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Board Submits Legislative Concepts

T he next Leglslanve Assembly kicks off January §th. The Board has prepared
three legislative concepts for this session and is waiting word about their status.

Are you a Registered Professional Geologist (RPG) or a Registered Geologist (RG)?
By action of the Board, a legislative concept has been submitted to remove the word
professional from statute. Two statutes are affected by this change: ORS 672.605
and ORS 672.675 (2). In each of these two statutes, the Board is seeking a house-
keeping change to remove the word professional. This change is not intended to
convey that geologists are not professionals, but rather, the intent is to avoid confu-
sion that may arise from the occasional use of the term “professional” in a complex
statute. The statute would then read “registered geologist” rather than “registered
professional geologist.” Should this concept LC1037 be approved, the Board will
be involved in seeing it through the Legislature.

The second legislative concept LC1036 deals with processing complaints. The
Board is seeking changes in 672.665 and 672. 675. In this statute, “Any person may
prefer charges of” would be replaced by “ The Sate Board of Geologist Examiners,
upon its own motion or upon the written complaint of any citizen of this state, may
investigate 1) any claim of ... and 2) any violation of ORS672.505 to 672.705.

The third concept LC1038 involves an addition to the Construction Contractor’s
Board statute ORS 87.010 (5) that would give a registered geologist lien rights upon
land or structures. Architects, landscape architects, land surveyors and registered
engineers currently hold these rights.

Registrants are encouraged to write or contact their legislator and give their input on
any of these bills. Action or non-action will occur based on a legislator’s contact
with his/her constituency. Updates on progress with these concepts will be posted
on the Board’s website [www.osbge.org] as they are reported to the Board staff.
Check behind the exploding volcano for the latest information. You may also track
any bills through the Oregon State Legislature’s website: http://www.leg.state.or.us/.

Kitzhaber Appoints Newest Member to Board

G ary L. Peterson, RG, CEG, Vice President of Squier Associates, has been
appointed by Oregon Governor John A. Kitzhaber to the State Board of Ge-
ologist Examiners for a three-year term commencing November 2000. He has

been registered with the Board since 1982. Peterson replaces Dorian Kuper,
RG, CEG, who served from November 1993 through November 2000.

(continued on page 2)




Knight Notes

he Board welcomed a new face to the December 7™

Meeting, Gary Peterson of Squier Associates. [See
related article]. When a new appointee is welcomed, it
also means good-byes are in order. Dorian Kuper has
been a very strong voice for the Board over the past
seven years. She agreed to extend her time in order to
stagger appointment terms for new Board members.
There is great value in overlapping new and old Board
membership so that a training period can occur. We ap-
preciate the extra year of service by Dorian and the sup-
port of the Governor’s office in this regard.

CEG practice issues continue to be a discussion item by
the Board. Please note that Board minutes are available
on the www.oshge.org website.

The Board office phone rings and the question is often:
Am Ian RG oran RPG? This question was brought to
the discussion table of the RULES AND REGULATION
COMMITTEE earlier this year. The committee’s recom-
mendation to the Board was that the “P” be removed and
that the official acronym become RG. The Board then
acted on the committee’s recommendation by approving
the rewrite of statute to accommodate this recommenda-
tion. Itis now time for you to become active in this pro-
cess. If you have called and asked this question, you can
now take action by writing to your legislator (s) and giv-
ing input on this issue. Please forward any letters to this
office to assist us in tracking support or nonsupport.

On another note, the Board reviewed the draft budget for
the 2001 to 2003 Biennium. A hearing will be held at the
March 2001 Board meeting to present the budget to in-
terested constituency. Information is also included in this
Newsletter for your review. If you would like more de-
tailed information regarding the draft budget, please
contact the Board office at osbge @ osbge.org.

Susanna Knight
Administrator
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Peterson Newest Board Member

(continued from page 1)

With more than 23 years of experience as an Oregon-
based engineering geologist, Mr. Peterson has been in-
volved with many landmark civil engineering projects.

Peterson recently received the Engineering Excellence -
Oregon Project of the Year Award (1998 and 2000) from
the Consulting Engineers of Oregon (CECO). These
projects, Bonneville Dam Juvenile Fish Bypass Outfall
Piers on the Columbia River and the Arizona Inn Land-
slide Stabilization on the Oregon Coast, received top
honors for innovative engineering design and project cost
savings for their owners.

Mr. Peterson manages Squier Associates’ geotechnology
group, which is comprised of geotechnical engineers and
engineering geologists. He serves as principal-in-charge
or project manager for public and private clients on proj-
ects including infrastructure and transportation, tunnel-
ing, landslide characterization and correction, seismic
risk, and foundation and retaining systems for major
structures.

A Registered Geologist and Certified Engineering Ge-
ologistin Oregon, Mr. Peterson earned a Bachelor of
Science in Geology from Boise Sate University in 1977.
He joined Squier Associates in 1982. Prior to that he
worked for Foundation Sciences Inc. and the Idaho De-
partment of Transportation.

Oregon Pass Rates High
on National Exam

O regon Board exam candidates again performed well
on the National Board [ASBOG] exams held Sep-
tember 15,2000. The pass rate for Oregon candidates
sitting for the fundamental portion of the exam was 73%.
Pass rate for Oregon candidates sitting for the practice
portion of the exam was 82%. The national pass rate for
the fundamental exam was 57.1% and for the practice
exam was 61%. This high passing percentage continues
a trend that has been previously noted.

