
tional Licensing: A Frame-
work For Policymakers.  
The authors acknowledge 
the important role that pro-
fessional licensing plays in 
protecting consumers and 
encouraging quality of ser-
vices.  But they also warn 
states against regulating pro-
fessions if there is not a 
clear nexus to consumer 
protection.  In such cases, 
the authors suggest that pos-
sible costs to job seekers and 
consumers could outweigh 
benefits.  The authors also 
mention variation across the 
states in licensing, noting 
that fewer than 60 profes-
sions are regulated in all 50 
states but over 1,000 profes-
sions regulated in one state.   
 
Koch Industries has also 
been promoting an anti-
licensing campaign.  You 
may have seen an editorial 
from a Koch representative 
in your local newspaper 
timed to influence state leg-
islatures in 2016.  A quick 
Google search will provide 
you with numerous links to 
campaign materials. 
 
It is hard to predict what, if 
anything, all this might 
mean for Oregon geologist 
registration.  But it does 
point to the need to always 
keep an ear to the ground 
and a finger to the wind. 

We heard through the grape-
vine in recent months of two 
state geology registration 
programs being under attack 
from their state legislatures.  
In Mississippi, the geologist 
registration program appar-
ently escaped significant 
impacts, but in Arizona 
some significant weakening 
appears to be likely.  Other 
state boards that have expe-
rienced similar attacks in the 
recent past include Kansas 
and Missouri.  This goes to 
show that in the world of 
professional licensing and 
politics, you never know 
when a program might come 
under scrutiny.  It is im-
portant to remain diligent 
and ready to provide infor-
mation about the purpose of 
geologist registration to 
those viewing such registra-
tion as a problem to elimi-
nate. 
 
These state specific actions 
are not the only interesting 
developments of recent in 
the licensing world.  In late 
2015, the Supreme Court of 
the U.S.(SCOTUS) issued 
NC State Dental Board v. 
Federal Trade Commission, 
135 S. Ct. 1101(2015) ad-
dressing violation of federal 
antitrust laws by a state reg-
ulatory board.  The SCO-
TUS decision, while too 
complex to fully explain 

here, found that a state regu-
latory board is not necessari-
ly protected by state govern-
ment immunity and can be 
subject to federal antitrust 
laws.  SCOTUS said that a 
state board with a control-
ling number of members 
from the regulated profes-
sion would likely need ac-
tive state supervision to have 
full state government im-
munity.  State supervision 
most likely would mean 
having an administrator, 
attorney general, or other 
state official with authority 
to approve, modify, or dis-
approve board actions.   
 
In at least one state, the re-
action to the SCOTUS deci-
sion was to mandate addi-
tional state attorney general 
review of all board actions.  
Oregon state government 
has thus far been much more 
measured in its response.  
Imagine the increased costs 
to boards like OSBGE from 
a new, increased level of 
legal review for every board 
action.  For many self-
sufficient boards like 
OSBGE, such increased 
costs would be borne com-
pletely by registrants. 
 
Another interesting read for 
those interested in licensing 
regulation is the 2015 White 
House paper titled Occupa-

Licensing Under Scrutiny 
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Board Office 

The Associa on Center 
707 13th Street SE, Suite 114 
Salem, Oregon  97301 

Phone:(503) 566‐2837 
Fax:(503) 485‐2947 
www.oregon.gov/OSBGE 
osbge.info@state.or.us 
 
Board Members 
Peter Stroud, RG, CEG,   

Chair (TetraTech) 
 

Kenneth Thiessen, RG, 
CEG , Vice  Chair (DEQ) 

 
Brad Avy, State  
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Sco  Burns, PhD, RG, CEG 
(Professor Emeritus,  
Portland State Univ.) 

 
Hans Feige, RG 

(Feige & Associates) 
 

Stephen Tucker,  
Public Member  
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THANK YOU to those that responded to the Continuing Education article in the Winter 
2015 newsletter.  Stay tuned for further updates in the coming months about this topic! 
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The mission of the 

Board of Geologist 

Examiners is to help 

assure the safety, 

health, and welfare 

of Oregonians with 

regard to the public 

practice of geology.  

Joint Compliance Committee 

Board Reappointment Announced 
 Great news for OSBGE! Governor Kate Brown recently reappointed Kenneth 
(Ken) Thiessen, RG/CEG to a second three-year term.  Ken completed his first three-
year term in February of this year.  His second term runs through the end of February 
2019.  Ken works at the OR Dept. of Environmental Quality in Portland, OR.  

 Ken attended his first OSBGE meeting as a Board Member on March 22, 2013 
and has not missed a single Board meeting since then.  He has volunteered to serve as 
Board Vice Chair and as a member of the Joint Compliance Committee and the Engi-
neering Geology Exam Committee.  In these committees, he represents OSBGE in 
forums with the Oregon State Board of Examiners for Engineering and Land Survey-
ing and the Washington Geology Licensing Board, respectively.  Staff and fellow 
Board Members are pleased to know that we can continue to count on Ken’s service 
for another three years!  Thanks Ken for your continued volunteer service to OSBGE, 
its registrants and the citizens of Oregon! 

 

 OSBGE has a long-standing relationship with the Oregon State Board of Exam-
iners for Engineering and Land Surveying (OSBEELS) that is maintained through 
the continued operation of the Joint Compliance Committee (JCC).  The Joint Com-
pliance Committee has existed in some form or fashion for years and has been 
charged with making recommendations to the Boards about practice overlap issues 
that arise in relation to potential violations of Oregon laws and rules governing the 
practices of engineering and geology.  In late 2013, the JCC representatives for 
OSBGE and OSBEELS were asked to develop an updated interagency agreement 
for the JCC as the last agreement was from 2001.  The JCC completed this task and 
submitted a new agreement for OSBGE and OSBEELS review.  Both Boards ac-
cepted the new agreement in summer of 2015.  A copy of the  agreement is available 
on the OSBGE website at the Publications page. 

