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Dumped Bones and Meat Scraps 

A F&W Trooper from the Roseburg office was patrolling in the area 
of Camas Valley when he noticed a truck traveling westbound with 
four or five garbage cans in the bed of the truck. The garbage cans 
contained fresh cattle bones and meat scraps. The Trooper pulled 
off the highway and let the truck continue traveling westbound. 
About forty-five minutes later, the Trooper found the truck with 
empty garbage cans in the bed coming out of the Twelve Mile 
Creek drainage. The occupants of the vehicle were contacted and 

they admitted to 
dumping the cattle 
bones and meat scraps 
to attract coyotes. The 
occupants of the vehicle 
took the Trooper back to 
the dump site, which 
was a heavily timbered 
landing and not 
conducive to coyote 
hunting. The occupants 
of the truck then 
admitted they were 
hound hunters, but only 
hunted coyotes, from the 
bait pile. The driver of 
the vehicle was cited for   

  Placing Offensive Material on Lands of Another.  

Dumped Cattle Bones/Meat Pile. Photo Credit: OSP File  

Cougar Carcass 
Found in Waldo Lake 
 
A F&W Senior Trooper 
from the Oakridge office 
investigated a reported 
cougar carcass in Waldo 
Lake at North Waldo 
Campground. Investigation 
revealed that the cougar 
had no obvious injuries 
and the carcass was in 
good condition with minor 
hair slippage. The Senior 
Trooper used a metal 
detector to check the 
carcass for any gunshot 
evidence and found none. 
It is assumed the cougar 
may have fallen through 
the ice on the lake during 
the winter and drowned.  

          Cougar Carcass. Photo Credit: OSP File  

Administration and Enforcement of Wildlife Laws 
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Fawn Held in Captivity  
 

A F&W Trooper from the Roseburg office 
responded to a report of a fawn held in captivity. 
The Trooper arrived and found a family had a 
two month old fawn they were caring for after 
they found the fawn caught in a fence. The fawn 
was taken by the Trooper, and while in route to 
the rehabilitator, the Trooper found a curious 
doe in the area that was likely the mother of the 
fawn. The Trooper re-contacted the family and 
asked if the two juvenile females wanted to 
participate in re-uniting the fawn with the 
mother, which they agreed to do. The fawn was 
placed in a grassy area and after a few 
moments, the fawn stood up and re-united with 
the doe. No citations were issued.  

Black Tailed Deer Fawn. Photo Credit: ODFW 

Oh Deer…. 
 
A F&W Trooper from the 
Enterprise office, responded to 
a deer complaint in someone’s 
home. The Trooper was 
surprised to see a buck deer 
lying comfortably by the stove 
in a residence home.  It is 
believed that the deer entered 
the home through an open door 
and after some coaxing it left 
the same way. 

                  Deer in Living Room. Photo Credit: OSP File  

Unlawful Sale of Black Bear Paws and Antlers 

 

A F&W Trooper from the  Portland office received a tip that a subject was selling black bear 
paws at a flea market.  The Trooper  located the vendor and observed two black bear paws 
being offered for sale as well one set of elk antlers.  The vendor did not possess the necessary 
paperwork to possess the animal parts. The vendor was issued a citation for Unlawfully 

Selling Game/Parts and the Trooper seized the bear paws and antlers. 
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Unlawful Take of a Turkey with BB Gun 

 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the Roseburg office responded to a 
report of a turkey being killed. A resident, was chasing the turkeys 
from his residence by shooting them with a BB gun. The neighbors 
took a picture of him and the dead turkey before reporting him. The 
suspect was issued a citation for Unlawful Take of Turkey as a 
violation and advised to find other methods to keep the turkeys 
away.  

Bald Eagle Adult. Photo by Dave Budeau (ODFW) 

 

A F&W Trooper from the 

Springfield office investi-

gated a report regarding 

the dumping of a Bald Ea-

gle carcass into a creek in 

Linn County. The investi-

gation led to the identifica-

tion of a suspect who was 

contacted the same day. 

During the investigation, 

the suspect admitted to 

shooting and dumping the 

Bald Eagle carcass into 

the creek. A rifle, along 

with the Bald Eagle was 

seized as evidence. The 

suspect was criminally cit-

ed for Unlawful Take of 

Raptor - Bald Eagle.  

