Uregon Geologist Examiner

Time to Update Qualification Standard

Guest Article by Board
Member Todd Jarvis, PhD,
RG, CEG, CWRE

Oregon was one of the first
states to establish a registra-
tion program for geologists.
Likewise, the state is one of a
few that recognizes a special-
ty registration for Engineering
Geologists.

An emerging question is do
qualifying standards for licen-
sure need to be revisited as
the fields of geology and ge-
ography become increasingly
overlapped. Consider, for
example, the field of fluvial
geomorphology. Some geog-
raphers have expertise in this
arena but are not readily rec-
ognized for this expertise due
to the existing rules governing
the public practice of geology.
Likewise, the field of Geo-
graphic Information Science
(GIS) can reasonably be inter-
preted as Information Geosci-
ence, yet geographers special-
izing in GIS must rely on
Registered Geologists, Li-
censed Surveyors, or Profes-
sional Engineers to review
and “approve” their work.

I suggest that OSBGE should
consider updating the registra-
tion program for geoscientists
to acknowledge the matura-
tion of the field, much as was
done with the specialty licens-
ing for Engineering Geolo-
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gists in Oregon and Hydroge-
ologists in other states. A
good model to consider is the
Australian Institute of Geosci-
entists (AIG) Registered Pro-
fessional Geoscientist pro-
gram. The AIG is Australia's
most rigorous recognition
program for continuous pro-
fessional development by
Australian geoscientists.

AIG defines a geoscientist as
"a person who has acceptable
tertiary qualifications in geo-

logical science from a univer-
sity or tertiary institution rec-
ognised by the Council of the
Institute for the time being or
who has received adequate
industrial training equivalent,
in the Council's opinion, to
such tertiary qualifications"
and may be taken to mean
"one who practises one or
more of the geological scienc-
es". Applicants for registra-
tion may nominate one or
more Fields of Practice and
demonstrate competency suit-
able for registration in those
fields. AIG includes tradi-
tional geology fields as well
as environmental geoscience,
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information geoscience, and
other specialist geoscience.

Oregon can continue to be a
pioneer in maintaining very
high standards in the public
practice of geology while also
acknowledging that the field
has matured with technology
and increasing overlap in are-
as of expertise. Oregon’s state
motto is She Flies With Her
Own Wings; is it appropriate
for geographers to be left out
of the professional practice of
the geosciences, or is it time
to make a change that is con-
sistent with the global view of
the geosciences? Might other
states ultimately follow Ore-
gon’s lead?

Notes from the Editor:

This article does not reflect the
opinion of OSBGE. The Board
may take up the topic addressed,
but this is not yet decided. Com-
ments should be sent to:
todd.jarvis@oregonstate.edu.

OSBGE lists qualifying courses
in OAR 809-030-0025. Geogra-
phy or any geoscience courses
not listed in the rule are subject
to Board approval on a case-by-
case basis. To qualify for regis-
tration, candidates must show
work experience in addition to
education. For up and coming
geoscientists seeking their first
registrations to publicly practice
geology, the work experience
generally must be supervised by
a geologist.
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The mission of the
Board of Geologist
Examiners is to help
assure the safety,
health, and welfare
of Oregonians with
regard to the public

practice of geology.

Have an interesting
photo to share that
illustrates Oregon geol-
ogy 1in action (past or
present)? We’d enjoy
sharing such photos in
a future edition of the
Oregon Geologist Ex-
aminer! Send to the
Board Office.

following:

osbge.info@state.or.us.

Guidelines: 2B or Not 2B

The Board is contemplating whether to update guideline
documents addressing professional practices and prepara-
tion of engineering geologic and hydrogeology reports.
The Board would like to hear from registrants about the

Have you used the existing guidelines?
A. If yes, which ones? B. If no, why not?

2. Would you use the guidelines if they were updated?

3.  Would something other than guidelines be more
useful to you? If so, what do you suggest?

4. Have you seen non-registrants use the guidelines as
requirements for projects or reports?

5. What topics are most critical for the Board to address

in guidelines or other materials?