 The JCC agreement states:  “The Boards recognize that the respective statutory 
definitions and authorities for regulation of the practices of engineering, engineering 
geology, and geology provide for areas of professional overlap.  Therefore, the 
Boards hereby ratify the establishment of a Joint Compliance Committee (JCC) to 
assist in evaluation of potential compliance matters associated with work in the engi-
neering and geology practice overlap.  The purpose of the JCC, as set forth in this 
MOU, is to provide a forum for the Boards to collaborate in carrying out their statu-
tory missions to protect the welfare of the public in safeguarding life, health, and 
property.  Through this MOU, the Boards agree to utilize the JCC to discuss and 
evaluate any complaints or information relating to potential violations of the respec-
tive Boards’ statutes and rules, and to make recommendations to the Boards there-
on.” 
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Christine’s Corner—Notes from the Administrator 
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150-200 Words 

 

OSBGE staff is actively working with IT contractors on the design and testing of a new online renewal system.  
This project requires a lot of careful attention to detail to ensure all sorts of nuances are sorted out regarding how 
data is securely transferred between the Board’s database and the online system.  We expect to be testing the sys-
tem through early to mid summer.  We hope to share an implementation schedule in the Summer 2016 newsletter.  
In addition to annual renewal processing, the renewal system will also accept updates in contact information from 
active registrants.  As a reminder, all registrants will need to have a preferred email address on file with the Board 
in order to access the online renewal system.   

Online Renewal Update 

Welcome New Registrants!      

 

This past fall, OSBGE brought in an independent Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) to review financial records and check for compli-
ance with Board business policies and practices related to financial 
management. The Board goes through this type of independent finan-
cial review every two years.  The most recent review focused on the 
period of July 1, 2013—June 30, 2015 as this is the last completed 

budget biennium.  The review findings were very positive, reflecting well on the finan-
cial governance work of the Board and staff.   
 
The CPA’s financial review report was incorporated into OSBGE’s 2016 biennial report 
to the Oregon Legislature and Governor Kate Brown.  The 2016 biennial report also 
includes information on a variety of Board activities such as exams, registrations and 
complaint cases.  The biennial report is available to the public at the Board website un-
der Publications.  Please direct any questions regarding the biennial report or the recent 
financial review to the Board Administrator at osbge.info@state.or.us.   

Feedback? Questions?  

Contact Board Staff:  

Christine Valentine, 

Administrator & 

Marilou Arrobang, 

Registration Specialist 

SPRING 2016 

 

The Board welcomed the following new registrants 
since the last newsletter publication: 
 
GITs by Passing Exam:    
Bay, Jonathan  T2499 01/26/2016 
Ferreira, Gabriela T2500 01/26/2016 
Knierim, Abraham T2501 01/29/2016 
Kowalski, Matthew T2506 02/24/2016 
Young, Brianna  T2505 02/24/2016 
 
The Board recently issued the following temporary  
(60 day) permit for practice in Oregon: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
RGs by Cooperative Registration: 
Roslund, Kyle  G2502 01/29/2016 WA 
Rose, Scott  G2503 02/10/2016 WA 
Tilford, Kelly  G2507 03/22/2016 CA 
Edens, Roger  G2508 04/07/2016 PA 
Shevlin, Timothy G2509 04/14/2016 PA 
 
Charlton, Douglas P2504 CA   
valid for 02/24/2016-04/24/2016     
 

http://www.oregon.gov/osbge/Pages/publications.aspx�
mailto:osbge.info@state.or.us�


Lapsed Registrations:  01/01/2016 to 03/31/2016 (data as of 04/26/2016) 

Name     Reg.#  Expiry 

ARENDT, JACK   G1304  03/31/2016 

BODKIN, TIMOTHY   E1294   01/31/2016 

BURCK, MARTIN   G1185  02/28/2016 

FAULKNER, MICHAEL  G2367  02/28/2016 

GARCIA, ERIC   G1956  02/28/2016 

MECHAM, BRENT   G1509  02/28/2016 

PETERSON, PAUL   G2108  02/28/2016 

RIEDEL-BASH, MARK  G2205  03/31/2016 

SCHAAL, WILLIAM   G1421  03/31/2016 

SKY, ANNA    T2374  03/31/2016  

STELLAR, JOHN   E0923  02/28/2016  

Contact the Board office if you need assistance with restoration of a 
lapsed registration! 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
May 30 Holiday/Office Closed 
 
June 2 Board Quarterly Mee ng 
 
June 3  ASBOG Exam Applica on 
 Deadline 
 
July 18 ASBOG Re‐Take and CEG 
 Applica on Deadline 
 
July 4 Holiday/Office Closed 

Oregon State Board of   
Geologist Examiners 
707 13th Street SE, Suite  114 
Salem, OR  97301 

Phone:  503‐566‐2837 

Fax:  503‐485‐2947 

E‐mail:  osbge.info@state.or.us 

Mailing Label Here 

Lapsed Registrations 

We’re on the Web at  
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/Pages/index.aspx 

 

SPRING 2016 

Assoc. Environmental & Engineering 
Geologists (AEG) Annual Mee ng:   
September 18‐24, 2016 in Kona, HI   
Abstract deadline May 1, 2016 
For complete details visit, h p://
www.aegannualmee ng.org 
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