Reading for Healthy Families

Training Session One: Site Coordinator Team-Building Activity

How could libraries and FSWs team up to provide early literacy information and service to new parents?

Picking out the favorite idea of the options discussed: the “COOKIES”

Cohort 1: Washington County

· Play groups as a way of getting more families to the library

· Library staff visit FSW staff to demonstrate and provide more information about library

· Cooperative story time with play groups-meet at the library- or library staff goes to the group

· Be able to provide story times as needed for Healthy Start families

· Use list-serve to communicate library and Healthy Start activities

· Library presence at super-Saturday

· ID-free library card

· Communication between FSW and Library

· Linking library workers and FSW’s get together  and do home visits together

· Get families into the library

· More Healthy Start families visiting libraries

· Welcome baby bag for every family

· Librarians tagging along on home visits

Cohort 2: Benton, Lincoln, Linn and Polk Counties
Polk County

· Parenting classes

· Use of facilities for presentations

· Computer use

· Referrals to services connect parents to resources and services

· Check out videos and books

· Story time for infants and toddlers- parents meeting other parents

· Share resources

· Promote literacy and provide book recommendations

· Teen outreach for teen moms

· Bi-lingual materials

Lincoln County

· Overlap our resources

· 0-3 introduction to library services

· Library provide resource such as stories- to- go

· 3 years and up- ready to send to pre-school

· First Search to introduce families to library

· Overlap clients

· Library story times and resources

· Prep to pre-school

· 0-3 time to model skills and library provide story bags

· Point to library

Benton County

· Library outreach person (the “story lady”) to shadow FSW home visits

· Include story time flyers in Welcome Baby Bag and handouts to families

· Provide print motivation handout to families

· Grant writing collaboration (books, puzzles, music, and subscription to Baby Bug magazine)

Linn County

· More bi-lingual materials

· Story times (bi-lingual)

· More access to books

· Parent groups with librarians

· Cultural sensitivity- parents want to fit 

the“COOKIES”

· Story time for infants and toddlers

· Referrals to services and resources
· Library outreach person to shadow FSW visit

· Grant writing collaboration for early literacy materials
· Exchanging bag of books

· Transportation from home visiting to preschool education through library

· Cultural sensitivity

· Parenting groups

Cohort 3: Gilliam, Hood River, Sherman, Wasco, and Wheeler Counties
Group One
· Healthy Start vouchers for undocumented families

· Mini library tour with certificate for 1 free story book

· Distribute library newsletter in Healthy Start

· Story time in library for Healthy Start family group activity

Group Two

· Parent Education Classes

· Bilingual story time

· Having new parent services celebrations at the library again

Group Three
· More Give away books

· Give away library cards to families

· Better communication between library and FSW

· Group training

· Book bags for welcome baby basket

Cohort 4: Grant, Harney, Morrow, and Umatilla Counties
Group One
· Handouts to share

· Updated handouts

· Invite to each other’s programs

· Work together to develop program

· Know each other’s schedule

· Develop relationships with community partners

· Story time- parents volunteer carpool to healthy start, to library programs

Group Two

· Meet each other

· Give schedules out-both ways

· Offer transportation

· Send letters out to inform parents-even is they don’t qualify

· Outreach storytimes to HS playgroups

· Early literacy newsletters from library to HS families

· HS help with story time, especially bilingual aspect

· Sharing materials

· Invite library staff to play groups

 “Cookies”

· Updated handouts
· Story time- parents volunteer carpool to Healthy Start, to library programs
· Meet each other

· Give schedules out-both ways
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