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Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Troopers Investigating Poaching Case

The Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division is asking for the public's help in lo-
cating the person(s) responsible for unlawfully killing a buck deer outside of La Grande
in the Starkey Unit located in Union County. According to Sgt. Hawkins, a concerned
citizen reported the mortally wounded buck only a couple of miles off [-84, a short dis-
tance up Ladd Creek Road. OSP Fish and Wildlife Troopers responded and deter-
mined the buck was shot with a .17 caliber rifle twice in the head, on or before June
3rd. There are no legal deer hunting seasons occurring during this time of year. A re-
ward is being offered by the Oregon Hunters Association through the Turn-in-Poachers
(TIP) program for any information leading to an arrest and conviction in this case. Call-
ers can remain anonymous. The TIP program number is 1-800-452-7888.

Turn In Poachers
1-800-452-7888
TIP@state.or.us
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WILDLIFE / HUNTING

Unlawful Method of Hunting

Sr. Tpr. Young (Prineville) completed an investigation into a subject who was observed shooting at a
bull elk with a rifle during bow season. Subsequent investigation revealed that the subject had in-
jured, but not killed the bull. The bull was later killed by another hunter and the bullet was found in a
front shoulder. Before exiting the area, the subject had hidden his rifle in brush before exiting the ar-
ea, which was later found by Sr. Tpr. Young and a witness. The subject was cited and released for
Hunting Prohibited Method and Tampering with Physical Evidence.

Bull Elk Photo by: oregonlive.com
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Wildlife / Hunting
Unlawful Take of Blacktail Deer

Tpr. Mathews (Springfield) received infor-
mation regarding the possible shooting of
several deer near the town of Vida. During
his investigation he located three dead
Blacktail deer. The deer appeared to be a
doe and two yearlings, none of which had
been salvaged. Tpr. Mathews was able to
link the three deer to a nearby residence.
During the interview, the property owner
confessed to killing all three deer and leav-
ing them to waste. Tpr. Mathews cited the
man for Unlawful Take of Blacktail Deer
to wit - Closed Season X3 and Unlawful
Waste of Game Animal X3.

Injured Hawk Rescued

Sgt. Meyer (Central Point) received a report
of an injured hawk walking across the I-5
overpass in the city of Central Point. Sgt.
Meyer captured the Red-tailed hawk with
the help of Steve Neimela from Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW). The
hawk appeared to have an injured wing. As
the photo shows it also did not like being
held. It was transported to a wildlife rehab-
ber.

Angling
Jet Boat Patrol on Snake River

Sr. Tpr. Knapp, Sr. Tpr. Coggins and Sgt. Haw-
kins (La Grande) conducted a Snake River jet
boat patrol. During the patrol the following stats
were gathered; 35 non-motorized boats, 25 mo-
torized and 15 guide boats were checked. One
warning was issued for No Oregon Angling Li-
cense, one warning was issued for Angling with
Two Poles, one guide was warned for not having
their guides license and medical card on them,
and one citation was issued for Angling for
Sturgeon with a Barbed Hook.

Patrol on the Columbia Rlver

Sr. Tprs. Gardner and Connell (Hermiston) partic-
ipated in a boat patrol on the Columbia River with
Sgt. Brown (Pendleton) and Lt. Rhodes (ER-
Bend). The following contacts and enforcement
actions were taken. 14 boats contacted, 34 an-
glers, 1 guide check, 1 boat examination report, 1
citation for Exceeding Bag Limit Walleye, 1
warning for no harvest card in possession, 1
warning for guide not having a life vest on chil-
dren under 12, 1 subject cited for being Inside a
Road Closure Angling on the Columbia.
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Angling

Boat Patrol on Lake Billy Chinook

Sr. Tpr. Ring (Bend) and Sr.
Tpr. Vaughn (Prineville) and Lt.
Rhodes (East Region) conduct- S8
ed boat patrol on Lake Billy £
Chinook. While on the water
they contacted several boats,
conducted two BERS’s and
checked two anglers. The an-
glers contacted had traveled up f
the Crooked River arm to the |
edge of the Bull Trout Sanctu- @&
ary (closed to angling) and had g
several rods with herring on
mooching rigs. They were not
observed angling within the
sanctuary, and during license inspection were made aware of the closure and regulations in effect.