Please take the time to share your thoughts; e-mail us at
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Engineering Geology at Natural
Resources Leadership Academy

Oregon State University
sponsored the first Natural
Resources Leadership
Academy (NRLA) held
during two weeks this mid-
June. The NRLA was de-
veloped as a unique oppor-
tunity for professionals and
graduate students to en-
hance leadership skills, gain
knowledge and connect
with others in the natural
resources field. See http://
outreach.oregonstate.edu/
nrla/ for more information.
Board Member Todd Jarvis,
PhD, RG, CEG, CWRE,
was one of the instructors at
the NRLA.

The environmental impacts
associated with large con-
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struction projects and work-
ing with project contracts
often requires those in-
volved to have expertise in
conflict management. On
June 21, 2012, Drs. Aaron
Wolf and Sam Chan lead a
group of over 50 NRLA
students on a field trip of
one of the most ambitious
construction projects under-
taken by the State of Ore-
gon — the last phase of
Highway 20 straightening.
More on that project can be
found at: http:/
www.oregonlive.com/
pacific-northwest-news/
index.ssf/2012/05/

us 20 highway_straighteni
ng_pr.html.

Geo Photo oi the
Quarter

The NRLA faculty and stu-
dents met with Joe Squires,
the Lead Engineer/Project
Manager for the Oregon
Department of Transporta-
tion, and Barbara Cisneros
of the Oregon Department
of Environmental Quality
who also worked on storm-
water control permitting for
the project. The field trip
showed the participants a
prominent example of geol-
ogy getting in the way of a
good engineering project.

s

s

Joe Squires, Oregon Department of Transportation, speaks
to NRLA participants about the Highway 20 straightening
project. Note the landslide in the background!
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Christine’s Corner— Administrator Notes

First, I want to thank those registrants who took the time to respond to the questions in the

Spring 2012 about online payment. Your feedback is appreciated by staff and the Board.

Based on comments received, overall registrant interest in online payment is limited, and the

Board has therefore decided to not pursue this functionality at this time. Online payment will

be revisited if and when registrant demand increases or other forces require investment in the update.

Second, I want registrants to know about an upcoming vacancy on the Board. Vice Chair Weick will end
his 2nd term on the Board on December 31 of this year. The Governor will need to appoint a new mem-
ber to the Board. Board membership is an opportunity to contribute to and help shape the future of
the profession. Minimum qualifications for membership include:

Feedback?

Active registration with OSBGE at time of appointment Questions?

OSBGE registrant for at least one full year preceding appointment
Live in Oregon (currently and for at least one full year preceding appointment)
No disciplinary action taken by OSBGE against the registrant in the last 5 years

Contact Board

Staff

The Governor’s Office receives, processes, and decides on all applications (also called Interest Forms).
Visit the Governor’s website at http://governor.oregon.gov/gov/Pages/boards.aspx or contact me at the office for more info!

New Rules In Eifect!

The Board adopted one new rule and multiple amended rules at it's June 7, 2012 meeting. The rules have been filed with the
Oregon Secretary of State and are now in effect. Registrants and other interested parties were invited to participate in the rule-
making process through past newsletters, rulemaking public notice, and a rulemaking hearing. The Board and staff greatly ap-
preciate those that took the time to provide comments during the rulemaking process. The text of the new rules can be accessed
on the Board’s website: http://www.oregon.gov/osbge/

NEW Rule: 809-015-0020 Reissuance of Revoked Registration; REVISED Rules (“Responsible Charge” Rules Project): 809-
003-0000 Definitions; 809-030-0005 Experience Standards; 809-030-0015 Qualifications for Geologist Practice Examination

and Geologist Registration; 809-030-0020 Qualifications for Engineering Geologist Examination and Certification as an Engi-
neering Geologist; 809-050-0000 Use of Seal; 809-050-0010 Qualifications for Cooperative Registration or Temporary Permits

Czngra{u/a{io@

Welcome New Registrants!

