
Governor’s Fire Service Policy Council 
1:00 p.m.    Tuesday, April 22, 2014  

Office of State Fire Marshal 

Cache Mt Conference Room 

 

Minutes 
 

Members Ex Officio Visitors 

 Greg Keller, OFCA (Chair)  Heidi Moawad, Gov’s Office  John Caul, OSFM 

 Bob Reeves, OFDDA (V Chair)  Steven Powers, Gov’s Office  Claire McGrew 

 Kelly Bach, SFFC  Joel Lujan, OSP  Mariana Ruiz-Temple 

 Tad Pedersen, OSFM   Dr. Dana Selover 

 John Stein, General Public Executive Director/Staff  John Nohr 

 Tom Bohm, OFMA  Jim Walker, Chief Deputy SFM  

  Sally Cravinho, OSFM Staff  

  

Welcome/Introductions 

Chair Keller welcomed everyone to the quarterly meeting and thanked them for their time and 

dedication to this important meeting. 

 

Chair Keller introduced our newest member, Tom Bohm who replaces Eric McMullen from 

Oregon Fire Marshals Association (OFMA). 

 

Changes to the agenda: 

None 

 

Minutes: 
Motion was moved by Kelly Bach and seconded by Dave Sellers to adopt the minutes as 

presented. All approved. 

 

Communications: 

New GFSPC logo was presented to the members and a thank you letter will be sent to the artist 

Michelle Kolpinski. 

 

Dr. Dana Selover reported Dr. Lehrfeld was not able to attend today’s meeting but will be 

attending in July. 

 

Guest/Visitor Input: 

None 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

GFSPC Logo  

New logo was presented and all members approved. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Direction of the GFSPC 

Chair Keller stated, “With change, comes opportunity.”  Meetings with Interim State Fire 

Marshal, Jim Walker and the OSFM staff will continue and improve the work we do. We 

continue to keep the mission of the council moving into the future and grow the council’s liaison 

with the Governor’s office. 
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House Keeping Rules: 

“With new members coming in July, it’s an opportunity to take a look with new eyes and review 

the charter and statutes” stated Chair Keller. He opened it up for discussion. 

 

 Review of Charter (handout) 

 Review Statutes (handout) 

 Chair Keller asked the committee to review the Charter and suggest changes 

 Goals and objectives were suggested as being in the forefront 

 Dr. Dana Selover mentioned having more information from EMS. Also, adding them to 

be part of the mission statement and possibly having them as an ex-officio in the future 

could be beneficial to the GFSPC 

 Kelly mentions the fact EMS is 70% of the fire service and asked if the ex-officio 

positions are voting members and the answer was no 

 John Stein asked if there would be a representative from the League of Oregon Cities 

again. Chair Keller stated the council is working on filling this position and hopes to have 

a new member by July 

 

Termed GFSPC Members 

 Chair Keller publically thanked members Kelly Bach and John Stein for their 

commitment and dedicated service to the council and making it successful. It’s a diverse 

group of people on the committee for the citizens of Oregon and more importantly the 

fire fighters. Awards were presented to Kelly Bach and John Stein. (Photos taken after 

meeting) 

 League of Oregon Cities representative to be recruited 

 Insurance Industry representative to be recruited  

 

Oregon Fire Chiefs Association Work Group 

Ted Kunz, Chair OFCA put together a work group called the “Vacant Lands Committee” to look 

at the following issues: 

 Taxation on forested lands within rural fire protection districts across the state.  

 Cities expanding into the rural fire protection forested areas are now being taxed and the 

funds are going to ODF instead of the rural fire districts. 

 Rural fire districts are providing the coverage in these areas 

 

Chair Keller stated this will be joint chartered task force with OFCA and GFSPC as well as a 

broad group of people from several agencies involved. It originated with Chief Tim Moore and 

Roger Johnson and also included ODF, TVR&R, OFCA, GFSPC, and SDAO, and several others 

as well as the Tax Assessors Office. It was also mentioned this would follow our Charter and be 

taken to the new task force committee. 

 

Kelly brought up questions on unprotected lands and what goes on in rural Oregon, what 

protection is there and is it seasonal and how do they integrate?  