Bald Eagle Carcass 

Dumped Into Creek 

Unlawful Take 

 

 

 

 

 

Unlawful take of 43” Sturgeon 
 
A F&W Senior Trooper from The Dalles office, 
responded to a citizen complaint of a male retaining a 
sturgeon from the Port of The Dalles public dock near 
downtown. The Senior Trooper observed a man and 
woman running towards their vehicle with the woman 
carrying a large object in a black plastic trash bag. The 
Trooper made contact with the subjects, and the male 
subject said he did not know that the sturgeon season 
was closed to retention.  A 43" sturgeon was recovered 
from the trunk of the vehicle inside a trash bag.  The 
fish was alive and released back into the Columbia 
River.  The male subject was cited for Unlawful Take 
of Sturgeon.  

     Sturgeon. Photo Credit: OSP File 
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 1-800-452-7888 • Report Wildlife and Habitat Law Violators • TIP@state.or.us 

What Should I  Report? 
 
POACHING (otherwise known as the illegal take of game or fish), 
trespassing, littering, theft, destroying of property and road 
closure violations. When making a report, provide as much of the 
following information as possible: 
 
 Nature of violation or activity observed  or advised about 
 Location of activity (Road number, Milepost, GPS, Range, 

etc.) 
 Date and time of violation/activity 
 Description of any vehicle involved  
 Name and/or description of violator  
 
Why should I Report Violators? 
 
Poaching affects all Oregonians: 
 Poachers STEAL your opportunity to hunt and fish legally 
 Poaching negatively impacts the ability to enjoy the outdoors 
 
More about Turn In Poachers (TIP): 
 
The TIP reward is paid for information leading to the arrest/
conviction of person(s)  for the illegal possession, killing, taking, 
and/or waste of deer, elk, antelope, bear, cougar, big horn sheep, 
mountain goat, moose, and/or game birds.   
 
TIP rewards can also be given for the illegal taking, netting, 
snagging, and/or dynamiting of salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, and/
or large numbers of any fish listed in Oregon statute as a game 
fish.  
  
In addition, a reward may be issued for information that results in 
an arrest/conviction of a person who has illegally obtained 
Oregon hunting/angling license or tags.  People who “work” the 
system and falsely apply for resident licenses and/or tags are not 
legally hunting and/or angling and are considered poachers.  
 
Rewards: 
 $100 Game Fish 
 $100 Upland Birds 
 $250 Deer, Bear, Antelope and Cougar 
 $500 Elk, Big Horn Sheep, Moose and Mountain Goat 

     Successful Reporting has led to   
 $4,100 Year-to-Date Rewards.  
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 Enforcement of 

Angling Laws 

Snagging at Waterloo 

Falls  

A F&W Trooper from the Alba-
ny office and a OSP Patrol 
Recruit from the Albany office 
received an anonymous com-
plaint via text. The complain-
ant advised three subjects at 
Waterloo Falls were snagging 
fish. The Troopers responded 
and hid in a concealed loca-
tion. The Troopers observed 
two of the males land a salm-
on with the hook near its ven-
tral fin. Investigation revealed 
an additional fish had been 
caught in the same manner. 
Two subjects were cited for 
Take/Possession Snagged 
Fish and warned for Angling 
Prohibited Method – Snag-
ging. The third male was 
warned for Angling Prohibited 
Method – Snagging. A Chi-
nook salmon and summer 
steelhead were seized and 
donated to a local shelter.  

 

     Chinook Salmon & Summer Steelhead. Photo Credit: OSP File 

No Angling License  
 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the Salem office and a OSP Patrol 
Recruit from the Albany office were conducting angler checks at 
Silverton Reservoir when they observed two subjects angling. 
The two subjects caught and retained a trout and attempted to 
leave the parking lot in a vehicle as the Troopers were walking 
down a trail to contact them. The subjects were contacted, stating 
they caught and released the trout. Subsequent investigation 
revealed neither subject had a fishing license. A consent search 
of a cooler in their vehicle revealed a trout. Citations were issued 
to the subject for No Resident Angling License and Unlawful 
Take/Possession of Trout. The second suspect was given a 
warning for No Resident Angling License.  

         Aerial Surveillance 

 
A F&W Sergeant Pilot, flew surveillance for Klamath 
Falls F&W Troopers to locate anglers on the Lower 
Williamson River, Wood River, Agency Lake and 

OSP F&W Surveillance Aircraft. Photo Credit: OSP File  

                                                                                                                                             

Bull Trout. Photo Credit: ODFW  
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A F&W Senior Trooper from the 
Astoria office and a F&W Recruit 
from the Tillamook office,  
received a report from ODFW of 
a vessel offloading pink shrimp at 
an Astoria fish dealer. Roughly 
30,000 pounds of shrimp were 
reported to be not fit for 
consumption. Through the  
investigation, it was determined 
the vessel captain had failed to 
take adequate measures to 
ensure the shrimp were iced 
properly; resulting in waste. The 
vessel captain was cited for 
Wanton Waste of Commercial 
Foodfish. 

