
Apparatus Cleaning - Daily 

From “How to Reduce the Risk of the Coronavirus in Your Vehicle” 

 
Have the Right Tools 
It is possible to disinfect and kill the virus on external surfaces. There are several ways to 
prepare your vehicle to be especially clean and safe during the outbreak. Experts recommend 
using disposable gloves while cleaning or dedicating reusable gloves for COVID-19 disinfection 
purposes only. 

Most common EPA-registered household disinfectants will work. Be sure to read the labels to 
make sure the cleaner is safe to use on the different surfaces in your vehicle. We recommend 
keeping a tube of disinfectant wipes in the vehicle as an easy and effective preventive measure. 

The CDC has recommendations for homemade bleach and alcohol solutions given that many 
brand-name disinfectants have been in short supply. 

Focus on Common Vehicle Touchpoints 
You'll want to clean the places you come into contact with the most. Besides the obvious 
places such as a door handle, key fob or steering wheel, the most important part of the interior 
to keep clean is the dashboard. 

Other places to clean include the inside door buttons, seat belts, gear shifters and 
touchscreens. How often should you do this? While your individual circumstances with your 
vehicle will vary, the CDC recommends cleaning and disinfecting touched surfaces daily. 

The outside of the apparatus is less susceptible to carrying the virus, said Gerba. That's because 
the sun and outside weather can shorten its life span. However, it is still a good idea to clean 
door handles and other exterior touch points. Gas pump handles and keypads at gas stations 
are also locations to be wary of. 

Use disposable paper towels and approved cleaning solution, or wipes for cleaning if possible. 
Wipes – not sprays – are recommended to avoid aerosolizing the virus on contact. 
 
CDC Disinfecting Guidelines 
Clean the area or item with soap and water or another detergent if it is dirty. Then, use 
a household disinfectant. 

Recommended use of EPA-registered household disinfectant. 
Follow the instructions on the label to ensure safe and effective use of the product. 
Many products recommend: 
o Keeping surface wet for a period of time (see product label) 
o Precautions such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good ventilation during 

use of the product. 

 

 



Diluted household bleach solutions may also be used if appropriate for the surface. 
o Check the label to see if your bleach is intended for disinfection, and ensure the 

product is not past its expiration date. Some bleaches, such as those designed for 
safe use on colored clothing or for whitening may not be suitable for disinfection. 

 
o  Unexpired household bleach will be effective against coronaviruses when properly 

diluted. 
 

Follow manufacturer’s instructions for application and proper ventilation. Never 
mix household bleach with ammonia or any other cleanser. 

Leave solution on the surface for at least 1 minute. 
 

To make a bleach solution, mix: 
o 5 tablespoons (1/3rd cup) bleach per gallon of water 
OR 
o 4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water 

 
Alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol may also be used. 

 
EPA-registered household disinfectants: 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2 
 


