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OREGON GEOLOGIST

By Board Member Todd Jar-
vis. Send comments to:
todd.jarvis@oregonstate.edu

Geologic information
is key in many public poli-
cy debates: landslides and
land-use, water and devel-
opment, aggregate mining
and agriculture, and min-
ing and groundwater im-
pacts to name a few. As
geoscientists, we have
earned a seat at the table in
these debates. While geo-
scientists strive to complete
geologic work in an objec-
tive manner using the best
available science, some
“science” is being present-
ed with shaky foundations,
namely to bolster personal
policy preferences.

Prominent NW fisher-
ies biologist Robert Lackey
refers to this as normative
science—*“information that
is developed, presented, or
interpreted based on an
assumed, usually unstated,
preference for a particular
policy choice.” Lackey’s
work is further underscored
by Roger Pielke, Jr. when
he uses Lackey’s term for
normative science in policy
deliberations -“stealth issue
advocacy”- in his book The
Honest Broker - Making
Sense of Science in Policy
and Politics. Lackey calls
it this “because the average
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Stealth Issue Advocacy

person reading or listening
to such scientific state-
ments is likely unaware
that it is a form of advoca-
cy. Normative science is a
corruption of science and
should not be tolerated in
the scientific community -
without exception.”

Policy-makers and pol-
iticians, not geoscientists,
decide on public policy
issues. Pielke states that
scientists have choices
about how they engage in
public policy and argues
that hiding behind science
is not a productive option
because it risks damaging
the positive contributions
of their own expertise.
"Because science is highly
valued as a source of relia-
ble information, disputants
look to science to help le-
gitimate their interests. In
such cases, the scientific
experts on each side of the
controversy effectively
cancel each other out, and
the more powerful political
or economic interests pre-
vail, just as they would
have without the science.”

At a guest lecture at
Oregon State University, |
asked former Oregon Con-
gressman Les Aucoin how
scientists could make more
of an impact in policy mak-
ing and politics. He sug-
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gested that scientists be-
come politicians and par-
ticipate in the bargaining,
negotiation, and compro-
mise associated with poli-
tics. Some geoscientists
have made the jump from
science to politics, e.g. for-
mer Secretary of the Interi-
or Bruce Babbitt (geo-
physicist), US Senator Har-
rison Schmitt (astronaut
and geologist), and Oregon
Senator Jackie Dingfelder
(land use planner).

For the rest of us, the
message is to get involved
in policy work but always
remember our jobs as geo-
scientists. Getting our sci-
ence across to laypeople is
already difficult as we
work in an environment
not seen by the public and
often-times considered
mystical. The line between
geoscience and stealth is-
sue advocacy can be fuzzy,
but the damage to the pro-
fession is clear if the line is
crossed haphazardly. 2008
Stockholm Water Prize
Winner J. A. “Tony” Allan
said it best: “Understand-
ing the political landscape
into which one wants to
introduce new concepts
and approaches is more
important than being expert
in those concepts.”
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The mission of the
Board of Geologist
Examiners is to help
assure the safety,
health, and welfare
of Oregonians with

regard to the public

practice of geology.

‘Nominees Needed - Mine Operator Awards.

The Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI) is again recognizing

outstanding mine operators statewide through an annual awards program. The Mineral

Land Regulation and Reclamation Program (MLRR) Office of DOGAMI works with
an independent panel of experts to select specific mine sites and operators to receive
awards for outstanding reclamation, mine operation and fish habitat protection. The
MLRR is eager to expand the number of nominees under consideration in the awards
program. If you work in the private sector with the mining industry, please consider
whether you know of a mine operator to nominate for a DOGAMI award.

DOGAMI will be accepting nominations through March 29, 2012. All nominations

should be directed DOGAMI —

MLRR, Reclamation Awards, 229 Broadalbin, Albany,
OR 97321. Direct any questions to Ben Mundie, DOGAMI, at (541) 967-2149 or by
email ben.a.mundie@mlrr.oregongeology.com . For more about the awards program,

including award recipients for past years, please visit http://www.oregongeology.org/

mlrr/awards.htm

Registered Geolo-
gists who hold Certified
Water Right Examiner
(CWRE) certification
will soon be required to
fulfill Professional De-
velopment Hours (PDH)
pertaining specifically to
water right examination.
January 2015 will be the
first scheduled audit cy-
cle, and it will cover the
2013-2014 renewal peri-
od. This means PDH
units will need to be ob-
tained starting in 2013,
and supporting documen-
tation will be required.
CWREs will need to sub-
mit proof of 10 PDH in
subjects relating to water
right examination to the
Oregon State Board of
Examiners for Engineer-
ing and Land Surveying
(OSBEELS) in order to
renew certification.

