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         Hot Spots from the State Fire Marshal

November 2006

Code consistency

Members of the Oregon fire service are encouraged to provide input to the Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal (OSFM) regarding proposed changes to Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR), Chapter 837, Division 39: Administration of Fire Prevention Programs. The proposed rule change requires standard certification and training requirements needed to conduct fire code enforcement in Oregon for both exempt and non-exempt jurisdictions. 
Improving code consistency statewide is designed to prevent tragic events such as occurred in 2003 with the Station nightclub fire in Rhode Island which killed 100 people and the Epitome nightclub stampede in Chicago which claimed 21 lives. These deaths could have been avoided by providing consistent application of the fire code.

The proposed rule changes stem from inspection competency liability regarding the Station nightclub fire and the Governor’s Fire Service Policy Council’s (GFSPC) efforts to address building industry concerns relating to inconsistent fire code application and administration. 

The rule change requirements tie a department’s scope of fire code enforcement with specific demonstrated competencies, ensuring those enforcing fire codes have knowledge necessary to appropriately apply code provisions. Requirements for fire personnel enforcing the fire code will be similar to current training requirements for fire suppression or emergency medical response. For example, if you are going to do offensive fire suppression you are required to have appropriate equipment, training, and hands-on experience.

Exempt jurisdiction fire marshals and the Fire and Life Safety Competency Recognition Advisory Committee are collaborating on draft language for the proposed change. The proposed OAR changes have been mailed to every fire chief and fire marshal in Oregon. For additional copies or to submit your feedback, contact OSFM Training and Development Specialist Mary Olson at 503-373-1540 ext. 251 or email mary.olson@state.or.us. Also feel free to contact Chief Deputy Randy Simpson at ext. 209 or email randy.simpson@state.or.us.
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