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Agenda 

• My “generic” RFPD – a brief history 
• The Oregon Fire Service Today 
• RFPD Property Taxes 
• Medical Transport 
• Why SB 454 is Important 





Fire Agency Structures 

• 301 Oregon Structural Fire Agencies (2023) 
• 257 Rural Fire Protection Districts 
• 37 Municipal Fire Departments 
• 3 Subscription 
• 2 Tribal 
• 2 Water Districts 







Incident Count 



Incident Count 





The Decadal Shift 

2000-2011 2012-2024 



Status of Volunteers 





Career Agencies 



Combination Agencies 



Volunteer Agencies 



RFPD Budgets 

• 20% (50) Budget < 100K 
• 36% (91) Budget < 200K 
• 56% (144) Budget < 500K 
• 69% (177) Budget < 1M 
• 82% (209) Budget < 2.5M 
• 89% (227) Budget < 5M 
• 95% (242) Budget < 10M 
• 99% (254) Budget < 20M 



Tax Revenue 

*Source: OSFM 



Difficulties Compiling State-Wide Tax Data 

• Tax Info for 2024-25 
• Includes 248 Fire Districts 
• Not all counties report the same 

• Some counties consider Measure 5 value (compression) to be RMV 
• Some don’t report either 

• 40 (16.1%) operate in more than one county 
• Utilized tax rates from county with largest portion of RFPD 

• 3 RFPD’s reported different permanent rates in different counties 
• 7 RFPD’s reported different levy rates in different counties 
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Pursuit of Bonds and Local Option Levies 



Bond Levies 

• 35 (14.1%) of Districts had a Bond Levy 
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Bond Levies 
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Local Option Levies 

• 81 (32.7%) of Districts had a Local Option Levy 
• In 15 instances, the local option levy was more than the permanent rate 
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Local Option Levies 
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Total Tax Rate 

• 102 (41.1%) of Districts had either a Bond or Local Option Levy 
• 36 (14.5%) of Districts had both a Bond and Local Option Levy 
• 56% of top 100 and 150 rates include Bond or Local Option 



Total Tax Rate 
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Paid Staffing 

• Of 53 Districts with 4 or more staff, 38 (71.2%) utilize bond levies or 
local option levies 



RFPD Budgets
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RFPD Budgets
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtaIhnmxnZU&t=12s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtaIhnmxnZU&t=12s


Impacts of Measure 47/50 
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• Many counties reported RMV and/or measure 5 value 
• Total value of those agencies was $541,425,655,490 
• Taxable Assed Value of the same agencies was $250,448,768,382 
• The taxable value was 48.7% of the RMV 





Ambulance Billing
Agency ALS City ALS out of City BLS city BLS out of City Aid Call Milage 

Eugene $  1,859.00 $  2,079.00 $  1,859.00 $ 2,079.00 $  929.50 $   24.18 

Lane $  2,300.00 $  2,200.00 $  1,900.00 $ 2,000.00 $  800.00 $   25.00 

South Lane $  1,600.00 $  2,000.00 $  1,600.00 $ 2,000.00 $  800.00 $   40.00 

Jefferson $  1,800.00 $  1,800.00 $  1,200.00 $ 1,200.00 $  700.00 $   25.00 

Lebanon $  1,650.00 $  1,650.00 $  1,650.00 $ 1,650.00 $  500.00 $   20.00 

Sweet Home $  1,900.00 $  1,900.00 $  1,900.00 $ 1,900.00 $  600.00 $   25.00 

Salem $  1,850.00 $  1,850.00 $  1,850.00 $ 1,850.00 $  880.00 $   33.00 

Marion Co $  1,850.00 $  1,850.00 $  1,850.00 $ 1,850.00 $  880.00 $   33.00 

Keizer $  1,850.00 $  1,850.00 $  1,850.00 $ 1,850.00 $  880.00 $   33.00 

Bend $  1,297.00 $  2,594.00 $  1,092.00 $ 2,184.00 $  648.00 $   15.00 

Dallas $  1,766.53 $  1,766.53 $  1,766.53 $ 1,766.53 $  554.69 $   25.91 

Polk $  1,600.00 $  1,600.00 $  1,500.00 $ 1,500.00 $  640.00 $   23.00 

McMinnville $  2,124.00 $  2,391.00 $  2,036.00 $ 2,291.00 $  600.00 $   30.00 

TVFR/Yamhill $  2,119.47 $  2,119.47 $  2,119.47 $ 2,119.47 $  596.10 $   27.81 

Redmond $  1,850.00 $  1,850.00 $  1,375.00 $ 1,375.00 $  250.00 $   18.00 

AFD $  1,650.00 $  1,650.00 $  1,650.00 $ 1,650.00 $  630.00 $   20.00 

Average $  1,827.73 $  1,966.67 $  1,703.20 $ 1,841.00 $  683.89 $   26.53 
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Medicare 
• Emergency: $440 
• Non-Emergency: $378

Medicare 
• Emergency: $370 
• Non-Emergency: $231 

Medicaid 
• Emergency: $420 
• Non-Emergency: $139 

Medicaid 
• Emergency: $311 
• Non-Emergency: $144 

Medicare 
• $0 

Medicaid 
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Medicare 
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Medicaid 
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$3.75 after 
10 mi 



Medicaid & Medicare 



PCFD EMS Billing Example 

Medicare , $1,335,470 

Medicaid , $588,932 

Private Insurance , 
$456,145 

Other , $32,938 



PCFD EMS Billing Example 

Medicare Collected 
28.5% 

Medicare Uncollected 
71.5% 

Medicaid Collected 
22.8% 

Medicaid Uncollected 
77.2% 

Private Insurance 
Collected 

87.4% 

Private Insurance 
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Other Collected 
10% 

Other Uncollected 
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Expenses 



SB 454 is Important because 
This Work is Essential 
• April 5, 2025 
• June 22, 2025 
• July 28, 2025 
• August 16, 2025 
• September 6, 2025 
• December 15, 2025 
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