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• Program overview

• 5-year legislative report

• Process, timeline, how to 
provide input

• Legislative concept

• Proposal, timeline, nexus 

with report, initial feedback

Agenda + objectives

Share information and 

begin a conversation



• Program to secure new water rights

• If groundwater permit issued, user must mitigate

• Program operational since 2005

What is the Mitigation Program?



• To “mitigate” is to offset groundwater (GW) use

• Bucket GW used = bucket of water instream

• Prevents diminished streamflows from GW use

What is mitigation and why needed?



• Maintain State Scenic Waterways and 
senior rights, including instream rights

• Restore flows in the Middle Deschutes 
and tributaries

• Sustain existing GW uses and 
accommodate growth

What are the program’s goals?



• Senior water rights transferred instream

• Permanent transfer → permanent credits

• Temporary transfer → temporary credits

How is mitigation water created?
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41%

9%
5%
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Mitigation Program Users

(% of ~160 cfs allocated)

Who uses the program?



Visit Deschutes Groundwater Mitigation 
Program webpage

https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/programs/waterrights/permits/

deschutesgroundwatermitigation/pages/default.aspx

Where to get more information?



5-year report

ORS 

540.155

OAR

690-505

Report to Oregon 

Legislature every 5 years 

(Next report: 2026)

Administrative report to 
Commission every 5 years

Single 
combined 
report



Apr 15

Public Meeting 1

Report kickoff

Aug 10*

Public Meeting 2

Share draft report

Oct 28*

Public Meeting 3

Share final report

Dec

To Commission 

and Legislature

5-year report timeline

* Anticipated date (not yet scheduled)



30-days for 

comments

May 15

Comments due

Sept 9

Comments due

30-days for 

comments

Apr 15

Public Meeting 1

Report kickoff

Aug 10*

Public Meeting 2

Share draft report

Oct 28*

Public Meeting 3

Share final report

5-year report timeline

Dec

To Commission 

and Legislature

* Anticipated date (not yet scheduled)



• Visit Deschutes Groundwater 
Mitigation Program webpage

• Click Deschutes Mitigation 
Program Feedback Summary

How to provide inputs now?

Which feedback is included 

in the summary?



Collation of past feedback

SUMMARY 
TABLE

2016 
report

2021 
report

2020 
report

2021 
report

2022 
report

2023 
report

2024 
report

2009 
report

Summary table:



Past feedback themes

Checks on 

program

Impacts on 

springs

Program 

architecture

Underpinning 

science

Eligible 

projects

Program 

oversight
Functionality Reporting

3

6

1

4

8

4

3

8

# =  # of comments per theme



• Visit Deschutes Groundwater 
Mitigation Program webpage

• Click Deschutes Mitigation 
Program Feedback Summary

• Share additional feedback by 
May 15

How to provide inputs now?

Feedback (past + new) will be 

considered in the 5-year report.



Questions or comments

Questions or 
comments on report 
timeline or process?



Deschutes Groundwater Mitigation 
Program legislative concept (LC)

• Program sunsets January 1, 2029, creating uncertainty for 

those with existing permits and those wanting to apply for 

new permits

• Several facets of the program need discussion and further 

improvement, prior to considering sunset repeal

• No legislative acknowledgment of the Confederated Tribes of 

Warm Springs (CTWS) as a sovereign cooperative manager 

in the basin or reserved right



Deschutes Groundwater Mitigation 
Program legislative concept (LC)

Proposed legislative language

• Extend program sunset to January 1, 2039

• Require OWRD to request consultation with the CTWS 

prior to any rule adoption related to program

• Acknowledge CTWS reserved right in reference to injury and 

report review requirements



Apr 15

Public Meeting 1

Report kickoff

Aug 10*

Public Meeting 2

Share draft report

Oct 28*

Public Meeting 3

Share final report

Dec

To Commission 

and Legislature

Oct 2

Deadline to 

request LC 

revisions

Dec 11

Pre-sessions 

bills filed

Report timeline with LC milestones

Apr 10

LC 

requested

June 1

LC submitted 

for drafting

* Anticipated date (not yet scheduled)



Option 1:

Provide feedback today

Option 2:

Email comments to Bryn Hudson:

bryn.hudson@water.oregon.gov

How can you provide feedback now?

Feedback by September 9

mailto:bryn.hudson@water.oregon.gov


Oregon.gov/owrd @OregonGovWRD Linkedin.com/company/owrd

Thank you!
Sarah Henderson | sarah.a.henderson@water.oregon.gov

Angella Rinehold | angella.c.rinehold@water.oregon.gov

Bryn Hudson | bryn.hudson@water.oregon.gov