Boat Patrol on McKenzie and Willamette River

Sr. Tpr. Maher (Oakridge) and
Sr. Tpr. Maher and Tprs. Mat-
thews and Bachmeier
(Springfield) teamed up and
conducted a jet boat patrol on
the lower McKenzie and
Willamette Rivers. Both the
Springfield and Oakridge
North River jet boats were uti- E
lized during the patrol. The
following activities were docu- §
mented during the patrol. (15)
anglers were contacted on the
Willamette River and one of &=
the anglers was issued a cita-
tion for Angling with Bait Where Prohibited. (4) Anglers were contacted on the McKenzie River.
No angling violations were noted. Boating activities during the patrol included (2) written boat in-
spections and (7) boats were visually inspected for personal flotation device compliance.
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ANGLING

Sr. Tpr. Collom (Central Point) watched salmon
anglers at the Old Bridge Hole and saw an an-
gler catch a wild salmon. The angler was
handed a knife and he cut off the adipose

fin. The fish was put on a stringer and then put
in a hidden spot behind a log submerged in the
river. Upon contact the angler admitted to
catching the fish but thought it was a hatchery
fish because there was no adipose fin. Sr. Tpr.
Collom explained to him that he saw him catch
the fish and then cut off the adipose fin after
another man handed him a knife but he still de-
nied cutting the adipose fin. The angler went
down and got the salmon and Sr. Tpr. Collom
showed him where the white fatty tissue, and
no healed scar was, where he cut off the fin.
The subject was cited for Unlawful Take of
Non-fin Clipped Salmon.

Unlawful Take of Copper Rock Fish

While conducting a routine patrol in the Port of
Brookings Tpr. Smithers (Gold Beach) con-
tacted numerous subjects who had kept illegal
fish. 1 subject was cited for Unlawful take
Copper Rock Fish Closed Season. 3 other
subjects were cited for Unlawful Take of Cab-
ezon Closed Season.

Copper Rock Fish: Photo Credit wdfw.wa.gov
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Unlawful Anglers

Lt. Thomas (Salem—NWR) and Sgt. Warwick
(Astoria) observed a group of 5 anglers attempt-
ing to snag salmon on Gnat Creek. One angler
subsequently snagged a salmon in the tail, drug
it up onto the bank and took the fish into the
brush. In addition to the unlawfully taken salm-
on, additional violations were identified as one
angler was found to have retained his limit of
fish for the day while still angling and another
did not have an angling harvest card in posses-
sion. 3 anglers were individually cited for: An-
gling Prohibited Method: Snagging, Continu-
ing to Angle after Retaining Limit, and No
Angling Harvest Card. The snagged salmon
was seized and donated to charity .

Sgt. Warwick (Astoria)
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Angling Prohibited Method

Tpr. Routson (The Dalles) observed 2 sub-
jects angling at Heritage Landing on the
Deschutes River. The older male subject
threw his cigarette butt into the river and
then grabbed a carton of night crawlers out
of a grocery sack. The older male subject
put a night crawler on the line and cast it
out into the river. When Sr. Tpr. Routson
contacted the subjects, the younger male
subject was holding the pole with the night
crawler. The subjects said they were fishing
for bass and said it was too windy on the
Columbia. The subjects were told that bait
was not allowed on the Deschutes at Herit-
age Landing. When asked about the ciga-
rette, the older male subject said it burned
his finger so he threw it into the river. Both
subjects were cited for Angling Prohibited
Method/Bait. The older male was also cit-
ed for Littering Within 100 Yards of/ in
Water.

