
 

 

Morrow County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
Port of Morrow Building, 2 Marine Dr. Boardman, Oregon 

July 23, 2013 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 
In Attendance - Dave Nevin, John Neal, Joe Chamberlain, ConAgra Foods; Bill Langley, ReKlaim; Dan Turley, Mike 

Garrett, PGE; Kristi; Kevin Gilbertson, Port of Morrow; Marc Rogelstad, Boardman Rural Fire Dept.; Liz Morris, Brian 

Stoddard, Calbee North America; Cindy Burbright, Boardman Foods; Dave Winters, Rick Stokoe, City of Boardman; 

Steve Doherty, Devin Oil; Dave Marsing, Roy Brown, Morrow Cold Storage; Lyndon Jones, Phil Grunke, Pacific Ethanol 

Columbia; Zack Hintz, Morrow County Fair; Marilyn Lohmann, National Weather Service Pendleton 

 

Absent - ConAgra Foods – Watts Pack Center, Morrow County Health Department, State Fire Marshal’s Office, 

Tillamook/Columbia River Processing, Morrow County Sherriff’s Department, Morrow County VA Clinic, Willow Creek 

Energy, Oregon Health Authority, City of Ione, Columbia River Community Health Service, Morrow County School District, 

Morrow County Sheriff’s Office, Tillamook (CRP) 

 

10:00am ~ Call the meeting to Order: 

 

A. Review and  approve the May 28, 2013 meeting minutes: 

 

 Reviewed minutes.  Minutes approved with one change, the last bullet on Section B reads “volume 

of the tank is part of the release” and should read “volume of the tank will be considered the 

potential amount of the release”.   Mark Rogelstad the Boardman Fire Chief explained that if he 

answered a call to a facility with a tank leak and the tank level is at 16,000 gallons they will consider 

and report that the release will be the entire contents of the tank.   When and if the leak/release is 

stopped, or becomes controlled the release report will be amended to reflect the actual released 

amount. 

 Mark Rogelstad moved to accept the minutes with this change and Steve Doherty seconded.  The 

minutes were then unanimously approved by the committee. 
 

B. Review any ‘Lessons Learned’, any information to share with committee members that could help others improve 

safety and/or communication within our group and/or the community. 

 

 Dave Nevin, ConAgra Foods gave a presentation on their gas pipeline to meet the public awareness 

requirements of the gas pipeline safety regulations.  The line was installed in 2007 and is managed as 

a Class 3 line.  It is regulated by the Oregon Public Commission and was last inspected by the State 

in 2010.  The pipe line is a 4” hi density polyethylene line which operates at 70 lbs. of pressure.  

Signs are located in the immediate area with a phone number to report if a leak is found or if and 

odor is detected.  The gas is odorized before being transported through the pipeline.  There is no 

computerized injection system and at times the ‘rotten egg’ odor is emitted from the injection house 

at the start of the pipeline which is located at the SW corner of the Coyote Springs Plant.  The 

odorant can be shutdown manually, if required.  Digging in tha rea of the pipeline is the biggest risk 

and prior to any excavation work the excavator should call 811 before digging for locating services.  

ConAgra has a computerized preventative maintenance system in place and they hold quarterly 

meetings to ensure the PM’s are being performed and no other problems have developed.  With the 

expansion on line 5 there will be another line installed and it will be covered by the same integrity 

management process used on the existing line .   

 Dan Turley also reviewed the PGE line which is all enclosed now by plants fence which prevents the 

public from accessing the line.  The PGE line is managed as a Class 1 line and has an integrity 

management program to meet the requirements of this line class. 

 Dan also advised us that the last week of August, Coyote Springs will be audited on their gas piping.  

(Note, at the time of the writing of these notes the Coyote inspection had been changed to October). 

 Dan asked that if anyone revises their Emergency Action Plan, please assure that a copy was given 



 

 

to the Boardman Fire Department and the LEPC. 