 

Pink Shrimp. Photo Credit: OSP File 

Shrimp Not Fit For Consumption  

   Enforcement of Commercial Fishing Laws 

A F&W Senior Trooper from the Astoria office 
received a tip from ODFW about how a particular 
fish dealer is weighing anchovies. The Senior 
Trooper  inspected the wholesale dealer in question 
and observed the process in which anchovies were 
received and weighed. The Trooper along with a 
F&W Recruit interviewed the  dealer and compared 
production documents with fish receiving tickets. It 
was determined in one instance that over 1,000 
pounds of anchovies was not reported on the fish 
receiving ticket. The dealer also contended the 
extra weight was simply water weight and they did 
not want to pay state landing fees for "water." The 
Troopers explained to the dealer that fish receiving 
tickets must contain the weight of the food fish 
based on its condition at the time of landing. The 
dealer was cited for Falsifying a Fish Ticket, with 
additional counts pending. 

Weighing of Anchovies  

 Anchovies. Photo Credit: Pinterest 
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Yaquina Bay, Newport. Photo Credit: www. Newslincolncounty.com  

 

Ice Cold Investigation  
 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the 
Newport office investigated an 
offensive littering complaint of a 
commercial vessel dumping their 
trash in the Yaquina River.  Upon 
investigation, the three large 
white plastic trash bags reported 
to be dumped in the Yaquina 
River were actually large chunks 
of ice from a fish hold from the 
commercial vessel.  No plastic 
garbage bags were recovered 
and the reporting party advised 
the objects thought to be trash, 
had sunk beneath the surface of 
the water.  The suspect vessel’s 
captain said they have never 
thrown trash overboard and said 
they were de-icing their fish hold 
from a previous Halibut fishing 
trip, on their way to Toledo to be 
dry-docked.  No citations were 
issued. 

NOAA/OSP Patrol. Photo Credit: OSP File 

 

Ocean-Patrol Recreational and 
Commercial Fishing  

 
The Marine Fisheries Team conducted an ocean 
patrol out of Newport as part of the Cooperative 
Enforcement Review (CEP) with NOAA Office of 
Law Enforcement (OLE). Along with the OLE West 
Coast Division’s Assistant Director, and the NOAA-
OLE CEP National Program Manager, the team 
utilized their small boats from Newport and 
Tillamook along with the patrol vessel, The 
Guardian, to target recreational and commercial 
fishing vessels. During the patrol, a recreational 
vessel was warned for fishing for Halibut with 
barbed hooks after they had retained salmon. One 
commercial fishing boat was cited for Fishing 
Prohibited Method; More Than Four Spreads 
Per Line. One salmon that was observed to have 
been taken from one of the illegal spreads was 
seized and donated to a local food shelter.  
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Razor Clams. Photo Credit: OSP File  

 

Failure to Retain Razor Clams  
 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the Astoria 
office worked recreational razor clam 
diggers near Ft. Stevens State Park. 
The Senior Trooper observed two men 
repeatedly counting what appeared to 
be their daily limit of clams, only to re-
sume digging and harvesting more 
clams. It appeared they were “high 
grading” and reburying small or broken 
clams. After witnessing the activity for 
the third time, the Senior Trooper con-
tacted the men. One citation and one 
warning were issued for: Failure to 
Retain Razor Clams.  

Dungeness Crab. Photo Credit: OSP File/ Kirt Onthank 

 

 
While on a boat patrol on Nehalem 
Bay, F&W Troopers from the 
Tillamook office contacted two 
boats that had multiple, undersized 
Dungeness crab in their 
possession. The crabs were 
released into the bay and two 
subjects were cited for Unlawful 
Possession of Undersized 
Dungeness Crab.  

Undersized Dungeness Crab  

 Enforcement of Shellfish  

Regulations  
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Enforcement of General Law 

    A F&W Trooper from the St. 
Helens office was patrolling Sauvie 
Island Wildlife Area. When slowing to 
allow a group of pedestrians to cross 
the parking lot, the Trooper’s vehicle 
was nearly hit by an approaching 
vehicle. The approaching vehicle was 
stopped and the driver presented 
indicators of impairment by alcohol. 
The driver provided a breath sample 
and was arrested for DUII.  