Tresspassing on Fish Weir

Sgt. Halsey (Salem) and Lt. Thomas (NWR-
Salem) investigated a report of a male sub-
ject angling and retaining a salmon from the
Lebanon Dam. The subject was gone upon
arrival, but witnesses had the license plate
number from his vehicle. The investigation
led to a Lebanon address where two male
subjects were interviewed. The subject in
qguestion had no resident angling license /
salmon steelhead tag. The subject also was
fishing in the fish ladder. The subject was
cited and released for No Angling License
and Trespassing on a Fish Weir. The sub-
ject’s angling rod was seized as well.
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Exceeding Daily Limit

Sr. Tpr. Kehr and Recruit Gosse (Newport) were
checking anglers on Big Creek Reservoir when
three subjects were contacted who were all still
angling. A cooler next to the anglers was found
to contain 24 trout and the subjects stated some
of the trout were from the evening prior. Further
investigation revealed 17 more trout inside their
vehicle, putting them over their daily limit, and 11
trout over their 2 day possession limit. All three
subjects were cited for Exceeding the Posses-
sion Limit of Trout, and Continuing to Angle
after Catching a Limit. 11 trout were subse-
quently seized as evidence.

Trout: Photo credit by sodahead.com

Patrol On Lower Deschutes River

Sr. Tpr. Lindberg (Madras) and Sr. Tpr. Pearson
(The Dalles) conducted a two day boat patrol on
the Lower Dechutes River from Warm Springs to
Maupin. The following activities were record-

ed. 62 boater pass checks, 21 angler checks, 22
aquatic invasive species checks, 8 citations were
issued for No Aquatic Invasive Species Per-
mit.
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Unlawful Take of Clams

Sr. Tpr. Kehr
(Newport) con-
tacted two sub-
jects with two 5- |
gallon buckets full | #
of varnish

clams. The sub-
jects told Sr. Tpr.
Kehr they were
commercial clam
diggers and they had their paperwork at their
vehicle. They advised they were going to sell
the clams for human consumption to a dealer in
Portland. One of the subjects thought he might
have had a commercial license, but was unable
to produce it and was unable to confirm with
ODFW via phone that he actually was issued
any commercial licenses. The other subject ad-
mitted he was unlicensed. Sr. Tpr. Kehr advised
the two that they needed a commercial license,
a shellfish harvesters permit, a log book, and
that Siletz Bay is closed to all commercial clam-
ming. Both subjects were cited for No Shellfish
Harvesters Permit, and Taking Clams from a
Closed Area. Approximately 1000 varnish
clams were returned to the bay.

Photo Credit: climél.ig':'g"l'hg'.info'.

Unlawful Possession of Undersized Chinook

Sr. Tpr. Stone, Sr. Tpr. Willis (Roseburg) and Sr.
Tpr. Harris (Coos Bay), contacted a commercial
fisherman and his deckhand in the Winchester
Bay Harbor and conducted a commercial fishing
check. During the contact, fillets from nine un-
dersized salmon were discovered hidden on the
vessel and one whole coho salmon and parts
were discovered hidden in the refrigerator. The
Captain and the deckhand were both cited crimi-
nally for Unlawful Possession of Undersized
Commercial Chinook and the fish were seized.
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Patrolling the Pacific Ocean

Sr.Tpr. Farrar, Tpr. Cutsforth (Florence) and
Tpr. Herman (Astoria) patrolled the Pacific
Ocean in the patrol vessel Guardian from the
Siuslaw River to the Umpqua River. During

the patrol the troopers contacted 40 recrea-
tional salmon anglers, four commercial salmon
trollers, and two commercial crab boats. As a
result of those contacts several citations were
issued.

Unlawful Possession of Undersized Halibut

Sr. Tpr. Farrar (Florence) and the Coast Guard
Cutter Dorado patrolled the Pacific Ocean from
Coos Bay to Bandon. During the patrol com-
mercial salmon trollers and commercial halibut
boats were contacted. Senior Trooper Farrar
issued citations for Unlawful Possession of
Undersized Halibut and No 2015 Commer-
cial Fishing License . Eleven halibut were
seized and several other warnings were is-
sued.

