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Responsible Charge

What is responsible charge? The phrase responsible charge has generated confusion
over the years, and OSBGE went through a rule amendment process in 2011 - 2012 with
hopes of finally clarifying what this means in relation to public practice of geology and
qualifying work experience for registration purposes.

“Responsible charge of work” means the independent control and direction of geologi-
cal work by the use of initiative, skill and independent judgment, or the supervision of
such work (ORS 675.505(11)). As used in the definition, “geological work” means the
public practice of geology or work that would otherwise require registration by OSBGE
if not exempted (OAR 809-003-0000(9)). Taken together, what this means is that an
individual cannot be working “in responsible charge” unless that person is working as a
registered geologist in Oregon, working in another jurisdiction with proper licensure
from that jurisdiction, working as a geologist in a jurisdiction that does not require li-
censure (there are still a few states without a registration requirement), or working under
one of the limited exemptions of ORS 672.535. Statutory exemptions cover persons
engaged in teaching and conducting geology research in a college or university, federal
employees practicing solely in that capacity, subordinates to a registered geologist, and
a person testifying or preparing to testify in a public proceeding.

The limitations on “in responsible charge” work are further articulated in Board rules.
OAR 809-003-0000(27) defines when a person can supervise geological work involving
the public practice of geology. The individual supervising the geologic work must be
fully responsible, accountable and liable for the geological work and (a) registered as a
geologist in Oregon, (b) Certified as an engineering geologist in Oregon, (c) registered
as a geologist in another jurisdiction with licensing requirements comparable to Oregon
or (d) in charge of the geological work in a situation or another jurisdiction that does not
require licensure. A geologist not registered with OSBGE and not working under an
exemption from registration cannot be publicly practicing geology and thus certainly
cannot be supervising others in the public practice of geology. An individual registered
with OSBGE as a Geologist-in-Training and working in Oregon is not in responsible
charge and cannot supervise the geological work of others but instead must be working
under the supervision of a RG or CEG.

The Board expects all registrants to understand the meaning of responsible charge and
to help prospective registrants understand how to obtain qualifying work experience for
registration. Per the Geologists Code of Professional Conduct (OAR 809 Division 20),
a registrant with knowledge or reasonable cause to believe another person or geologist is
publicly practicing geology in violation of the registration law or related administrative
rules, is required to report this information in writing to OSBGE.
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The mission of the
Board of Geologist
Examiners is to help
assure the safety,
health, and welfare
of Oregonians with
regard to the public

practice of geology.

The 0SBGE Public Member

By Richard Heinzkill, OSBGE Board Member

Perhaps you have noticed that on the OSBGE roster there is a non-geologist. That’s
me! The public member is not a geologist. Professional licensing boards in Oregon
have public members who are not members of their respective professions to represent
the entire population of Oregon. This sounds like a heavy responsibility. Maybe it is,
but discharging this responsibility has not been daunting. In fact, I’ve rather enjoyed
it. In this role, I haven’t necessarily learned a lot about Oregon geology, but I have
learned a lot about geologists! (No, don’t ask me for a personality profile of a typical
geologist.)

For OSGBE, the public member is designated as the complaint coordinator. This
means | work with the Board Administrator to conduct investigations and prepare the
documentation needed for the Board to discuss compliance cases. Compliance cases
have a way of taking interesting twists and turns as information is gathered. The aim is
to identify the issues involved and to give the Board enough information to discuss the
cases. The cases go to the Board without recommendations. Initial discussion of a
case by the Board may reveal other aspects requiring further information gathering and
therefore the case is carried over to the next meeting and maybe even to later meetings
until finally it is resolved. I’ve enjoyed working with the Board and learning what the
professional practice of geology entails.

My time on the Board concludes in February 2014 after two terms. Please contact
Christine Valentine (christine.valentine@state.or.us) if you have a non-geologist
friend, neighbor, or colleague to suggest who might be interested in serving as public

\ member starting in spring 2014.

~

7/

N O O S S S S D S S S S S S D S S D D B e e e

RULES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED!

Interested registrants please send notes of interest to osbge.info@state.or.us

Online Registration Lookup

ek 1"‘5%’&@ OSBGE has added a registration lookup feature to its website.

as - ffg The registration data is updated daily, a vast improvement over the
_‘Jj 39‘_’5’5 manual, once per month process the Board has used for years.
#na s st Anyone can now search for information by registration status or

type or registrant name, business, city or state. We invite you to

check it out at: http://www.oregon.2ov/OSBGE/Pages/

index.aspx, then click on License Search on the left hand side.

As with anything new, there might be a few bugs in the system
that we have yet to discover. If you try the system out and find a
problem , please notify the Board office!
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Christine’s Corner—Notes irom the Administrator

In the Winter 2013 newsletter, we included an explanation of OSBGE legislation submitted for consideration by
the 2013 Legislative Assembly. The legislation aimed to clarify immunity from civil liability arising out of offi-
cial actions performed for or by board either by board members, employees, agents, counsel and volunteers. The
Board’s primary goal was to provide more certainty to volunteers, especially those serving as technical reviewers
in complaint cases. OSBGE was unsuccessful in getting the legislation heard due to disagreement
between lawyers for the Legislative Assembly and state agencies about the best way to approach
this issue of civil liability protection. It quickly became evident that OSBGE would not be able to
resolve the disagreement. So, we switched gears to finding a non-legislative means to address the
issue of civil liability protection for volunteer technical reviewers. I am pleased to report that we
have been able to find a path forward, and OSBGE will be able to provide volunteer reviewers with
coverage. The Board is pleased that it can provide more peace of mind to future reviewers.