           Impaired Driver at 

Sauvie Island Wildlife Area 

Check of Suspicious Vehicle Leads to Arrest  

A F&W Trooper from the Albany office was patrolling rural Linn County when he noted 
a suspicious vehicle occupied by two males. The license plate of the vehicle had been 
repainted and reported stolen. While the Trooper was turning his vehicle around, the 
vehicle sped away. After a brief search of the area, the vehicle was located at a 
residence and the two occupants were attempting to exit the vehicle and make their 
way into the residence. The Trooper held the men at gunpoint until a Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office Deputy arrived on scene. The men were taken into custody without 
incident and a search of the vehicle revealed heroin, methamphetamine paraphernalia 
and burglary/theft tools. The subjects were transported to the Linn County Jail where 
the driver was charged with Parole Violation, PCS – Heroin, Possession of 
Burglary/Theft Tools, Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle, and Possession of a 
Stolen Vehicle. The passenger was charged with Unauthorized Use of Motor 
Vehicle and Possession of Burglary/Theft Tools.  

OSP 

Patrol on Grande Ronde and Wallowa 
Rivers 

 
F&W Senior Troopers from the La Grande and 
Enterprise offices conducted an overnight float 
trip on the Wallowa and Grande Ronde Rivers. 
Two citations were issued for Failing to Use 
Fire Pan and No Toilet System. 11 warnings 
were given for no AIS Permits and five warnings 
were issued for No Self-Issued River Permits.  

Grand Ronde River. Photo Credit: BLM 



 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vehicle Driven Into River  

A F&W Trooper and a OSP Patrol 
Recruit from the Gold Beach office 
responded to Loeb State Park for 
a vehicle that had driven into the 
river. Contact was made with the 
occupant of the vehicle. The driver 
of the vehicle advised he did not 
know he could not drive across 
the river. He was subsequently 
cited for Water Pollution Il.  

Appropriations of Columbia River Water  

A F&W Trooper from the St. Helens office, received a report of a gravel company 
unlawfully taking water from the Columbia River to use in their operations. The 
company was not permitted or licensed to appropriate the water. Two F&W 
Troopers from the St. Helens office conducted surveillance on the work site by 
boat and observed the pump and partially concealed pipe actively pumping water 
from the river. The Troopers visited the pumping site and consent was obtained to 
view portions of the pumping operation. The company admitted to using Columbia 
River water and is actively working with the Water Resources Department.  

Attempt to Elude  

A F&W Senior Trooper from the Klamath Falls office stopped four motorcycle/ ATV’s on a closed 

road. One subject fled back to a large party about a mile away. The subject was cited and released 

for Attempt to Elude and all were cited for Violation of Travel Management Area.  

Traffic Stop Leads to Arrest  

A F&W Trooper from the Gold Beach office was driving north bound on US RT 101 when he 
noticed a side by side utility vehicle driving south bound on the highway. After stopping the vehicle 
and questioning the driver, it was discovered the driver had a Parole Warrant out of California. The 
subject was taken into custody without incident and lodged in the Curry County Jail.  

Loeb State Park. Photo Credit: Oregon State Parks 
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 Interagency Cooperation: 
Enforcement of fish, wildlife, and commercial fishing laws and protection of natural 

resources by Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Troopers, while working  with other 

agencies to enhance Oregon’s fish and wildlife.  

OSP F&W Patrol Columbia River with WDFW 
 
A F&W Recruit from the Astoria office, A F&W Trooper 
from the Marine Fisheries Team and a Washington Fish 
and Wildlife officer performed a boat patrol on the 
Columbia River checking steelhead and 
salmon anglers. Multiple anglers were 
contacted and one warning was issued for 
Angling Prohibited method Barbed Hooks 
and two warnings were issued for Operate 
without Valid Certificate of Registration. 

 

 

Reported Undersized Chinook Salmon 

A F&W Senior Trooper from the Astoria office received a call from ODFW of a 
recreational vessel that had two undersized Chinook salmon on board. The 
two anglers were contacted and the vessel operator was issued a citation for 
Unlawful Take/Possession of Undersized Chinook Salmon. The two 
salmon were donated to a local foodbank. 