Photo Credit: www.fishwatch.gov
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Did you know

by
Senior Trooper Swede Pearson

When it gets hot, glacial melt on Mt. Hood goes

into the White River which makes it very muddy.

This is how White River got its name.

White River

Water Pollution

Sr. Tpr. Stone (Roseburg) investigated a water
quality/spill complaint by the Roseburg Fire
Department which resulted from two men rinsing
a tank they had purchased for water storage.
The rinse water had a milky appearance and ran
into the South Umpqua River causing a plume
for about 200 feet downstream. The subjects
were contacted and were not aware they had
caused any issues and believed the substance
to be old glue residue. They were warned for
water pollution Il. Roseburg Fire/Hazmat

Response contained the substance with a boom.

No fish or aquatic kill was reported.

Multiple Vehicles Stuck in the Mud

Sr. Tpr.
McDowell (La
Grande)
responded to
the 034 -
2155 spur for
a report of
multiple vehi- |
cles that were
stuck inthe |
mud near the |
Grande ’
Ronde River
and causing
environmen-
tal/resource
damage. Up-
on arrival
there were

10 vehicles
on scene and all but one had been towed out
of the mud and were now mobile. Tpr. McDow-
ell’s investigation revealed vehicle 1 got stuck
and vehicle 2 attempted to pull out vehicle 1
before becoming stuck as well. This continued
until 5 vehicles ultimately became stuck. Oper-
ators asked that they be allowed to come back
and work on the road once things dry out in
lieu of citations/charges. All operators were
identified and information was forwarded to
Forest Service Law Enforcement Officer (FS
LEO) for review and probable charges.
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Interagency
Multiple Citations Issued

Tpr. Herman (Astoria) and Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Officer An-
derson conducted a boat patrol on the Colum-
bia River in Clatsop and Columbia Counties
during free fishing weekend. Numerous salmon
and steelhead anglers were contacted, and
multiple warnings were given for various boat-
ing and angling offenses. 10 citations were is-
sued for Angling Prohibited Method - Barbed
Hooks for Steelhead, 1 citation was issued for
Aid in a Wildlife Offense, and 1 citation was
issued for Angling with More than One Rod/
Line.

Search and Rescue

Sr. Tpr. Sogge and Sr. Tpr. Love (Bend) assist-
ed the Deschutes County Sherriff’s office with
the search and rescue of a female horseback
rider who was thrown from her horse and broke
her pelvis. The Troopers provided aide until
advanced medical personnel arrived.

Fatal Crash Result of Speed Racing

Sgt. Ashenfelter (Springfield) and Lt. Gifford
(SW-Region) assisted Lane County Sheriff's
Office with traffic control at the scene of a fatal
accident. Two subjects were speed racing
when they lost control and killed a pedestrian.

ATV

Saturation Patrol

Fish and Wildlife Troopers from Bend, Prine-
ville, and Madras field offices conducted a sat-
uration patrol around the high lakes area of the
Metolius Unit. Troopers have received numer-
ous complaints from the area regarding ATV
activity, littering, and issues with other camp-
ers. The operation was conducted from Satur-
day night to Sunday afternoon with an empha-
sis on ATV enforcement, angling, littering, and
all other activities relating to the protection of
natural resources. At the beginning of the sat-
uration patrol, each camp that was located
was contacted and informed of the enforce-
ment plan. Throughout the operation, a total of
105 contacts were made.

Family Reunited

Fish and Wildlife Troopers were contacted by
a husband who stated he lost his wife and son
on one of the ATV ftrails. A hasty plan was es-
tablished by sending troopers out in different
directions from the last known location of the
two lost. After approximately 30 minutes, a
trooper on the saturation patrol located the two
lost ATVers and reunited them with the father.

"\ ¢

OO

ATV ROUTE
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Public Relations

Archaelogical Investigation Class

Sgt. Hand (Klamath Falls) delivered a two-hour
guest presentation at an Archaeological Investi-
gations Class sponsored by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). The presentation covered
Oregon Statutes and recent cases investigated
by the Oregon State Police. Many compli-
ments were received after the presentation.

