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Deschutes Basin Ground Water Study Area -  

Ground Water Permit Application Process with Mitigation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

File Ground Water 
Application 

Initial Review/ 
Notice of Mitigation 

Obligation 

"First Cut" 

Review to determine 

whether use may be 

allowed by statute, rule, 

water availability, or 

other issues and to 

identify the amount and 

location of required 

mitigation 

Withdraw 

Within 15 days 

Propose to Obtain 
Mitigation Credits 

Propose Mitigation 
Project 

From mitigation 

bank or private 

entity  

Transfer existing rights 

instream, Allocations of 

Conserved water, etc 

with sufficient 

information for 

Department review 

Review by resource  

agencies 

Proposed Final 
Order 

Withdraw 

Proposed 

Denial 
Proposed 
Approval 

Proposed Approval 
with Modifications 

Approval 

Describes the Department's 

proposed decision 

Additional information 

may be requested 

Final Order 

Denial 

Final Order 
Altered 

 

Permit 
Issued 

5 years to secure proposed 
mitigation credits & complete 
Documentary Evidence Form 

5 years to complete 
proposed Mitigation Project - 
including Final approval by 

Department 
 

Water use may begin once 

permit is issued under 

terms and conditions of 

permit 

Certificate 

Claim of Beneficial Use - 

survey of beneficial use 

Reviewed for 

completeness - 

accepted if complete 

Withdraw 

Pay fees 

Applicant decides how to 
proceed within 30 days - may 
request administrative hold 

or 

No Permit 

or 

3
0

 d
a

y p
u
b

lic co
m

m
en

t p
erio

d
 

or or 
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Final Order 
Approval 

or or 

Mitigation must be 

in place for the life 

of the ground 

water use 

For example, if 

no mitigation is 

proposed  

Final Order expires if 

Mitigation not provided 

within 5 years 

 


