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         Hot Spots from the State Fire Marshal

February 2007
Safer-cigarette legislation

Oregon’s fire-safer cigarette legislation, House Bill 2163 had its first hearing January 31, 2007 by the House Business and Labor Committee. The next step is a work session and a second hearing. Support in both the Senate and House continues to grow and the bill is expected to pass. For more information about fire-safer cigarettes check out the Office of State Fire Marshal website at www.sfm.state.or.us or contact Tari Glocar at 503-373-1540, ext. 273 or tari.glocar@state.or.us. There is also a link on the OSFM website to view Senate and House bills concerning the fire service. The bills are listed both in numerical order and by OSFM priority.  There is a brief narrative and a link to access the full text of the bill. For more information contact Donna Disch at donna.disch@state.or.us or 503-373-1540, ext. 275. 

Hazardous materials survey

The OSFM Hazardous Materials Services unit is looking for input from Oregon fire departments on ways to improve the Hazardous Substance Information Survey CD. Departments are requested to complete OSFM’s online survey by logging on to http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=559003082297. The survey ends February 22, 2007. The HSIS CD is distributed annually by OSFM and contains information about facilities in Oregon and the hazardous materials they possess including chemical names, quantities and storage locations. For more information contact Chris Kuenzi at 503-373-1540, ext. 214 or email chris.kuenzi@state.or.us.
Residential sprinkler authority

The Office of State Fire Marshal is supporting the effort of OFMA and OFCA in submitting a code change request to the Oregon Building Codes Division (BCD) giving municipalities throughout Oregon the authority to establish sprinkler requirements for one and two family dwellings. If the code change is accepted by BCD it would be effective with the implementation of the 2008 Oregon Residential Specialty Code. The code change request is bolstered by efforts from Oregon members of the Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition requesting city and county governments petition BCD to give local governments authority over residential sprinkler requirements. For more information contact Deputy State Fire Marshal John Caul at 503-373-1540, ext. 269 or email john.caul@state.or.us.             
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