Volunteer Work

Lt. Gifford (SW-Central Point) volunteered at a
Point Break event for approximately 28 inmates
at the Rogue Valley Youth Corrections facility
in Grants Pass. The event is designed to help
participants interact and learn that they have
more in common than they think, the principles
of empathy, and how to resolve conflict issues
peacefully.

Fishing Activity for Humbolt School

Tpr. Brandon (John Day) assisted with a fish-
ing activity for the Humbolt Elementary school
students in John Day. The fishing activity took
place at a local pond where 50 kids chose fish-
ing as an activity for their last day of school.
There were several parents there to assist as
well as an Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife (ODFW) fish biologist who provided the
poles and bait. The fishing was successful and
was enjoyed by all who attended and assisted.

Oregon Forest Industry Council

Lt. Gifford (SW-Region), Lt. Thomas (NW-
Region) and Lt. Heuberger (GHQ) attended the
annual Oregon Forest Industry Council meet-
ing regarding animal damage. Some good in-
formation was exchanged along with network-
ing with new and old acquaintances.

Subjects Tossed out of the Kayaks

Sgt. Withers (Roseburg) received information
regarding a blue kayak floating upside down
with no one around in the area of Apple Creek
of the North Umpqua River. This area of the
North Umpqua River is classified as an area
requiring expert rafting skills in order to safely
navigate the rapids. Sgt. Withers and Sr. Tpr.
Frerichs (Roseburg) responded to the area and
were initially unable to locate the kayak. Sr.
Tpr. Frerichs hiked upriver on the North
Umpqua Trail above Apple Creek and made
contact with the two boaters, who had both
been tossed out of the kayaks while navigating
the rapids. Both subjects stated that they had
little experience in operating kayaks and were
unfamiliar with that section of the river. Both
subjects were assisted to the shore and given a
ride to their vehicle by Sgt. Withers.

Raft Capsized

A person in a small raft capsized in White
Horse rapids. The person swam to shore, Tpr.
Pearson (The Dalles) and Tpr. Lindberg
(Madras) retrieved the raft and gear for the
boater and he was able continue his voyage
unscathed. He and his group were very appre-
ciative of the Troopers help.

Photo Credit:outdoorsdirectory.com
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2014 Team of the Year

OSP Enterprise/La Grande Team Recognized as Fish and Wildlife
Division's "Team of the Year" for 2014 Accomplishments
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(left to right: Sr. Tpr. Brian Miller, Sr. Tpr. Mark Knapp, Sr. Tpr. Marcus McDowell, Sgt. Chris Hawkins, Sr. Tpr. Kris Davis, and Sr. Tpr. Kreg Coggins)

The Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division recently recognized the outstanding work of
troopers from the Enterprise / La Grande Team when Captain Jeff Samuels announced that the
team was the recipient of the Division’s “Team of the Year” award for 2014. The team was present-
ed the award at a special gathering held at the La Grande Area Command Office. This is the ninth
presentation of the award since the Division implemented a program to celebrate and recognize the
outstanding teamwork by OSP Fish and Wildlife troopers in protecting Oregon's citizens and natural
resources. The six member Enterprise / La Grande Team, supervised by Sergeant Chris Hawkins,
works out of the La Grande Area Command Office and Enterprise Worksite. Team members are:
Sergeant Chris Hawkins, Senior Trooper Kreg Coggins, Senior Trooper Kris Davis, Senior Trooper
Mark Knapp, Senior Trooper Marcus McDowell, Senior Trooper Brian Miller. The Enterprise/La
Grande Team is a very tight knit and cohesive team assigned to cover a vast landscape of Northeast
Oregon. The Team patrols their area by truck, raft, powerboat, ATV, aircraft, horseback and on foot
to cover a multitude of different terrain from valley to deep river canyons (including the Grande
Ronde and Snake Rivers), not to mention the forests and wilderness areas within their patrol area.
During 2014, the Team apprehended 60 individuals for criminally violating fish and wildlife laws,
seized 30 unlawfully taken wildlife, served four search warrants, and issued countless citations to
those involved in fish and wildlife violations. This team is known for their commitment to protecting
Oregon’s natural resources and rural law enforcement services. During the presentation, Captain
Samuels praised the team for their efforts and dedication; along with their devotion to working with
sport groups and other constituents to address natural resource issues and concerns.