 Mark Rogelstad stated that recently there was a call out for a roof fire at a facility.  The wind and 

access issues hampered the efforts to extinguish the fire and it caused around $600,000 worth of 

damage.   He advised us there we should look at access issues on roofs to assure their ability to fight 

the fire.  Assuring that preventative maintenance is completed in these areas as this was a contributor 

to the fire.  Also, make sure people know how to turn off the electricity and other energy sources to 

ensure the firefighting personnel can access the area safely and the isolation points should be 

included in a document that personnel can access quickly in the event of an emergency.  It’s 

important to document the isolation points for all potential energy sources. 

 Mark also reminded us to be mindful of safety with all of the construction going on in Boardman, 

primarily at the Port of Morrow.  This includes extra trucks, people and traffic. 
 

C. Review LEPC Conference and Emergency Response Plan Template and determine a path to complete. 

 

 Dan advised the group that during the LEPC training he attended they talked a lot about the EPA 

List of Lists (copy attached to Email with these minutes) which lists all of the potentially hazardous 

chemicals and material which have reporting release quantity requirements.  He suggested that we 

all review the list and determine which chemicals we have on our sites and prepare an abbreviated 

List of Lists for each of our facilities.  This will help us become familiar with the reportable amounts 

in the event we have a spill or release. 

 Dan reminded everyone to include the local LEPC, which will be his cell number at 541-303-3037, 

with our Emergency contact numbers.  This needs to be done after contacting 911, the National 

Response Center, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and the Oregon Response Center.  

 Mark pointed out that by law, the local LEPC is required to participate in the inspection following a 

release and the facility responsible for the release is required to provide a detailed follow-up report 

to the LEPC after the event. 
 

D. Subcommittees Reports:  

                     

1. Planning – Solicit Motion to Close 

 The group approved closing the Planning Committee. 
 

2. Information & Emergency Response – Travis Hyder 

Review actions in the previous Minutes 

 Travis was not present, will need to wait for the next meeting to review. 

 
3. Training – Yvette Medelez & Mike Garrett 

 Brainstorm to identify a Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness Grant application 

 Mark Rogelstad stated that it would behoove us to look at getting a grant to help put 

together an ammonia drill.  That would be a good focus for those that have ammonia at 

our facilities and those that do not could utilize the experience.  Live drills or a table top 

drill would be a good idea.  Usually these drills start with a tabletop to work out all of the 

plans and then on to a full blown drill.  Yvette and Mike will begin working on a grant.  

He stated that a drill on a Confined Space extraction might be good as well.  Mark 

reminded us that the Fire Department will support a confines space emergency but will 

not enter a confined space. 

 
4. Confined Space – Solicit Motion to Close 

 The group approved closing the Confined Space Committee. 
 

E. Old Business 

 

o Set Steve Myren training on interchange between business and local responders for July meeting. 

 Steve was not able to attend this meeting and we will look to incorporate this training at a 

future meeting. 



 

 

o Other? 

 Marilyn Lohmann, from the National Weather Service Pendleton attended our meeting 

and provided information on the support that they could provide through the interface 

with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in the event of a 

release and that they could also help us during a drill.  She gave a short presentation on 

what the NOAA could do to help.   
 

F. New Business 

o Review when a person or company are removed from the membership list. 

 Dan reminded everyone that if someone leaves one of our businesses to please advise him 

so that they can be removed from the list of members.  A discussion was held concerning 

membership and lack of attendee’s from the other end of the county.  In the future, we 

may want to discuss dividing the LEPC in Morrow County. 

 Dan presented that we should place members on an inactive list if they have not attended 

a meeting for over 1 year and then remove them completely from the member list if they 

do not attend for 2 years.  
 

o Draft letter for the facilities with hazardous chemicals that are not attending the meetings. 

 Need to discuss with Travis Hyder. 
o Other? 

 Mark advised everyone that they have been able to purchase an updated Fire Extinguisher 

Training Program.  It is available for all facilities in the county.  Please call Marty 

Broadbent for more information. 

 The annual public awareness meeting was discussed, it was agreed that doing it at a 

Boardman Chamber of Commerce luncheon was effective and we would do this again if 

it could be scheduled with the chamber.  After the meeting Dan contacted the Chamber 

and scheduled this for the November 20
th
 luncheon. 

  
 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:27 am.  
 

Next meeting:  September 17, 2013 10am 


