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Process Steps

� Application

� Initial Review

� Proposed Final Order

� Permit

� Certificate





Evaluating Requests for

New Water Rights

Four Main Points

1. Water Availability

2. Basin Programs

3. Other Rules or Statutes

4. Injury



Water Availability

� Exceedance

� Yes/No?

� Months Available



Basin Programs

� Classifications

� Withdrawals

� Reservations

� Season



Other Rules or Statutes

� Division 33 - Team Review

� Scenic Water Way

� Well Construction

� Withdrawals

� Drought



Injury

� Usually Associated With Transfers

� Downstream Senior Users?



Proposed Final Order

� Summarizes Findings

� Public Comment

� Protest Period

� Request for Standing

� Draft Permit Language



Permit

� Begin Making Use of the Water

� Allows Time to Fully Develop

� Not Perfected



Permit Conditions

� Specify How and When to Use Water

� Address Findings 

� Ensures Compliance



Permit Conditions Today

� Standard

� Compliance

� Timeliness

� Other

� Special

� Project Specific

� Controllable Outlet etc.

� Limitations 



Standard Permit Conditions
(current practice)

• Compliance 

• Beneficial Use Without Waste

• Land Use

• Water Available 

• No Interference with Senior Rights

• Timely Completion

• Certified Water Right Examiner

• Secondary Permit



Special Permit Conditions

• Measurement, Recording and Reporting Conditions

• Controllable Outlet Structure

• Pass Live Flow (outside of storage season)

• Minimum Bypass Flows (during storage season)

• Fish Passage and/or Screening

• Riparian Mitigation

• Water Quality Condition 

• Endangered Species Act (ESA) Mitigation

• Wetlands Mitigation Condition

• Dam Condition



Measurement Conditions

• One of the Oldest Conditions

• 690-085-0015 - Methods for Measuring and 

Computing Water Use

• Specific and comprehensive language

• Controllable Outlet Structure

“The permittee shall measure inflow and outflow, above 

and below the reservoir respectively” 



Potential POF 

Special Conditions
• Measurement, Recording and Reporting Conditions

• Controllable Outlet Structure

• Pass Live Flow (outside of storage season)

• Minimum Bypass Flows (during storage season)

• Fish Passage and/or Screening

• Riparian Mitigation

• Water Quality Condition 

• Endangered Species Act (ESA) Mitigation

• Wetlands Mitigation Condition

• Dam Condition

• Percent of Flow (or other)



Allocating New Water Rights



Allocating New Water Rights

“Junior, Junior User” 

2014 Water Right



Regulating Water Rights



Regulating Water Rights

“Junior, Junior User” 

2014 Water Right