Honorable mention went to the South Valley Team (Oakridge, Springfield, Florence).
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Field Office Lieutenants

Lt. David Gifford (SW Region) Lt. Casey Thomas (North West Region)

Lt. Gifford started with the Ore-
gon State Police as a cadet in
1982 working out of the Coos = :
Bay Office at Sunset Bay State | bt s
Park. In 1983 Lt. Gifford spent - -
the summer as a cadet in Coos f BT S
Bay and the fall in Burns, then L “ A
Enterprise, working as a Fish  Fe= e
and Wildlife cadet, a year later he was hired full
time. Lt. Gifford spent 9 years working as a pa-
trol trooper at the Coos Bay office and was
heavily involved in instructing various subjects
and public speaking engagements, including 15
years as a speaker with the Coos County DUII
Impact Panel. In 1993 Lt. Gifford was assigned
to the Fish and Wildlife Division remaining in
Coos Bay. Over the years he worked with some
great officers and was able to gain valuable ex-
perience as a Fish and Wildlife trooper, a job
that he still remains passionate about. In 1999 Lt. Carl Rhodes (East Region)
he was promoted to Sergeant in the Fish and
Wildlife Division at Coos Bay. In 2007 Lt.
Gifford was promoted to his current position as
the SW Region Fish and Wildlife Lieutenant, he
continues to work in the field as much as possi-
ble alongside his Troopers and Sergeants. Lt.
Gifford covers Central Point, Coos Bay, Klamath
Falls, Roseburg and Springfield. Lt. Gifford and
his wife who were high sweethearts, recently
celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary. Off
duty interests include rafting, kayaking, golfing,
motorcycle riding, missions’ trips, singing with a
worship team, and mentoring young men in the
Rogue Valley through a group called Walking
Tall Southern Oregon. He was recently nomi-
nated to the board of directors with Youth for
Christ.
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Lt. Thomas spent two years as a
Cadet with the Patrol Division in
Astoria before he was hired in
2004 as a Recruit Trooper for
The Fish and Wildlife Division.
He remained stationed in Astoria
and also spent his time in the :
Tillamook Field Office. He later became a de-
tective assigned to the Fish and Wildlife Spe-
cial Investigations Unit (SIU). Lt. Thomas
served as Fish and Wildlife Sergeant of the Mid
-Valley Team as well as the SIU Sergeant. The
North-West Region Lieutenant is responsible
for the Astoria, Portland, Salem, and Tillamook
areas. During his free time he enjoys fishing,
hunting, and camping with his wife and two
boys.

Lt. Rhodes started his career with
the Oregon State Police in 1987
as a Deschutes River Cadet. He
left the Fish and Wildlife Division
and worked for the Patrol Division
in the Madras area where he in-
structed at the Recruit School in Defensive
Tactics, Patrol Tactics, Firearms and Firearms
training systems. In 2001 he was promoted to
Sergeant, covering Madras and Prineville. He
was later promoted to the Bend area com-
mander position where he spent 10 years. In
2014 he became the East Region Fish and
Wildlife Lieutenant which covers Bend, La
Grande, Baker City, Pendleton and The Dalles.




Oregon State Police

Fish and Wildlife Division

Assuring compliance with the laws which protect and enhance the
long-term health and equitable utilization of Oregon'’s fish, wildlife, and habitat resources.

Interested in becoming an Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Trooper?

Exciting, Rewarding, and Challenging
A career that makes a difference!

For information and to download an application, please visit our website at:

WWW.0sptrooper.com

Questions? Please call or e-mail our Recruiter:
Senior Trooper James Duncan (503) 378-4931 or james.duncan@state.or.us
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