Acceptable courses and
study would include: wa-
ter right applications and
claims of beneficial use,
Water Resources Depart-
ment programs, water
law, or other subjects
related to the work of a
Water Right Examiner.

OSBEELS was given
regulatory authority over
the professional conduct
of CWREs with the pass-
ing of Senate Bill 126 in
June 2011. The bill went
into effect in January
2012, and OSBEELS is
working on rules to im-
plement these require-
ments. OSBEELS will
hold a Rulemaking Hear-
ing on March 12, 2013 at
1:30 p.m. in the confer-
ence room of the OS-
BEELS office at 670
Hawthorne Avenue SE,
Suite 220, Salem. The
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public is welcome to at-
tend this hearing and
share their opinions on
proposed language to
adopt OAR 820-050-
0010.

OSBEELS is now
responsible for investi-
gating alleged or suspect-
ed violations of CWRE
rules and statutes. OS-
BEELS can suspend, re-
voke, or modify the cer-
tificate of a CWRE, even
for a Registered Geolo-
gist, should violation of
statutes (ORS 672.002 to
672.325, ORS 537.797)
or rules applicable to
CWREs be documented.

Information for this article
provided by OSBEELS staff.
For more about OSBEELS,
see http://www.oregon.gov/
osbeels/

Winter 2013

- e e e e e e e e e e .


http://www.oregon.gov/osbeels/Pages/index.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/osbeels/Pages/index.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/osbeels/Pages/index.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/osbeels/Pages/index.aspx�
mailto:ben.a.mundie@mlrr.oregongeology.com�
http://www.oregongeology.org/mlrr/awards.htm�
http://www.oregongeology.org/mlrr/awards.htm�
http://www.oregongeology.org/mlrr/awards.htm�
http://www.oregongeology.org/mlrr/awards.htm�

OREGON GEOLOGIST EXAMINER PAGE 3

s PROPOSED*++
House Bill 2269

2013 Legislative Session
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For Oregon Slale Board oi Geologist Examiners
Submitled by Governor John A. Kitzhaber, MD

BILL SUMMARY

Grants State Board of Geologist Examiners members, employees, agents,
counsel and volunteers immunity from civil liability arising out of official
actions performed for or by board.

ABILLFORANACT
Relating to the State Board of Geologist Examiners.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION 1. In addition to any other immunity provided by law,
members of the State Board of Geologist Examiners and any employees,
agents, counsel and volunteers serving the board are immune

from any civil liability arising out of official actions performed for or
by the board.

SECTION 2. Section 1 of this 2013 Act applies to official actions
performed for or by the State Board of Geologist Examiners on or after

the effective date of this 2013 Act.

NOTE: Matter in boldfaced type in an amended section is new; matter [italic and bracketed] is existing
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HB 2269

Oregon State Board ol Geologist Examiners
2013 Legislative Session

Governor John A. Kitzhaber, MD submitted this bill on behalf of the Board for con-
sideration by the Oregon Legislature during the 2013 session. This bill summary,
along with the proposed language, is included in this newsletter edition so that reg-
istrants are aware of the legislative proposal.

What the Measure Does

This proposed measure would modify the geology practice statute by adding a
clause specifying when individuals would be immune from claims of civil liability
for work carried out on behalf of the Oregon State Board of Geologist Examiners
The mission of the (OSBGE). The change would put OSBGE on comparable legal footing with other
Oregon boards and commissions.

Board of Geologist
Background
Examiners is to help Unlike many Oregon boards and commissions, OSBGE does not have a statutory
clause within its authorizing statute addressing immunity from civil liability for
assure the safety, those that volunteer with the Board or for any other parties carrying out Board-
related business. While the Tort Claims Act arguably extends some level of protec-
health, and welfare tion to Board members and staff, it is much less clear whether any real protection is
provided by this Act to registrants or other citizens who volunteer their time and
of Oregonians with expertise to help the Board accomplish its work. This legal uncertainty leaves
OSBGE unable to clearly advise volunteer technical reviewers assisting with com-
regard to the public plaint reviews or registrants volunteering to serve on Board committees about their
. exposure to potential civil liability for work carried out on behalf of the Board.
practice of geology. This legal uncertainty compromises the Board’s ability to recruit volunteers, yet

volunteers are integral to carrying out the Board’s mission. As a very small agency
with limited financial resources (licensing fee dependent with no general fund or
other funds) and staff (1 FTE effort), the Board is dependent on the continued con-
tributions of volunteers.