The Oregon-Specific Geology examination was also held
on September 15. Eleven candidates sat for this exami-
nation with a pass rate of 55%. The Oregon Examination
was also given on December 8th with six candidates pre-
sent.




Board Adopts Budget for
Next Biennium

A t the December 7,2000, Board Meeting, a draft
budget for 2001-2003 was approved. Although this
budget represents the worst-case scenario in terms of
expenses, it is within current resources and without any
fee increase proposed. This budget will now be pre-
sented at an Administrative Rules Hearing to be held on
the March meeting date. The budget represents an 11%
increase ($24,352) over the 1999-2001 budget. Admin-
istrator Knight informed the Board of several anticipated
increases built into this budget. The Board has been in-
formed that the current location may no longer be avail-
able for lease effective in the second year of the bien-
nium. This possibility is reflected in the $7,000 increase
in rent facilities for the second year of the biennium. The
current arrangement has been substantially below what
the market can demand. Also, the Benefit Board is cur-
rently anticipating large increases in health costs. Al-
though the health care increase is undefined for the state,
the Board budget reflects this possible increase. The
third substantial increase is for a one-time upgrade of the
computer. The computer will have “four years experi-
ence” by the second year of the next biennium, which is
actually quite old as it relates to technology. In addition
to these three large increases, small increases are built
into the second year for all line items of the budget.
Hence the overall increase.

Compliance Updates

No compliance files have been closed in the past quarter.
The Board currently has four files under review involv-
ing Registered Geologists. The Board is also reviewing
work of five non-registered individuals who may be do-
ing the public practice of geology. The Board is working
to conclude four such issues at this time. With outreach
efforts of the Board, a decline in such non-registered ge-
ologist practice issues is evident.

Many concerns brought to the Board’s attention involve
the possible overlap practice issues with engineering.
Such issues are not easily resolved, as they involve scope
and work issues also addressed by other licensing
Boards. The Board currently has three such files under
review.

The Board’s CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT states:
“if a geologist has knowledge or reasonable cause to be-
lieve another person or geologist is in violation of the
registration law, ORS Chapter 672, or related adminis-
trative rules, the geologist shall present such information

to the Oregon Board of Geologist Examiners, in writing”.

[OAR 809-020-0006(7)] Asasmall regulatory Board,

compliance issues are reviewed as they are presented to
the Board. It is imperative that our registrants are doing
quality work. It is also imperative that any person pub-
licly practicing geology be registered as a geologist with
this Board to prove they have met minimum competency
requirements.

ASBOG National Meeting 2000

The annual meeting of ASBOG (Association of State
Boards of Geology) was held in Atlanta, Georgia, the
week of October 9 to 15,2000. Present on behalf of
Oregon’s Board were Susanna Knight, Administrator,
and William Orr, Board Member. Dorian Kuper, former
Board Chair, attended as an ASBOG guest. She was
elected to the ASBOG Executive Board at the 1999
meeting in San Francisco. Orr served as both delegate
for Oregon and member of the Council of Examiners
(COE). The COE is charged with examination prepara-
tion.

In addition to work sessions to complete scoring of the
September examination and final preparation for the
March 2001 examination, time was also spent in a thor-
ough reclassification of questions for both the funda-
mental and practice portions of the examinations. An all-
new, rather elegant statistical model for examination
scoring and question evaluation was presented. This
model will become effective in the next examination cy-
cle. Proposals were also heard to use ASBOG as a uni-
versity exit exam now that the GRE is de-emphasizing
much of the technical geology material. Several addi-
tional states are in the process of adopting licensing laws
for professional geologists. All of these are presently
negotiating with ASBOG for the latter to assume the role
of candidate evaluation.

New Registrants Recognized

ongratulations to all those candidates who success-
fully passed the national exams as well as though
who have met criteria for their Oregon registration.
A registration date of November 20, 2000, has been is-
sued to the following candidates:

Geologist-in-Training
James P. Braendle, T1910; Michael K. De Santis,
T1911; Rick Lee Gates, T1912; William D. Nashem,
T1916; Brian C. Ranney, T1917; Charles E. Rogers,
T1918; Robin L. Straughan, T1919

Registered Professional Geologist

Jeffrey R. Heglie, G1913; Ryan T. Houser, G1914;
Michael E. James, G1915; Travis L. Trent, G1727;
Aaron B. Wieting, G1800; Dana C. Willis, G1920
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Lapsed Licenses for 2000

The registration of the following individuals lapsed during
the past quarter. Please contact the Board office if an error
in processing renewal fees may have occurred:

Tom R. Peargin, G1157
James A. Perkins, G1069
William J. Teplow, G1066

If you have forwarded your renewal fees and have not heard
from the office within a three-week window of time, please
contact staff so that we can do research to locate your pay-
ment.

2001 Calendar of Upcoming Events

January 4. Postmark Deadline for March Exams
January 8: Legislative Assembly Convenes

March 13: Board Meeting, Salem
Board Hearing, Budget for 2001 Biennium
1 PM (check Board website for updates)
The Association Center

March 16: ASBOG Exams
Oregon CEG Exams
Oregon State-Specific Exam

May 12: Postmark Deadline for June
State-Specific Exam

June §: Board Meeting
TBA

June 8: Oregon State-Specific Exam




