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2. How do you supply the water? 

• pipe/line canal 

•  SW-GW switch 

• transfer between water users 

• irrigation system improvement 

• on-farm infrastructure 
improvement 

• change crop type 

• change irrigation timing 

• change price structure (for 
districts, municipalities, etc.) 

• don’t irrigate 



3. How do you protect the water? 

• allocation of conserved water 

• permanent transfer 

• full-season lease 

• split-season lease 

• forbearance agreement 

• minimum flow agreement 
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• allocation of conserved water 

• permanent transfer 

• full-season lease 

• split-season lease 

• forbearance agreement 

• minimum flow agreement 

drought response 



4. How do you structure the 
payment? 



5. Who pays? 



Example: DRC’s 
Annual Water 
Leasing Program 

• Irrigators lease water 
rights instream 

• Full or split-season 

• Legally protected 

• Small compensation 

 



Example: TFT’s 
Lostine Minimum 
Flow Agreement  

• Irrigators maintain stream 
flow  

• August 22 – September 30 

• Not legally protected 

• Higher compensation 

 



Limitations 

• Require pre-existing 
agreements and/or 
relationships 

• Social/cultural constraints 

• Measurement, monitoring, 
and regulation 

 



Improving  
Existing Tools 



Reduce barriers to leasing 
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Reduce barriers to leasing 

• Include instream leasing as a “farm use” for tax 
deferral 

• Allow pre-approval of leases 

• Waive OWRD lease fees during drought 

 

 



Increase certainty for drought 
measures 

• Provide stable, short-
turnaround funding 

 

 

 



Increase certainty for drought 
measures 

• Provide stable, short-
turnaround funding 

• First-tier, hydrologic drought 
declaration 

 

 

 


