
The landowner is ultimately responsible for the maintenance and use of the water supply 
well (OAR 690-215-0005 (2)). If you are a landowner within the Umatilla and Walla Walla 
Basins and you are using a well for irrigation in combination with the use of fertilizers 
or chemicals, then you are required to have a functional backflow device installed. See OAR 
690-215-0017(2) for more information.

Example of a backflow prevention device: 
with a check valve, vacuum relief, low-pressure drain, inspection port and hose 

Backflow prevention devices are crucial to help protect the aquifer from contaminated 
water. These devices help ensure that the chemicals and fertilizers added to irrigation 
systems do not flow backwards into the well. 

The Oregon Water Resources 
Department is committed to 
working with landowners on 
meeting these compliance 
construction requirements. 

If you have any questions or 
would like an onsite consultation 
prior to altering your irrigation 
system, please contact the North 
Central Region Office: 
(541) 969-9896 or (971)375-3563 

What is a backflow prevention device and how does it relate to irrigators?

Backflow Prevention



For More Information Contact: Oregon Water Resources Department | North Central Region
116 SE Dorion Ave; Pendleton, OR  97801
541-969-9896 or 971-375-3563 | owrd.info/umatillabackflow  

These requirements are in addition to equipment requirements under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, and 
do not replace those requirements. The Department may approve modifications to these requirements if necessary; however, 
modification should provide greater than or equal to the level of protection of the groundwater resource. 

As shown in the diagram on the left, 
effective back-flow prevention devices 
must include all of the following:

• Automatic low-pressure drain 

• Inspection port; directly overlying 
the automatic low-pressure drain

• Irrigation line check valve

• Air/vacuum relief valve 

• 20’ Discharge Hose

• 6” Air Gap @ end of hose

Requirements for  Chemigation and Fert igation Systems Connected to Wells

https://owrd.info/umatillabackflow
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