Engineering Geology Reporls

OSBGE has entered into contract to have the Guidelines for Engineering Geology Reports overhauled. The Board
decided to make this investment due to continued interest in this guideline document by registrants and local gov-
ernments. The existing document is from 1990, has never been updated, and is no longer viewed as adequate by
the Board. The contractor will develop a first draft and then work with a review panel of Certified Engineering
Geologists (CEG) to further work the document. Once the panel recommendations have been addressed, the
Board and contractor will put the resulting draft out for registrant and public review. At this time, that review pe-
riod is anticipated to be during this December or January 2014. The Board will continue to keep registrants in-
formed about this project through future newsletters and other notices. Please direct any questions or comments
to: osbge.info@state.or.us

Feedback?
Questions?

Contact

Board Staff:

Welcome New Registrants!

GIT by Passing Exam

Gipson, Cian N. T2383 05/16/2013 Dussell, Bryan E. G2380 05/03/2013 CA

Johnson, Benjamin S.  T2384 05/16/2013 Kingston, Peter J. G2394 08/06/2013 WA
Savoie, Courtney B. ~ T2396 08/15/2013 Klein, Joshua P. G2392 07/18/2013 CA

Sky, Anna C. T2374 03/26/2013 Mathieu, James Jr. G2389 05/31/2013 WA
Steiner, Aine E. T2382 05/10/2013 Nelson, Stephen E. G2386 05/22/2013 WA
Wilks, Joseph J. T2379 05/02/2013 Parker, Jeffrey S. G2381 05/08/2013 WA
RG by Passing Exam Richardson, Paula G2393 07/19/2013 WI

Smith, Michael J. G2387 05/29/2013 CA
Koslofsky, AdamD.  G2143 05/02/2013 Thomas, Jeremiah J.  G2375 04/16/2013 ID

CEG by Passing Exam Vadurro, Giovanni A. G2385 05/16/2013 CA
Oberbeck, Eric T. E1332 05/07/2013 Welty, Tamara L. G2395 08/06/2013 WA
Reese, Adam J. E2123 05/02/2013 CEG bV Cooperative Registration

RG by Cooperative Registration Dussell, Bryan E. E2380 05/03/2013 CA
Bush, David L. G2390 06/28/2013 WA Nelson, Stephen E. E2386 05/22/2013 WA
Chartier, Marc A. G2388 05/29/2013 PA Vadurro, Giovanni A. E2385 06/05/2013 CA
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707 13th Street SE, Suite 114
Salem, OR 97301

Phone: 503-566-2837
Fax: 503-485-2947
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Mailing Label Here

E-mail: osbge.info@state.or.us
— Y T

We’re on the Web at

http://Iwww.oregon.gov/OSBGE/Pages/index.aspx
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DOUBLE CHECK THAT ADDRESS! OSBGE moved 1 year ago, and the
suite # for the office changed. The U.S. Postal Service has stopped
delivering mail addressed to the old suite #. Please be sure to update

your address book, list, or database! Avoid having your renewal sent

back to you!

Lapsed Regislrations

Contact the Board Office to renew a lapsed registration!

(Format: Last /First Name, Registra-
tion #, Lapsed Date)

Abbe, Tim, G1351, 07/31/2013

Airhart, Steven, G1728, 05/31/2013
Bailey, Lee, G1058, 07/31/2013
Becraft, Daniel, G1974, 04/30/2013
Block, Erik, G1145,07/31/2013
Boelling, Karen, T1539, 05/31/2013
Brock, Carla, G2072, 07/31/2013
Brown, David, G1242, 07/31/2013
Cartwright, Michael, G0943, 05/31/2013
Cooley Jr., Ulysses, G1836, 05/31/2013
Jensen, Roy, G1785, 04/30/2013

Kloth, Joel, G1536, 05/31/2013
Letts, Jacob, G2253, 06/30/2013
Mckinney, Richard, G2311, 05/31/2013

Mickelson, Katherine, T2354, 07/31/2013

Paul, Roger, G1842, 06/30/2013
Pieper, Scott, G2250, 05/31/2013
Wittbrodt, Paul, G1909, 05/31/2013
Wauttig, Mark, G1011, 05/31/2013

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Board Quarterly Work Session/Mtg.
e 9/20/2013 (in Salem, OR)
e 12/13/2013 (in Salem, OR)

Joint Mtg. w/OSBEELS
e 10/10/2013 (location TBD)

ASBOG Exams Next Administered
e 10/4/2013 (in Salem, OR)

ASBOG Workshop/Annual Mtg..
e 10/30/2013—11/2/2013

Holiday/Office Closed
e 9/2/2013 (Labor Day)
e 11/11/2013 (Veteran’s Day)

Summer 2013
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