Summary

HB 2269, if passed, will add a new clause to the geology practice act. That clause
specifies limited immunity from civil liability for individuals in relation to official
actions for or by the Board.

Fiscal Impact

No additional funds are requested or required. This bill has no direct impact on
Board revenues or impact to registrants through fee changes. (OSBGE is supported
by licensing fees.)

Contact for More Information
Christine Valentine, Board Administrator
503-566-2837, christine.valentine@state.or.us
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Christine’s Corner—Notes from the Administrator

The Board has set its quarterly meeting schedule for 2013. The Board wants to hear from its
registrants and encourages your participation in these public meetings. Staff can assist with
facilitating Board review of issues identified by registrants, either through written correspond-
ence or by calling the Board office. Staff can also help to schedule specific times for public
comment, working with your schedule as best as possible to minimize your time out of the of-
fice or off the job. The Board’s meeting dates for 2013 have been set as follows:

Friday March 22 (Board Office, Salem, OR)

Friday May 31 (Offsite/University Outreach, To Be Determined)
Friday September 20 (Board Office, Salem, OR)

Friday December 13 (Board Office, Salem, OR)

Feedback?
Questions?

Contact Board Staff

Want to otherwise contact a Board member? Updated contact information for Board mem-
bers is maintained on the OSBGE website.

***OSBGE Request for Proposals ***
Updating the Engineering Geology Guidelines

OSBGE will be seeking proposals from qualified firms and institutions interested
in working on this project. Stay tuned for more information to be posted soon!

Welcome New Registrants! CeretetonsZiExam Results

GIT by Passing Exam
Hutchins, Dana T2364 12/21/2012 In October 2012, eight (8)
candidates sat for the Fun-

RG by Passing Exam damental Section of the

Berghoffer, Charlotte A.
Cook, Benjamin L.
Dilley, Lorie M.
Fawcett, Della M.
Murray, Michael R.
Reiff, Brandon M.
Wayland, Thomas C.

RG by Cooperative Registration

Herst, Ward
Jordan, Anna
Sloan, Linda

CEG by Passing OR CEG Exam

Hughes, Peter

G2315
G2245
G2365
G2209
G2362
G2363
G2255

G2361
G2360
G2137

E2185

12/19/2012
12/20/2012
01/02/2013
12/13/2012
12/13/2012
12/19/2012
12/21/2012

11/07/2012
10/04/2012
01/03/2013

01/02/2013

ASBOG Examination, and
nine (9) candidates sat for
the Practice Section.
OSBBE s pleased to an-
nounce that Oregon had a

100% passing rate

for the fall exams! Way to
go everyone!

Winter 2013
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Best Wishes for 201 3!

Oregon State Board of
Geologist Examiners
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Salem, OR 97301

Phone: 503-566-2837
Fax: 503-485-2947

E-mail: osbge.info@state.or.us
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We’re on the Web at
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/index.shtml
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Lapsed Registrations

Baska, David, E0920
Boyer, Douglas, E1776
Brady, Roland, G2176
Braun, Don, E1004
Brown, Geoffrey, G1941

Cornachione, Harriet, G1480
Cullochdasson, William, G1487

Defreest, Jeffrey, G1318
Dopp, Steven, G2181
Freeman, Kevin, EO807
Friberg, Erik, T2136
Garis, Adam, T2325
Geller, Douglas, G1400
Gullixon, Richard, E0107
Haddock, David, G0961
Harper, Gerald, G2234
Higgins, David, E2026
Hurst, Donald, G1278
Johnsen, Edgard, E0242
Kobor, Jeremiah, G2142
Kramer, Dale, G1243
Last, George, G1855
Lynn, Jeremy, T2188

Marshall, Michael, G2030
Meisel, Kent, G1013
Moores Il, Richard, G0152
Nagel, Arthur, E0610
Nething, Nancy, G1081
Orlowski, Dennis, G1892
Peterson, David, E1510
Pogue, John, T2327
Rasmussen, Janet, T2147
Richardson, Brian, G2229
Saines, Marvin, G0277
Schlieder, Gunnar, E1139
Serlin, Carol, G1263
Shoemaker, Scott, G2000
Thornbug, Todd, G1831
Trummel, John, E0399
Tubbs, Donald, E0745
Turk, Leland, E1250
Viescas, Lynne, T2195
Vischer, William, E0743

Worthington, Wayne, 2227

Wright, Briana, T2197

Calendar of
Upcoming Events

Office Closed, MLK Observance

OR Legislature Convenes

Office Closed, Presidents Day
ASBOG Exams Administered

Board Work Session & Meeting
ASBOG Council of Examiners Meets
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