
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

•Must be an irrigation, drainage, water improvement or 
water control district 

•Formed under ORS Chapter 545, 547, 552, 553, or 554 
Eligibility Restricted 

•District keeps authorization on file for all affected users 

•District notifies water user change is subject to OWRD 
approval 

District Obtains 
Landowner Authorization 

•District sends "District Notice Form" and map to  both 
Watermaster & Salem office  

• WATER USE MAY BEGIN at "ON" lands 

District Notifies OWRD  
of POU Changes 

•OWRD Weekly Notice 
Public Notice for "District 

Notice" 

•Includes copies of all "District Noticed" lands in transfer 

•May include district "non-noticed" lands for POU changes 
needed for the upcoming irrigation season 

District Submits Transfer 
Application by Dec 31 

•Any lands not included in a "District Notice" may not be 
irrigated until a Final Order is issued 

•Application may be submitted at any time during the year 

Alternate Timing of 
Application 

•30 day comment period 

•30 day protest period for filing a protest against approval 
of the Application request 

Public Notice for 
Application 

•Protest filed by water user within the district is resolved 
with the district 

•All other protests may lead to a contested case hearing 
(Protest Resolution) 

•All lands are within district boundaries 

•Subject to Watermaster review 

•No injury or enlargement 

Application Reviewed 

•OWRD will Approve or Deny Application 

•Subject to judicial review 
Final Order Issued 

•Given 1 year + time until next October 1 to compete 
changes or request an extension of time Completing the Changes 

•District submits Final Proof Maps and Site Reports 
certified by the district  

Proof to Department 
Satisfaction (DSP) 

POU Changes Only 

The vision of the 
Water Resources 
Department is to 

assure sufficient and 
sustainable water 

supplies are available 
to meet current and 

future needs.  

  

OWRD  
Main Office 

725 Summer St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301 

  
District Transfers 

503-986-0858 
 Ann. L. Reece 
@Oregon.gov 

OAR 690 Division 385 

Permanent District Transfer Process  



FOUR (4) FORMS FOR PERMANENT DISTRICT TRANSFERS 
 

1. Notice of District Transfer (when irrigating before application approval) . . . 

 
 

2. Application Form for Permanent District Transfer (due by Dec.31 for “noticed” lands). . . 

 
 
3. Supplemental A Form for Permanent District Transfer . . . 

 
 
4. Land Use Form (check to see if needed). . . 

 
 
 


