formed by 
this process. It is usually accompanied on the opposite 
side of  the stream by the reverse process, erosion.  Both 
accretion and erosion can affect land boundaries, 
including the boundaries of  Federal interest lands. 
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Oregon Supreme Court  (2014):
Sea River Properties, LLC v. Parks

Accretion

Accretion is a geological process by which new land 
forms when sand, silt, or soil is gradually and 
imperceptibly deposited on the edge of  existing land.
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Beaver v. United States, 350 F.2d4 (1965)

The Beaver case affirms that, in federal decisions at 
least*, accretions must be claimed on the same side 
of  the river as the upland holdings…

…in the absence of  any avulsion.



Oregon Parks 
and Recreation 
Department

Beaver v. United States, 350 F.2d4 (1965)

The Beaver case affirms that, in federal decisions at 
least*, accretions must be claimed on the same side 
of  the river as the upland holdings…

…in the absence of  any avulsion.

*Oregon v. Corvallis Sand & Gravel  429 U.S. 363 (1977)

• The U.S. Supreme Court stated that they were had been 
wrong in Bonelli and that the matter should be decided 
under Oregon State Law.  

• Oregon Supreme Court held that Oregon Law was that 
avulsive changes works no change in the boundary.  

• Therein this outcome meant that Oregon Law and federal 
common law in this matter are the same. 
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2009 Manual of  Surveying Instructions (8-97)

• An avulsive change cannot be assumed to 
have occurred without positive evidence. 

• Positive evidence is direct proof  of  the facts 
establishing that an avulsion had occurred 
and does not arise from any presumption.  

• When no such showing can not be made, it 
must be presumed that the changes have 
been caused by erosion and accretion. 

Avulsion
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The River Back Then
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3281r
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3281r
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3282 Report of the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army
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The Mapping Era
1855 - 1936
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Aerial Photography
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Oregon Department
of  

State Lands
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Bil l  Baierski ,  P.L .S . ,  C .W.R.E .
Senior Surveyor, Engineering Section, Park Development Division

________________________________________________________________________

725 Summer Street NE, Suite C, Salem, OR 97301-1266
Desk: 503-986-0773| Cell: 503-559-5234 | Fax: 503-986-0792

Email: Bill.Baierski@Oregon.gov
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