Submitted Electronically
March 18, 2020
Jeff Nettleton, Area Manager
Klamath Basin Area Office
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
6600 Washburn Way
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Subject: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and PacifiCorp Water Borrowing Agreement
(KO-500, 2.2.4.21 (PRJ-23.00))
Dear Mr. Nettleton:
This letter is submitted in response to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s (Reclamation) formal
request of March 17, 2020 (see Enclosure 1) which outlines the expectations, responsibilities,
and communication protocols that Reclamation and PacifiCorp will follow when considering to
use water stored in PacifiCorp’s Klamath Hydroelectric Project reservoirs. The intent of using
stored water is to support flows in the Klamath River downstream of Iron Gate Dam for Coho
Salmon while simultaneously preserving adequate elevations in Upper Klamath Lake to protect
endangered Lost River and Shortnose suckers. PacifiCorp understands that even though
Reclamation anticipates these operations will not be frequently requested, water borrowing
operations are included in Reclamation’s Interim Operation’s Plan anticipated to be in effect
through September 2022. These water borrowing activities provide important assurances that
Upper Klamath Lake elevations will not drop below those deemed important for spawning
suckers in Upper Klamath Lake.
As PacifiCorp communicated to Reclamation verbally on February 21, 2020, and via email on
February 26, 2020, we are happy to assist Reclamation, the water users, Tribal stakeholders, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Marine Fisheries Service with this request, when
practicable. This remains the case.
Modifying operations of the Klamath Hydroelectric Project and being prepared to make those
modifications, requires planning, affects our operations, and can impact recreational uses and
other natural resources. Because of this, PacifiCorp’s February 26 email stressed that successful
implementation of these modified operations will require advanced coordination and notification.
PacifiCorp appreciates the coordination process described in Reclamation’s letter and agrees that
this process will assist our operations staff in coordinating project operations to benefit Upper
Klamath Lake elevations and support flow releases downstream of Iron Gate Dam.
Under this arrangement, the water available from PacifiCorp’s reservoirs is limited to about
5,000 acre-feet, with this amount of water to be returned to PacifiCorp’s reservoirs in June each
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year so that reservoir levels can return to normal operating levels (water surface elevation of up
to 2,607.5 feet in Copco Reservoir and 2,327.5 feet in Iron Gate Reservoir). If conditions
indicate that more than 5,000 acre-feet would be necessary to maintain adequate Upper Klamath
Lake elevations during March, April, or May, PacifiCorp understands that Reclamation will
provide additional advance notice to PacifiCorp and discuss the feasibility of additional releases
given operational and other constraints associated with accessing more than 5,000 acre-feet from
Project reservoirs.
PacifiCorp understands the actions outlined above are required to assist Reclamation in meeting
the requirements of the Endangered Species Act, while also meeting the Reclamation’s water
supply obligations. Similarly, PacifiCorp’s ability to undertake the actions outlined above is
contingent on PacifiCorp’s compliance with the Endangered Species Act and other legal
obligations. PacifiCorp will continue close coordination with Reclamation, the National Marine
Fisheries Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding these matters to ensure
existing Biological Opinions and Incidental Take Permits cover PacifiCorp’s actions in parallel
with Reclamation’s actions.
PacifiCorp appreciates the continued close collaboration between our organizations regarding the
implementation of Klamath River flow releases in support of our respective obligations and
operational objectives. If you have any questions, please contact Demian Ebert (503-813-6625;
demian.ebert@pacificorp.com).
Sincerely,

Mark Sturtevant

Digitally signed by Mark Sturtevant
Date: 2020.03.18 10:45:22 -07'00'

Mark Sturtevant
Vice President, Renewable Resources
Enclosure 1: Reclamation Letter to PacifiCorp dated March 17, 2020
cc:

Jim Simondet, National Marine Fisheries Service
Laurie Sada, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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