 

Rural Fire Protection, Land Classification, Legislation and Funding 

Jim Walker spoke about legislation and how funding it’s issued. Also, for things to change, it has 

to be done legislatively as well as the difference of structure vs land (fire districts). If a parcel of 

land has gone from forested land to a parking lot, ODF will still receive the funding. It was 

brought up that this issue should be conveyed to the Governor’s office through the GFSPC. 
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Eriks asked what qualifies an organization as a fire protection agency. 

 

Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) will have their next meeting on May 5
th

 in which Chair 

Keller will be attending. He will bring back their charter to review at our July GFSPC meeting. 

 

There was discussion on Urban Renewal Districts protection, statutes, fire districts dual Charter 

and statutory changes. 

 

Firefighter Injury 

Chair Keller opened this topic up with the fact Kelly brought up this issue at the last meeting 

regarding actual numbers of firefighter injuries. He contacted individuals to create the task force 

which include Dave Phillips OFCA, Dave Blakely Jackson County Dist. 3, Matt Stewart Eugene 

Fire Dept., Kelly Bach OSFFC, John Nohr TVF&R, Eriks Gabliks DPSST, Claire McGrew 

OSFM, and Jim Davis TVF&R. Chair Keller will email committee members with 

communications 

 

Dr. Selover asked how statistics/data is tracked. Explanation by Chair Keller followed the issues 

of under reporting. Eriks mentioned this is a “national” issue and not just our state’s issue. More 

discussion followed by Dr. Selover on “non-consistent” injury reporting. Other topics on this 

issue were: 

 801 Form 

 SAIF Data 

 Time loss 

 Documentation 

 Forms 

 Coding 

 

Chair Keller also mentioned because of the recently failed budgets, there is no law enforcement 

response to emergency calls. This too has become an issue for firefighters as the first responders 

on scene. They are becoming the “babysitter” until the law enforcement arrives. 

 

Major Lujan stated OSP is now being looked at as the first responder for police service. Polk 

County has eliminated their coverage between the hours of 10p-2a. Southern Oregon is a big 

concern and citizens are calling in and reporting a “fire” just to get a siren to ward off the 

offender or burglar. 

 

Should there be a “Policy” for firefighters before entering the scene? Following the questions of:  

 Is the scene secure? 

 Are there legal issues? 

 Is it a domestic violence situation? 

 Cross subsidizing with fire and police? 

 

Action: Draft Charters for Firefighter Injuries Task Force and Reduction of Law Enforcement 

Task Force by July meeting. (Include Major Lujan and Chief Stein on Law Enforcement TF) 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

REPORTS 

Executive Director Jim Walker, Interim State Fire Marshal: 

 Old vs New ~ Data Supplemental Report 
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 Legislative Session ~ Smoke Alarms 

 Organizational structure ~ On-Line Prevention/Training Development/Compensation 

Recognition Program 

 Mob Plan Committee ~ Fire Defense Board approved the mobilization plan and is now 

on OSFM website 

 Bakken Crude Oil ~ Mariana is working with the Governor’s office on a “Field Day” for 

the legislature. Issues of the crude oil being more volatile and has a higher flashpoint. No 

funding for response to these incidents. Legislature passed the Petroleum Load Fee which 

helps costs for Hazardous responses 

 Drought Council ~ Fire season preparation 

 Deputy In-Service with Oregon State Police Arson  

 SERC/LEPC ~ Sue Otjen is working on meeting with individuals in the fire service and 

will be attending a meeting on May 16
th

 

 

Director Eriks Gabliks: 

 Working on Life Safety Initiatives 

 TVF&R Cancer Project ~ firefighters prevent exposure to cancer causing agents 

 National Safety Training June 15-22, 2015 

 Fire Act Grants ~ Received 35 applications and only 40% can be funded 

 Active Shooter Fire Coordinator Training 

 Alzheimer’s Awareness Training for Responders 

 

Dr. Selover gave an update on the Data Systems~ 

 Vendor Software Database  

 Patient Tracking (SPIN) 

 EMS Mass Casualties Protocols and Procedures  

 Summit April 14
th

 

 

Council Member Reports 

Kelly said, “It has been an honor to serve on the GSPC for both Governor Kulongoski and 

Governor Kitzhaber.” 

 

Chair Keller will attend the OFCA meeting in May and report the information received at the 

next GFSPC July. 

 

Adjourn: 

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  

 

Next meeting dates: 

July 22, 2014 

October 28, 2014 

January 28, 2014 
 

Meeting location: 

Office of State Fire Marshal, Mt Hood Conference Room 

 

Meeting time: 1:00 pm 
 


