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Ideas from Cohorts 1, 2, 3, and 4 

Working With Parents Who May Not Be “Connecting” With You 

 

Teen Parents 

� Relationship 
� Connection to services 
� Listening, keep going 
� Empower 
� Build on strengths 
� Validate 
� Personalize 
� Connect 
� Use technology, internet books 
� Connect with books from their childhood 
� Screen Actors Guild book-reading website 
� Time for them to talk 
� Not talking AT them 
� Use their names 
� Drawing from their experiences 
� Show them the government publication re: dads 
� Reassure that they have stories to tell 
� Boost self-confidence by really listening and validating 
� Use bare bones stories to be embellished 
� Validating- being aware of life challenges 
� Build Vocabulary 
� Active things to keep busy 
� Acknowledge media, using cell phone, texting, etc 
� Modify vocabulary and terminology as necessary 
� Learn about what they like and are interested in  
� Model with props 
� Sharing information, not as an authority figure 
� Use puppets, stuffed animals 
� Music, singing 
� Use “everyday” items for activities 
� Narrate the day or the activity 
� Give them the reasons for your suggestions 
� Incorporate what teen likes to do: music, interests, etc. 
� Build a relationship 
� Talk about their most enjoyable moments with their infant 
� Do crafts projects/art 
� The more interaction the better 
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Parents with a Low Literacy Level 

� Reading pictures 
� Bring wordless picture books 
� Avoid “dialogic reading” initially 
� Hands on activities 
� Pass out identical books 
� Video demo of dialogic reading 
� Book kits 
� Phrase-response book 
� Reassure they are good parents even with low literacy 
� Provide adapting strategies 
� How do they already interact with literacy? Build on that 
� Talking though their day, daily sequence 
� Not overwhelming with terminology 
� Bring in strategy quietly, through the back door 
� Asking questions, learning about them 
� Adult literacy resources in the community 
� Model enthusiasm 
� Alternative vocabulary (e.g., dialogic) 
� Hands-on 
� Discussion 
� Songs and rhymes 
� Talk about interests 
� Emphasize repetition 
� Fewer words, more pictures in books 
� Favorite book or oral story as a child 
� Model open-ended questions 
� Audio books 
� Less lecture, more examples 
� Low Literacy Level 
� Address nature of terminology: explain or use other words 
� Talk the pictures: play the what game 
� Modeling activities 
� Books that interest the child 
� Wordless picture books 
� Knowing their strengths and limitations 
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Resistant Parents 

� Throw out agenda 
� Planting a seed 
� Name difficulties with connecting 
� Bring something fun for kids and parents, a crafty thing 
� Model 
� Letting it go 
� Success with less than ideal environments 
� Connect with your own children and acknowledge your own mistakes 
� Strength based-what are they doing with their child on that 
� Think on your feet 

� Model then maybe explain 
� Be wiling to put it aside and offer to reintroduce later 
� Normalize/ use your life examples 
� Validate points and feelings 
� Name the resistance 
� Reading cues 
� Use phrases- “I’ve heard that.. What have you heard?... they say… 
� Mysterious/ wonderful thing 
� Go to Plan B: scrap plans 
� Relationship building 
� Reschedule activity 
� Ask permission to share information 
� Assure parents about what they do know 
� Give a preview of the coming week activity 
� Connect with conversation 

 

Bilingual Parents 

� Reassure child will learn English 
� Reasons for “language delay” 
� Quote research 
� Practical suggestions 
� Link to personal 
� Use Bilingual books 

 

 

 

 


