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Reservations of Water for Future 
Economic Development 

• 5 Requests by ODA for Reservations of Water were Approved 
  Hood R  Malheur R      Owyhee R 
   Powder/Burnt R  Grande Ronde R 

• Priority date for any reservation is the date on which the Water Resources 
Commission initiates the rulemaking process (in this case, 1992).  

 
• When a person requests use of reserved water for new storage, the priority 

date for a storage right is the date of the reservation (1992)  

• ORS 537.356 (1987):  
Any local government, local watershed council or state agency or any other 
individual cooperating jointly with a local government, local watershed council 
or state agency may request the Water Resources Commission (WRC) to reserve 
unappropriated water for multipurpose storage for future economic development.  

2 



Upper Grande Ronde
Subbasin Reservation:

Meadow Creek

Upper Grande Ronde
Subbasin Reservation:

Grande Ronde River,
above river mile 184

Middle Grande Ronde
Subbasin Reservation:

Catherine Creek,
above Ames Creek

West Fork Hood
River Subbasin

Reservation

East Fork Hood
River Subbasin

Reservation

Neal Creek
Subbasin

Reservation

Mosier Creek
Subbasin

Reservation

Eightmile Creek
Subbasin Reservation

Fifteenmile Creek
Subbasin Reservation:

Fifteenmile Creek,
above Dufur water

supply reservoir

Fifteenmile
Creek Subbasin

Reservation: Larch Creek

South Fork Burnt
River Reservation

North Fork Burnt
River Reservation

Burnt River
Reservation

Pine
Creek

Reservation

Eagle Creek
Reservation

Powder
Reservation:

Goose Creek

Powder Reservation:
Powder River, above

Thief Valley Dam and
below Blue Canyon Creek

Powder Reservation:
Powder River, below

Blue Canyon Creek

Malheur Reservation:
Malheur River, excluding

the North and South
Fork Malheur Rivers

Malheur Reservation:
South Fork Malheur River

Owyhee Reservation

North
Coast

Grande
Ronde

Umatilla

Willamette

John Day

Deschutes

Hood

Sandy

Powder

Mid
Coast

Malheur

Malheur
Lake

Umpqua

Owyhee
Goose &
Summer

Lakes

South
Coast

South
Coast

Klamath
Rogue

Legend

Eightmile Creek Subbasin

Reservation

Fifteenmile Creek Subbasin

Reservation-Fifteenmile Creek,

above Dufur water supply reservoir

Fifteenmile Creek Subbasin
Reservation-Larch Creek
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OREGON WATER RESERVATIONS

--OWRD GIS (rh ), 4/25/2014 (G:\dev\wr\ reserv ation\Arc Map\state_2014_WaterR eserv ations_work .mx d) 

• Term of reservation: up to 20 years  
o Extend up to 20 years (ORS 690-079-0050) 

• Water stored in “multi-purpose 
reservoirs” 
o “Multi-purpose”: Broadly defined, 

but in general, “serving multiple 
potential beneficial uses such as 
irrigation, power generation, recreation, 
and flow augmentation for instream 
purpose”—specifics vary among 
administrative basin plans 

• Flexible definition of “reservoir” 
o Structural or non-structural 
o Off-stream 
o Surface impoundment/container 
o Subsurface 

impoundment/container 

Reservations of Water for Future 
Economic Development 
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• Advantages of Reservations: 
o Water is unavailable for appropriation 

• Recent awareness of/interest in reservations  

• Most ODA reservations expire in 2-3 years 

• Aug WRC Meeting 
o ODA informed the WRC that they will 

request extensions of the 5 approved 
reservations —assembling the necessary 
information is underway. 

o 1992 priority date 
o Broad definition of “multi-purpose reservoir” 

• Accessing ODA’s Water Reservations 
o Contact ODA prior to applying for 

a permit to store water 
o Consult with ODEQ and ODFW  

Reservations of Water for Future 
Economic Development 
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• Water for Storage 
o Determined based on 

50% Exceedance Flow 
o Months of Availability  



• Process for initial 
reservation request and 
extension are identical 

• Public process 
o ODA consults with 

ODEQ and ODFW 

• All requests for extension 
go before a Judge in a 
Contested Case Hearing 
o Whether contested or 

not 
o All comments are read 

at the hearing 

• Accessing Reservations 
 (Next Page) 

o Step #1: Contact ODA 

• Applicant and ODA consult 
with ODEQ and ODFW 
o Basin Plans may 

include additional 
participants 
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• Process for initial 
reservation request and 
extension are identical 

• Public process 
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THANK YOU 

Photo courtesy of Hood River Chamber of Commerce 
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