RG by Passing Exam CEG by Passing OR CEG Exam

Nielsen, Heather G2160 05/16/2012 Kramer, Daniel E2330 05/15/2012
McCarthy, Kevin G2343 05/17/2012 Lavarnway, Aimee E2186 05/15/2012
Mckay, Neil G2286 05/29/2012

Meyer, Taryn G2321 05/24/2012 CEG by Cooperative Registration
Sorensen, Kekoa G2307 05/24/2012 Harmon, Karl E2341 05/08/2012

RG by Cooperative Registration GIT by Passing Exam

Harmon, Karl G2341 05/08/2012 Hu, Wynee T2347 06/01/2012
Neely, Thomas G2342  05/15/2012 Hunt, Sarah T2348 06/07/2012
Stallman, Jay G2344 05/22/2012 Ma, Lina T2349 06/07/2012
MacDonald, Alistair G2345 05/22/2012 Luke, Raymond T2350 06/13/2012

Buckner, Geoffrey G2351 07/06/2012 Mickelson, Katherine ~ T2354 07/13/2012
Wells, Rick G2352  07/06/2012 Pirot, Rachel T2346 05/24/2012
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WE’RE MOVING TO ANEW SUITE!
SEE ADDRESS CHANGE BELOW Mailing Label Here

Oregon State Board of Geologist Examiners
707 13th Street SE, Suite 260

(Suite 114 after July 24, 2012)

Salem, OR 97301

Phone: 503-566-2837
Fax: 503-485-2947

E-mail: osbge.info(@state.or.us
Iy T T —

- e == - ~
We’re on the Web at
http://Iwww.oregon.gov/OSBGE/index.shtml
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Lapsed Registrations Upcoming Events

9/3 Labor Day/Office Closed

Contact the Board Office to learn how to renew your lapsed registra-

tion. (Last Name, First Name, Registration #, Expiration Date) 9/14  Board Meeting

10/5 ASBOG Exams

Brian Beck, G1312, 05/31/2012; Brad Bessinger, G2117, 04/30/2012

Mark Birch, G1600, 05/31/2012; Timothy Blackwood, E1439, 06/30/2012 - —

Eugene Blanck, Jr, E1753, 06/30/2012; Donald Coberley, G1866, 05/31/2012 WAN'I'E]]' J
Benjamin Cook, T2245, 04/30/2012; Ulysses Cooley, Jr., G1836, 05/31/2012 [kalesintt

Mark Cunnane, G1513, 06/30/2012; Karen Dorey, G0935, 04/30/2012 IR :

Jeffrey Freeman, G1645, 05/31/2012; Hiram Henry, T2061, 05/31/2012 . E-mail Addresses Requested :
Thomas Horning, E1131, 06/30/2012; Jeanna Hudson, G1192, 04/30/2012 . Please consider providing a :
John Jenkins, E1119, 06/30/2012; Michael Klisch, G1930, 05/31/2012 contact e-mail to the Board Of-
Joel Kloth, G1536, 05/31/2012; Wayne Lambert, G1647, 05/31/2012 . fice if you have not already :
Jacob Letts, G2253, 06/30/2012; Marcia Malstrom, G0942, 05/31/2012 done so. E-mail allows for
Michael McCrum, G1330, 05/31/2012; Terry McPhetridge, G1618, 05/31/2012  : more efficient and cost effec-
Todd Miller, G2032, 05/31/2012; Matthew Mudge, G2120, 04/30/2012 - tive communications from the
Mark Nelson, G2274, 04/30/2012; Steven Newcomb, G1135, 06/30/2012 : Board Office to registrants.

Don Pettit, G1336, 05/31/2012; Eric Roth, G1744, 06/30/2012 R R R
David Samples, G1339, 05/31/2012; Schwarz, David, G1933, 05/31/2012

John Silko, G1232, 05/31/2012; Danny Sims, G2278, 04/30/2012

Stephen Smith, G1194, 04/30/2012; Mark Trudell, G2125, 06/30/2012

Mark Underhill, G1745, 06/30/2012; Catherine Van Ausdall, G1416, 05/31/2012

Richard Vogl, G1456, 06/30/2012; Thomas Wayland, T2255, 06/30/2012

David Weatherby, G1880, 05/31/2012 Summer 2012
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