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Partnerships with Oregon State University

Exciting water-related efforts are taking place under the guidance of Professor Brent Steel, Director of
Oregon State University’s Master of Public Policy Program. Graduate students Erika Allen Wolters,
Monica Hubbard, Damon M. Runberg, and Kirsten Winters are working on projects that range from
public surveys and interviews of elected officials to an analysis of state natural resource agencies and
water plans from other states. We are thrilled to partner with Oregon State University, supporting
efforts that will directly contribute to the Integrated Water Resources Strategy.

Survey of Oregon Residents
Erika Allen Wolters and Monica Hubbard

“Oregon is often perceived as a water rich state — a perception held by
many of its own residents. However, as the 2001 Klamath Basin crisis
demonstrated, Oregon is not immune to water conflict. Climate
change, population growth, and increased demand for water are

Brent Steel compromising water quantity and water quality for all water users, as
Professor and Director well as limiting resources available for fish and wildlife needs. Yet, the
Master of Public Policy Program
question remains as Oregon moves forward in its water planning --
what are the perceptions of Oregonians with regard to water? In
addition, what are Oregonian’s values, knowledge, and adaptability to
current, as well as potential, future water scenarios? In order to better
answer these questions, we are surveying random samples of Oregon
residents with two mail surveys; the first to gather information on
Oregon residents” knowledge and beliefs, and the second to determine
what kind of steps residents are willing as well as able to take to
conserve water resources.”

Erika Allen Wolters

Ph.D. Candidate Perspectives of Oregon’s Elected Officials
Environmental Science

Erika Allen Wolters and Monica Hubbard

“The goal of this research is to assess the knowledge and policy
recommendations of the state’s elected and appointed officials related
to the development of an integrated water resources
strategy. Specifically, we are asking these officials to identify their
vision of the future of Oregon’s water, the challenges Oregon may face,
potential solutions, and outreach and education options. The responses
f to these questions will help clarify the preference of elected officials

Monica Hubbard and gauge their support of an integrated water resources strategy as it

Ph.D. Candidate relates to the needs of their communities.”
Environmental Science




State of Oregon Agency Institutional Analysis
Damon M. Runberg and Kirsten Winters

“Governmental agencies are responsible for implementing policy on a
day-to-day basis—a daunting task, particularly in the area of water
management. Our goal for the Integrated Water Resources
Management Strategy is to develop an “Agency Appendix,” which
will describe state agencies that manage some aspect of water in
Oregon. This appendix will include, but is not limited to, each Damon M. Runberg
agency’s mission, roles and responsibilities with regard to water MPP Candidate

resources, statutory authority, management programs, and tools for
decision-making. There are currently twelve natural resource state
agencies participating in the Agency Advisory Group. These will be
described in the appendix. We hope the appendix will also help in the
further analysis of interactions among state, local, and federal
agencies that manage water. Future research will look at the role of
federal agencies in Oregon, as well as the role of water districts and
local governments; however, this preliminary work is focused on
mapping the responsibilities and partnerships among state agencies.”

Kirsten Winters
MPP Candidate
PhD Student

Comparative Analysis of State Water Plans
Monica Hubbard

“Oregon is currently one of only two western states without a formal
water management strategy, as well as one of many without an
integrated strategy that takes into account water quantity, water
quality, and ecosystem needs. While each of these states” efforts and
plans are unique, many share common elements and can provide
invaluable advice and insight to Oregon into what works and what
does not. Oregon can greatly benefit as it follows in the footsteps of
other states” water planning efforts, and may end up with a leadership Oregon State
role in water resource planning as well. For this project, I plan to ""'"“'"

conduct a comparative policy analysis on a stratified random sample
of ten state integrated water plans and policies.”
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