   

   OSP F&W and ODFW: 
Working Together on Telemetry 

and Census Flights 

 
A F&W Senior Trooper pilot from the 
Bend office flew three angler census 
flights, one Elk census flight and one 
Bighorn Sheep telemetry flight for 
ODFW.  
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Feature Stories: OSP Fish 

and Wildlife 2015 Team 

& Trooper of  the Year 

Working with the division 
detectives to compile evidence, 
resulted in Grand Jury indictments 
for Felony Racketeering. The 
b u s i n e s s  p l e d  g u i l t y  t o 
Racketeering, and the principles 
pled guilty to a Wildlife 
Misdemeanor, with orders to pay 
over $115,000 in restitution and to 
sell the business and not to engage 
in any Oregon charter fishing for 
life.  
__________________________ 

 
2015 Team of The Year- The 
Oregon State Police Fish and 
Wildl ife  Division recently 
recognized the outstanding work 
of troopers from the Mid-Valley 
(Salem/Albany) Team when 
Captain Jeff Samuels announced 
that the team was the recipient of 
the Division's "Team of the Year" 
award for 2015 efforts. The award 
celebrates and recognizes the 
outstanding teamwork by OSP 
Fish and Wildlife troopers in 
protecting Oregon's citizens and 
natural resources. The Mid-Valley 
Team, supervised by Sergeant 
James Halsey, works out of the 
Salem and Albany Area Command 
Offices. Team members during 
2015 were as follows:  
 
Sergeant James Halsey, Senior 
Trooper Casey Hunter, Former 
OSP Senior Trooper Kirk 
Burkholder, Senior Trooper Ron 
Clement, Trooper Brian Glaser, 
Trooper Steve Kenyon and 
Trooper Jim Andrews.  
 
The Mid-Valley Team has taken 
on a number of issues during 2015 
and have proven that they are both 
forward thinking and relentless in 
their pursuit to not just catch 
violators, but to offer rule change 
suggestions, take on additional 
assignments and use Division 
resources such as wildlife 
enforcement decoys and  

      OSP F&W 2015 Team of the Year: Mid—Valley. Photo Credit: OSP File 

the Aircraft Program to tackle 
poaching issues. 
 
The team also thought outside the 
box, wanting to obtain more effective 
equipment to assist in their 
enforcement of the wildlife laws. The 
team field tested forward looking 
infrared (FLIR) units during the fall 
big game season, and utilized their 
great relationship with the Oregon 
Hunter's Association to have a set of 
FLIR purchased for, and donated to, 
the Mid-Valley Team.  

___________________________ 

2015 Trooper of The Year- The 
Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife 
Division recently recognized the 
outstanding work of Senior Trooper 
Heather Van Meter, from the Marine 
Fisheries Team - Newport, when 
Captain Jeff Samuels announced that 
she was the recipient of the Division's 
"Trooper of the Year" award for 2015.  
 
The award recognizes the outstanding 
work by an OSP Fish and Wildlife 
Trooper in protecting Oregon's 
citizens and natural resources.  
 
Senior Heather Van Meter has 
completed several note worthy 
investigations this past year, including 
the following:  
 
Starting in 2012 through 2014, Senior 
Trooper Van Meter began receiving 
information and looking into a Depoe 
Bay fishing charter business for 
possible angling license violations 
where the business was charging a 
license fee to customers but not 
actually issuing them an ODFW 
angling license.  

Senior Trooper Heather Van Meter/Lynn Loacker  

Photo Credit: OSP File  

 
Conservation-based organization, 
Shikar-Safari Club International, 
honored a Newport area Oregon 
State Police Fish and Wildlife 
Division Senior Trooper as the 
State's top Wildlife Enforcement 
Officer for 2015. On July 07, 
2016 ,  Shikar-Safar i  Club 
International representative Lynn 
Loacker, presented Senior 
Trooper Heather Van Meter with 
t h e  S h i k a r - S a f a r i  C l u b 
International "Wildlife Officer of 
the Year" award, placing her in a 
distinguished group of officers 
who have earned recognition for 
their commitment to fish and 
wildl i fe  enforcement  and 
protection of natural resources. 
The award has been given 
annually for more than 27 years 
to honor outstanding wildlife 
enforcement officers whose efforts 
during the previous year reflected 
outstanding performance and 
achievement among the state 
agency's sworn fish and wildlife 
law enforcement personnel.  

Senior Trooper Heather Van Meter. Photo Credit: OSP File 

Shikar-Safari Club International  

Top Wildlife Enforcement Officer 

for 2015 



 

14 

Interested in becoming an Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Trooper? 
 

Exciting, Rewarding, and Challenging 
A career that makes a difference!  

 

For information and to download an application, please visit our website at:  
 

www.osptrooper.com 
Questions?  Please call 503-378-4931 or e-mail OSP Training Division: 

Senior Trooper Tiffany Lynn at tlynn@state.or.us 
 

Follow us on Twitter:  @OSP_Fish 

Oregon State Police 

Fish and Wildlife Division 
Assuring compliance with the laws which protect and enhance the  

long-term health and equitable utilization of Oregon’s fish, wildlife, and habitat resources. 

 

http://www.osptrooper.com

